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PEBFATOfiY ADDRESS. 



THE KIGHT HON'"' EARL GREr, 



Mt Loed, 

The avowed ignorance of the nation 
generally concerning the Hudson's Bay Company, and 
the nat4iral desire to know more of the territories 
and proceedings of an association to whom is now 
being confided the Colonization of Vancouver's Island, 
have induced me to examine various official and 
public documents on the subject, in the hope that the 
resiilt of my inquiry might be useful to many who 
wish to be better acquainted with the &cts of the 
case, and not unacceptable even to those with whose 
opinions I generally concur, although in this matter 
at variance with the conclusions at which I have 
myself arrived. 
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I have found a further incentive to my labours in 
the desire to ascertain how far additional information 
would confirm or negative the views I had formed 
when writing my History of the British Colonies in 
1834. 

The plan which I have pursued has been — 

First — To show the geography, physical aspect, and 
climate of the regions known as the Hudson's Bay 
Company's territories, and to furnish all the trust- 
worthy information within my reach relative to 
Vancouver'^ Island. 

Second — To detail the constitution and working of 
the Hudson's Bay Corporation at home and abroad. 

J^ird^To ascertain the numbers, character, and 
treatment of the Indian or Aboriginal population. 

Fourth — ^To investigate the conduct and pohcy of 
the ruling authorities. 

i^A — To inquire into the qualifications of the 
Hudson's Bay Company for the Colonization of Van- 
couver's Island. 
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The documenta examined include the Parliamentary 
Papers of 8th August, 1842, and 10th August, 1848; 
the Report of the Aborigines' Parliamentary Com- 
mittee in 1837; the Journal of the Bishop of Hon* 
treal to Rupert's Land in 1844'; the Annual Reports 
and Notices of the Church Missionary and Wesleyan 
Societies ; the Official Narrative of Commodore 
Wilkes, of the American nayy*. from 1838 to 1842; 
the History of Oregon and California in 1844, by 
Mr. Robert Greenhow, translator and librarian to the 
United States Government' ; a " Journey beyond the 
Rocky Mountains in 1835-6 and 7," by the Rev. S. 
Parker, A.M., on behalf of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions*; Statement of 
the Earl of Selkirk's Setflement in North America' ; 
Narrative of the Discoveries on liie North Coast of 
America from 1836 to 1839, by Messrs. Dease and 
T. Simpson"; Heame's Journeys to the Northern 
Ocean from 1769 to 1772'; Rae's Exploration of the 
Coasts of the Arctic Region* ; Sir George Simpson's 

I Published by Seeler, Hatchaid, uid NiabeU. London. 1816. 

■ Pabliahed by WUej and Potnam. London, IS40. 

■ Published by Monay. London. 1844. 

* Be-pDbllahed b; Chambers. Edinbargb. IBll. 

fi Pabliahed by Hunay. London. 1817. 

fl Published by Bentley. London. 1897. 

7 Strahan and CadeU in lT9fi. 

B Times and Homing Herald, Isl and 2nd Noiember, 1M7. 
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Oveiland Journey round the World in 1841-2" ; 
several official papers deposited at the Colonial Office, 
Board of Trade, and Admiralty ; the Royal Charter 
granted to the Hudson's Bay Company by King 
Charles II., 2nd May, 1670* ; the Royal Licences 
granted by King GJeorge IV., 5th December 1821, 
and by Queen Victoria, 30th May, 1838, for exclu- 
sive trade with the Indians of all the countries in 
North America to the north and west of the territory 
of the United States, Upper and Lower Canada, and 
the territories of the Hudson's Bay Company granted 
to them by the Eoyal Charter of 2nd May, 1610« ; 
the Deed Poll of the Company, which is a covenant 
between the chief factors and chief traders in America, 
and the stock holders in England ; two letters from 
the Rev. Wm. Cockran and the Rev. J. Macallum, 
clergymen of the Church of England, on the state 
of the Red River settlement in July and August 
1848* ; and other documents to which reference is 
made in this work. 

I now b^ to submit to your Lordship the im- 
portant evidence afforded by the statements of these 
impartial authorities, many of them eye-witnesses of 

fl Published bj Colburn. 1817. • See Appeudii. 
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what they narrate. It is for your Lordship and the 
public to decide in what manner the Hudson's Bay 
Company has endeavoured to carry out the objects 
for which it was incorporated by Charles II. ; how 
fer it has merited the additional Royal Licences 
granted in 1821 and in 1838, for an extension of 
the exclusive trade with the Indians over certain 
parts of North America ; and what reasonable pros- 
pect may be entertained of the effectual execution of 
the trust now being vested in this ancient Corpora- 
tion, for the formation of a British Settlement in 
the Pacific Ocean, by our Most Gracious Sovereign. 

I have the honour to subscribe myself, 
My Lord, 
Your obedient and iaithftil Servant, 

E. M. MARTIN. 



i, MOBBTQH ViLLlS, Kit 
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If.B. — The extTMM fnm Ibe " Jomn*! of the Bishop of MontieBl, in ISM," m 
pp. 122, 23, and 24 ; and two leClera in the Appeadii from the Sev J. CuckTsn. 
uid the Rer. J. Mtoallum, clei^ymen af the chnrch at England. — dated from 
the Bed Biyer, 20th Jnlf, »nd 3rd Aagnsl, 1S4H,— give a CaithtDl desctiptioD 
of the prettnt stale of the Colony. 

INDrAN VILLAGE AT THE BED BIVER SETTLEMENT. 
{From Oie Bithop o/MonlTealt Joumei.) 



ERRATA AND ADDENDA. 

*** The dots in the Map indirBte the torts and principal stations of Ibe Hudson's 
Baj Company. 

P. 31. — Line 2,/>r ' three,' read 'four years." 

P. 81.— It should hare been etsted that Mr. Chief Factor Ogdeu, on receiving iDt«lli- 
gence of the msssocre, stsrled from Fort Vsncouver with s psr^, sud by his influence 
with the Cayauses, and presents to the smount of £.100, procured the libpTBlion of 69 
captiTes, who woald otherwise in all probability hsve been put to death. 

P. 04,— For ' fort Pet^■ read ' fort Titt.' 

P. lOT. — For ' five large TOlmnes,' read ' four large TOlnmes.' 

P. 108.— There ia a typographical error in the year ■ 1849.* 

For ' GOTemor of the Colombia,' read ' OoTemor of ibe new setllamenl on the 
' Willamette.' 

P. 148. — For ' cargo of com,' read ' flout.' 
Far ' has,' rtad ' hare shown.' 

There have been two important omissions: — Fibbt, — Na aiiacfalioH or private indivi- 
dual fMtietied ^meatu, er prepared milk any gvaranlte for the accomplishment of Ike otgecl, 
have propoied to cohaize the Vancouver'a Island. StcoiiT,, — Vancauver'i Ulaad does not 
j/ield It the Hudtan'i Bay Compang, a pn^l derivable Jrim furs to the value <tf £.300 per 
oniiBiR. There it no moline, therefore, for ketping the island at a hantijig ilalum i bat Ihire 
is eetrg inducement to /utm an agricHllural selllemeHt, at Ihey ate now excluded fian the 
fertiU country south of the iOlh parallel of laUlade. 
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THE HUDSON'S BAY TERRITORIES 
VANCOUVER'S ISLAND, &c. 



mm. 



GEOGRAPHY, PHYSICAL ASPECT, CLIMATE, &c. 



Geography, — The north-west territories of British America, 
exclusive of Canada, extend from the Pacific Ocean and Van- 
couver's Island along the parallel of the 49th degree of north 
latitude, near to the head of Lake Superior, and thence in anorth- 
easterly^ direction to the coast of Labrador and the Atlantic. The 
Arctic Ocean forms the northern boundary. The whole region 
includes the meridians of 55 and 141 degrees of west longitude, 
excepting a strip of Hussian territory on the Pacific Ocean, 
between 64" and 60° north latitude, following the sinuosities of 
the coast for ten leagues in breadth, as shown in the accom- 
panying map by Arrowsmith. 

Within these limits lies the tract of country granted by 
Charles 11., on the 2nd of May, 1670, under royal charter, to 
Prince Rnpert, the Duke of Albemarle, Ear! of Craven, Lord 
Ashley, and others, who organized the Hudson's Bay Company. 
This tract by the original charter* was called ' Rupert's Land ;' 
constituted one of His Majesty's colonies or plantations in 
America ; and was defined as ' all the lands and territories upon 
the countries, coasts, and confines of the seas, bays, lakes, rivers, 
creeks, and sounds, in whatsoever latitude they shall be, that lie 

• See AppBndii. 
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within the entrance of the struts, commonly called Hudson's 
Straits, that are not already actually possessed by, or granted to 
any of our subjects, or possessed by the subjects of any other 
Christian Prince or State.' 

No latitudinal or longitudinal boundaries are here expressed. 
By several Acts of Parliament, especially by 14 Geo. III., cap. 
83, the northern boundary of Canada was to be the sonthera 
boundary of the eastern portion of the ' territory granted ' to the 
Hudson's Bay Company; and a map, published by Eman Bowen, 
in 1775, assigns the 49th parallel of north latitude as part of the 
southern boundary of the Hudson's Bay tract, as far as the 
Canadian frontier. 

lHo western or northern boundary having been expressed in the 
Boyal Charter of 2nd May, 1670, it has been siud that the Pacific 
and Northern Oceans coostitnte the limits in these directions ; the 
Hudson's Bay Company, on the 10th June, 1814, sought an 
opinion respecting the Bed Eiver Territory (as shown at p. 47), 
from the learned counsel, Samuel Bomilly, G. S. Holroyd, 
William Cruise, J. Scarlett, and John Bell, who stated that ' the 
grant of the soil contained in the charter is good, and that it will 
include all the country the waters of which run into Hudson's 
Bay.' This opinion does not define how much more territory 
may be included in right of the Charter. 

In addition to this grant of territory to the Hudson's Bay 
Company, and exclusive trade over the same, Charles II., in the 
said charter, with a view ' to the discovery of a new passage into 
the South Sea*, and for the finding of some trade for furs, mine- 

• It h*B bwn erroDeonslr slated that Chules II. grutted a chutar to the Hndsan's 

Bay Compuiy, in order to enable them to discover a paasage from the AUantlo to the 
Pacific. This is not the cage, u the words of the aoconipanymg Charier show. It was 
granted not only ta md encouragement to endeaTOiii to find a paBsage into the Sooth 
Sea, but also to &nd ' some trade for fiirs, minerals, and other canaiderable commo- 
dities.' Arctic discover; has, aeTertbeless, always fonoed a prominent part of the 
proceedings of the Company. 

Mt. Heam* adverts, in hie interesting work, puhliahed in 1705, to the monies 
expended by the Company in prosecuting researches, and lo the varioua attempts made 
by Iheii offlceie, Bean, Christopher, Johnston, and Duncan, to find out a north-west 
passage. In 1710, the Hudson's Bay Company fitted out the Albany frigate and the 
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rals, and other commodides, and to encourage them to proceed 
further in pursuance of their said design, whereof there may pro- 
bably arise very great advantage to ub and to our kingdom, 

Diioovery eloop, to find out the SCrailB of Aniui, and a passa^ to the northward. 
These shipg were embayed in the ice near Marble Island, and all perished \iy a lin^ring 
miserable death. No intelligence of the veBsels, or their orewa, reached the Companj, 
or any of their forts, tintil ITBO, and then the remains were discovered by accident 

TheHudson'aBay Company, between iraO and 1TT2, sentMi. S. Heame from Fort 
Churchill on three jonmeys throngboat the regions weat and norlh-west of the Fort, to 
the extent of a thousand miles. Considering (be period when these jonmeyi were 
undertaken, the ignorance which prevailed respecting the topography and climate, (he 
nnmher end dangeroos character of the Indian tribes, and the total sepuation of Hr. 
Heame fhna any other Eoropean, the inTestigstions of this enterprising trareller deierre 
the highest approbation. 

Heame discovered the Lalie Alhapescow, and explored a large extent of country: 
he traced the ' far-off Melal Biver,' ainoe called the ' Copper Mine BiTer,' to ita 
termination in the Arctic Ocean, where the tides were observed, and on whose shores 
relics of whales were strewed in abundance. Heame conceived that be bad proved the 
•Dtire impossibili^of anydireot communicalion between Hndaon's Bay and ihePaoifie, 
for the diaoOTery of irtiich, by H.M. thipi, an Act of Parliament wad paased in 1740, 
offering ■ reward of £.30,000. 

The Admiralty eoncnrred in the opinion of Heame, and, in 1T7S, the reward was 
offered lo any of His Majesty's subjects who should And out, and sail through, any 
passage in any direction from the Atlantic to the Pacific, north of the Ti'^nd parallel of 
latitude. 

In lB3fi-7-S-9 the Hudson's Bay Company incurred considerable expense in proae- 
euling an eitcnalTc and successful exploring expedition lo the Arctic Ocean, nnder 
two of their offlcers, Messrs. Cease and Simpson, whose valuable researches have 
been recently published, for which the Geographical Society awarded their gold 
medal, and Her Majesty's Qovemment a pension of £,100 per annum to Mi. Simpson 
and Mr. Deaae. These enterpriaing travellers advanced, in one season, from the 
Uackeniie Biver to Point Barrow, and in another from the Copper Mine Biver to 
Boothia Felix, when the region reached, was OSo 43' 39" north latitude, 106o 3' 
west longitude, magnetic variation, 60° 36' 33" eaat; the compass was sluggish and 
nneertain in its movements, requiring to be shaken before it would traverse. The dis- 
eoveiywas termed Victoria Land. During the preceding year, llie explorers reached 
71° 23' 83" north, ISflo SO' west ; an open sea naa seen to the eastward, and a large 
bay etndded with islands, the laud dipping lo east-aouth-east for thirty milea, In 
1816-47 the Hudaon'a Bay Company sent ont another AicCIc expedition, under (he 
command of one of their able officers, Hr. John Bae, for the purpose of exploring and 
surveying the noknown portion of the north-east angle of the American continent. 
The expedition consisted of (hirtaen persons, started from Fort Chnrchill in July 
1846, suffered great hardships, and wintered at a place named Fort Hope, in W> SS* 
19" north, 8«" 65' 91" west ; variation of the compaas, flao 60' 30" west, dip of Ibe 
needle, 88" 14' ; the thermometer in their snow-oovered habitation, was lOo to 120 
below zero. After severe privations, and overcoming considerable difflcnlties, Mr. Bae 
succesatully accomplished the object of the expedition by traotog the coast of America 
between Lord Mayor's Bay of Sir John Boss, to within eight or i«n nailes of (be 
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granted, '■for ever hereafter,' not only the whole, the entire, and 
only trade and traffic to and from the territory, limits and places 
aforesaid,' but also the whole and ' entire trade and traffic to and 
from all havens, bays, creeks, rivers, lakes, and seas into which they 
shall find entrance or passage by water or land out of the terri- 
tories, limits, or places aforesaiiJ ; and to and with all the natives 
and people inhabiting, or which shall inhabit within the territo- 
ries, limits, and places aforesaid ; and to and with all other nations 
inhabiting any the coasts adjacent to the said territories, limits, 
end places which are not already possessed as aforesaid, or 
whereof the sole liberty or privilege of trade and traffic is not 
granted to any other of our subjects.' 

This grant not only, therefore, gave the Hudson's Bay Company 
a large territorial manor in perpetuity, hvA it also gave them an 
exclusive right of trade, for ever, over such adjoining territories 
as above described. 

Mr, Greenhow — after reciting the Royal Charter of 1670 — 
acknowledgea, that from thence ' it will be seen that the Hudson's 
Bay Company possessed, by its Charter, almost sovereign powers 
Fory and Hecla SUiLit (see map) ; thus proving ' Boothia Felix ' to be s peninsula*. 
The conocry thna explored was formaHy deolared to be British terriloij, and, in Sep- 
tember 1B4T, Mr. Rae and bia paity aj-rived in safety at York Fwtory, in Uudaou'a 
Bay. This scientific officer of the Company baa now, at Ibe requaat of the Lords of the 
Admiralty, accompanied Dr. fiichardaon in search of Sir John Frantlin and hia 
gallant companions. 

During the re aeirches, journeys, and voyages of Parry, Frantlin, Rosa, Bee chey. Back, 
&c., the Hudson's Bay Company have spared no eiertioDeorexpenae 10 aid Her Majesty's 
Govemcaent and the naval service in the Arctic eiploratione, whicb, independent of the 
expenditure of the Company, have Bost Her Majesty's Government, since 1815, nearly 
half a million sterling, without any (enitoriai or commeroial advantage being derived 
by the nation. 

The Hudson's Bay Company have long since demonsnated. that no available route 
exista by sea between the North Atlantic and North Pacific, and this national eipendi- 
tore might have been spared, and any further required exploration of these hyperborean 
regions may well be left in the hands of the Company. 

to tlwODvemor and Commltlse of the Hudion'i Baf Compadr, cantainlag an accounl or hit imponant 
overlH, of which an «c«Uenl map bai t>eeD prspsred bi Mr. Ajrowimltb with hl> 



j,G(x)glc 



over the vast portion of America drained by Btreams entering 
Hudson's Bay.' — {" Oregon " Proofs and Illustrations, I. p. 456.) 
These latter rights were, however, invaded after the British 
occupation of Canada, by an associated body terming themselves 
the North-West Company, between whom and the Hudson's 
Bay Company a series of direful struggles, attended with 
great loss of life, injury to the fur trade, and destruction to the 
Indians, was maintained for years, until, in IS21, an Act of 
Parliament was passed, under which the Crown granted to the 
Hudson's Bay Company, and to the three representative agents 
of the North-West Association in London and Montreal, on 6th 
December, 1821, a licence of exclusive trade for twenty-one years, 
in what were termed the 'Indian territories,' that is,- over those tracts 
which might not be included Id the grant of Charles II., and also 
over those tracts which, by mutual consent, were open to the su bjects 
of England, and to those of the United States. The three North- 
West Association Agents merged into the Hudson's Bay Company; 
the exclusive trading licence was sunendered in 1838, and, after 
careful examination and investigation, on 30th May, 1838, the 
Crown granted, under covenant, another licence for twenty-one 
years of exclusive trade over the aforesaid Indian and Neutral 
territories. These licences (which exteuded 'to those parts in 
North America beyond the limits of the Charter which the 
Hudson's Bay Company at present enjoy,' (see Board of Trade 
letter, 2nd of June, 1837, in Parliamentary Papers of 8th August, 
1842,) in nowise invalidated or questioned tlie rights possessed by 
the Hudson's Bay Company under the Royal Charter of 2nd 
May, 1670, which has been recognised by various treaties and 
Acts of Parliament. From the correspondence of 7th September 
and 30th October, 1846, laid before Parliament, 10th August, 
1848, it would appear that the Crown considered the ' Rocky 
Mountains ' as the eastern boundary of the territory over which 
the Hudson's Bay Company have the exclusive right of trading 
with the natives for twenty-one years from 13th May, 1838. 
Previous to the recent Oregon treaty, the Hudson's Bay Com- 
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pan; had formed Bettleinents on the Columbia River, and some of 
its servants and retired officers established an agricultural farm 
at Puget Sound, south of the 49th parallel, and within the present 
American territories ; but the Oregon treaty (see Appendix) 
expressly guarantees the ' possessory rights ' of the Hudson's Bay 
Company in the American States, and of course thus acknofvledges 
the possessory rights of tho Hudson's Bay Company north of the 
49th parallel. In the trading licence of lS!t8 the Crown reserved 
to itself the right of establishing any colony in the territory over 
which the licence extended : hence the power now exercised by 
the Crown of disposing of Vancouver's Island. 

Physical Aspect. — It is difficult to convey an idea of the 
territories belonging to, as well as those inclnded in the trading 
licence of, the Hudson's Bay Company. A great portion of 
them, east of the Rocky Mountains, consists of inland seas, bays, 
lakes, rivers, swamps, treeless prairies, barren hills and hollows, 
' tossed together in a wave-like form, as if the ocean had been 
suddenly petrified while heaving its huge billows in a tumul- 
tuous swell.' — (T. Simpson's Life and Travels.) La Hontan 
has not inaptly called the region north of Lake Superior, the 
' feg end of the world,' There are, doubtless, several spots, 
such as the Red River, adapted in some respects for European 
settlements ; but they are like oases in the desert, few and far 
between — and totally inapplicable for extended colonization ; 
indeed, at a great many of the posts, not only can no corn be 
grown, but even the potatoe and other crops are cut off by 
summer frosts, so that the rearing and preservation of a suffident 
quantity of human food is an object of the most anxious solici- 
tude throughout the country. Ry the concession of part of the 
Oregon country and the Colombia River to the United States in 
1846, we gave up a fertile and temperate region, south of the 
49th parallel, capable of yielding abundance of food ; and tbe 
tract now left in the possession of the Hudson's Bay Company 
will require great care and industry, to render even the most 
promising spots prodnctive. 
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I shall attempt to define the natural dmaions of North-West 
America, beginning with the coast of the Atlantic Ocean. The 
prevailing features of Labrador from SO to 60° north latitude, 
and from 66° to 78° west longitude, are rocks, lakes, swamps, and 
mountains. The Straits of Belleisle have an ' iron-bound coast,' 
with sereral good harbours adjacent, particularly on the coast ; 
but this wild and sterile region is never likely to be used for any 
other pnrposes than fishing and fur hunting. 

From the coast of Iiabrador, a ridge of table land runs nearly 
south-west to the sonrce of the Ottawa river, and divides the 
waters which flow into the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
from those which flow into Hudson's Bay, and may be con- 
sidered the south-eastern boundary of the Hadson's Bay Com- 
pany's territories. From the Ottawa this ridge (table land, or 
division of waters) takes a generally west direction till it reaches 
the Rocky Mountains, in about 116° west longitude, separating 
the waters of Rainy Lake' Biver, Red River, and Saskatehewan 
Biver, which waters &ovr into Hudson's Bay, from the IVlississippi 
and Missouri, which flow into the Galf of Mexico. This very 
slightly elevated feature was formerly considered to represent 
the boandary between the Hudson's Bay Company and the 
United States, to the westward of the source of Rainy Lake 
River. The Treaty of 1818, defined Rainy Lake River, the 
Lake of the Woods, and the 49th parallel of latitude as far west as 
Bocky Mountains, as the boundary ; and by the recent Treaty, 
16tb June, 1846, the49lh parallel of latitude has been continued as 
the boundary west of the Bocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. 
The Rocky 'Mountuns have their northern extremity in the 
Arctic Ocean, latitude 70° north, longitude 140° west, and run 
nearly S.S.B., parallel with the west coast, forming the eastern 
boundary of the Oregon region, sending off, at different places, 
apurs and buttresses, and dividing the waters that flow into the 
Atlantic fi^)m those that flow into the Pacific. 

At Mount Browne, 16,000, and Mount Hooker, 15,700 feet 
high, in latitude 62° 30' north, two of the loftiest peaks of the 
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* Rocky Moantaiae,' a dividing range of moderate hills runs 
to the north-east, from whence flows some of the branches of 
the Saskatchewan, Churchill, or English Biver, Deer Lake, 
Winnipeg Ijake, and those streams which feed Wollaston Lake, 
Athabasca Lake, and Slave Lake, and several otlier lakes. It is, 
however, difficult to say what waters flow towards Hudson's Bay, 
or towards the Arctic Sea, as several of the lakes have different 
outlets, and each lake commanicates with another, — the Great 
Slave Lake, with Lake Athabasca ; Lake Athabasca, with 
Wollaston and Deer Lakes, the latter descending by Churchill 
River into Hudson's Bay, For instance, the Oungigan or River of 
Peace descends from a ridge of the Bocky Mountains towards 
Lake Athabasca, or the Lake of the Mountains ; when high it 
flows into the lake, but when low it receives the lake waters, and 
flows towards the Great Slave Lake, under the name of the Slave 
River. Winnipeg, Winnipegos, and Manitoba Lakes, receive the 
waters of the Saskatchewan, Assiniboine, and Red River, and 
communicate with Hudson's Bay by the T^elaon, and other 
rivers and conduits. 

MacKeDzie's River runs northerly in its shallow course from 
the flocky Mountains to the Arctic Ocean, in latitude 69° north, 
longitude 135° west, but communicates in its progress with the 
Great Bear and Great Slave Lakes ; but, excepting this, the 
Copper Mine and Back's Rivers, I think the course of all the 
other rivers and lakes of North- West America, east of the Rocky 
Mountains, is to theeastward,towards which the whole country dips. 

Mr.Greenhow, in his topography of these regions, says, (p. 37) — 
that the country north of 60", and east of the Rocky Mountains, is 
' drtuned by streams entering Hudson's Bay or the Arctic Sea ; the 
principal are the Red River of the North, the Assiniboine, and the 
Saskatchewan, all emptying into Lake Winnipeg, which commu- 
nicates by several channelB with Hudson's Bay and the Mis- 
sinnippi, or Churchill River, falling direct into that bay.' 

' The Arctic Sea, in nearly the 69th parallel, receives the Great 
Fish, or Back's Biver, the Copper Mine, and the Mackenzie ; 
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but the regions through which these rivers pass are generally 
so level, that it is in many places difficult to trace the limits of 
the tracts from which the waters flow into the respective streams 
or basins ; they contain numerous lakes, some of them very 
large, which are nearly all connected with each other, and 
with Hudson's Bay on the east and the Arctic Sea on the 
north.' — History and Geography of Oregon, p, 37. 

Viewing, therefore, the whole of the territories between the 
Bocky Mountains and Hudson's Bay, north of the 49th parallel, 
as one region, it may be considered as a series of lakes, rivers, 
and pliuns, with a gradual elevation from east to west. 

The northern territory, which was very imperfectly explored until 
the recent journeys of Dease, Simpson, and Rae, from 1837 to 
1847, is intersected with lakes, marshes, and rivers to a greater 
extent than any part of the known globe ; and it would seem as 
if the inner springs of the earth there burst forth. Some parts 
investigated are truly regions of desolation : vegetation ceases in 
the latitude of 6U° north : — no land is seen capable of cultivation ; 
the whole surface is rugged and uneven, and the open valleys 
nearly devoid of all vegetable productions. The soil at Churchill 
Fort (one of the Hudson's Bay Company's Stations, in latitude 
59° north) on the shores of the bay, is extremely barren, rocky, 
dry, and without wood for several miles inland ; a few garden 
vegetables are with difficulty reared. At York Fort, in latitude 
57<'2', longitude 93" west, the soil is low and marshy, and equally 
unproductive ; and, though the trees are larger than those inland 
of Fort Churchill, they are still knotty and dwarfish. The 
country around the factory, although elevated above the river, is 
one entire swamp, covered with low stunted pine, and perfectly 
impenetrable, even in July, when it is infested by clouds of mos> 
quitoes. The land seems to have been thrown up by the sea, 
and is never thawed during the hottest summer, with the ther- 
mometer at 90' to 100° in the shade, more than ten or twelve 
inches, and then the soil is of the consistence of clammy mud ; 
even in the centre of the factory it is necessary to keep on the 
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platfonQB to BToid unking over the ankles. About Albany Fort, 
in 62° north, and Moose Fort in 51° 28^, the climate ia more 
temperate, the soil better, and potatoes and garden produce are 
reared but with difficulty. Proceeding farther west, the tempe- 
rature improves, but all around Hudson's Bay, particularly at 
Fort Churchill, the climate is extremely severe ; and from the 
middle of October to the middle of May, the country is buried 
under snow. The ice does not break up generally until 
July, and at York Fort, two degrees south of Churchill, the 
thermometer in January has been at 50° below zero. Even in 
rooms at the factory, where & fire is perpetnally kept up, brandy 
freezes into a solid substance : the riters and lakes, ten to twelve 
feet deep, are frozen to the bottom, and the Hudson's Bay 
Company's European servants are obliged to observe the greatest 
caution against the eSects of the cold air, which is frequently 
filled with small particles of angular ice, and when driven by the 
wind against the &ce or hands, raises the skin in white blisters, 
which break out in thin watery issues. As soon as a room is 
thoroughly heated, and the embers burnt down, the top of the 
chimney is closed so as to exclude the air, yet the walls of the 
apartments are found covered with ice two to three inches thick*. 
The Europeans in the service of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
notwithstanding their precautions, and the use of a large quantity 
of woollens and furs, are frequently frost bitten, and many of 
the natives fall victims to the severity of the climate. The sun 
is otlen obscured for weeks by thick fogs, which are caused by 
watery vapours ascending from the sea, which, being condensed 
by cold, hang all around the coast, and extend inland to a con- 

• In the Quojierly RaiioB, "So. xlii. toL nv., 1821, Sir John Barrow adTerts to OAa 
retnuktble occurrence on baud Ctptam Parrr'a sbipa, Htcia and Oriptr: — "The 
maath of Muoli aet in mildlj (at their letre at in Winter U&rbonr) so (hat the aolid ice. 
which for some time had lined the ships' sides, began to melt. It therefore becune 
necessarj to scrape off this doating of ice, on irhich occasion Captain Parrf Dbaerves — 
' It will, perhaps, be acarcely credited, that we this day (8th March) removed above 
one hundred buckets full, each containing from five to six gaUone, being (he occomD- 
latiou which had taken place In an interval of less than fonrveeka; and (his immense 
qujutit; was the produce chiedj of the men's breath and of the sle«m of their vietaals 
during mesli."' 
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Biderable distance. The ' Mock Sues' and Moons, called Para- 
helia and Paraselene, appear very frequently in the coldest months. 
The temperature of the air is subject to the most capricions 
variations ; rain sometimes falls abundantly with a serene sky, 
or the snn will burst forth in the midst of the heaviest showers. 
Such is the region in which several of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany's establishments are situated, and which could not be 
maintained but for the possession of some more temperate regions, 
from whence food is procurable. 

Hudson's Bay, discovered by John Hudson in 1610, is about 
900 miles in length, by 600 at its greatest breadth, with a sur- 
rounding coast of 3000 miles, between the parallels of 61° and 
65° north latitude. The coasts are generally high, rocky, rugged, 
and sometimes precipitous. The bay is navigable for a few 
months in summer, but for the greater part of the remainder 
of the year is filled up with fields of ice. The navigation, when 
open, is extremely dangerous, as it contains many shoals, rocks, 
sand banks, and islands ; even during the summer icebergs 
are seen in the straits towards which a ship is drifted by a squall 
or current, rendering it very hazardous for the most skilful 
seamen. The transitions of the thermometer in summer are 
from 100° to 40° in two days, and the torrents of rain are sur- 
prising : whether in winter or summer, the climate is horrible ; 
the range of the thermometer throughout the year is 140°. The 
sea is entered by Hudson's strait, which is about 500 miles long, 
with a varying breadth, and with an intricate navigation through 
several islands, viz. : Charles, Salisbury, Nottingham, Mansfield, 
and Southampton. The principal bays and inlets in this great 
inland sea, are, James's Bay, in the south-east, which is 240 
miles deep by 140 wide ; Button's Bay, and Fort Nelson, on the 
western coast; Chesterfield Inlet on the north-west, which, uRer 
stretching for into the interior, terminates in a fresh water lake ; 
Roe's Welcome, a deep strait on the north coast, and also 
Sepulse Bay. 

We may now examine the country between Hudson's Bay 
and the Rocky Mountains, commencing with the lakes and 
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rivers. The Great Bear Lake, the moct northerly, is 160 miles 
in diameter, and communicates by Lake Martin irith the Great 
Slave Lake, which is estimated at 260 miles from east to west, 
and 30 &om north to south. Captain Back considers it as large 
as Lake Michigan ; its soundings are from 40 to 60 fathotos. 
The north side of the lake is an entire jumble of rocks and hills ; 
the south is level, not a hill or stone to be found. The Great 
Slave Biver joins this lake to that of Athabasca, which is 180 
miles long and 15 broad, — receives the Peace, Athabasca, and 
Stone Rivers ; the latter river forma the channel which conveys 
a portion of the waters of the WoUaston Lake (situated on table 
land) into Athabasca Lake ; another portion of the waters of 
Wollaston Lake flows in a contrary direction through Deer Lake 
and Biver into the Missinnippi, Churchill, or English River, which 
forms several smaller lakes, and finally disembogues into Hud- 
son's Bay, at Fort Churchill, in latitude 65° 45' north, longi- 
tude 94" 25' west. 

Lake Winnipeg, in latitude 50° 20' to 63o 45' north, is 240 miles 
long, and from 6 to 60 broad. It receives the River Saskat- 
chewan, as it flows from the Rocky Mountains and northern 
ridge ; also the Red and Assiniboine Rivers, and discharges itself 
into Hndson's Bay by the Nelson and other rivers. Winnipegos 
and Manitoba are branch or tributary lakes to Winnipeg, 

That the trend of the land, and the dip, is towards Hudson's 
Bay and the eastward, is evident from the course of the Red 
River, which rises in about the parallel of 46°; flows to the 
northward across the American boundary parallel of 49°; joins 
the Assiniboine, or Nadawosis River, at Fort Garry, in 50° north 
latitude, and then disembogues into the south-western part of 
Lake Winnipeg, which,as before stated, discharges into Hudson's 
Bay. 

The Moose River, which flows from the dividing ridge of 
highlands, which separates the Hudson's Bay territories from 
Canada, runs for 230 miles in a north-east direction, and has its 
embouche in James's Bay, lat. 51° 10' north, long. 81° west. 

The country between the sources of the Assiniboine, in 51^ 
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nortb, and the Bed River, is almost a conUnned plain, tbe Boil of 
sand and gravel, with a slight intermixture of earth, which pro- 
daces a short grass, but trees are rare. The country around the 
southern part of Lake Winipeg is well wooded and watered, and 
abounds at seasons with herds of bufialo and deer ; so also conti- 
guous to the Winipegos Lake and Swan River, and along the 
route from Carlton to Isle la Crosse Forts in the 55th parallel. 
The northern part of Lake Winipeg is composed of banks of 
naked black and grey rock. Farther north occasionally greener 
spots are to be met with: some of the islands iu the Great Slave 
Lake are clothed with tall poplars, birch, and pines, and well 
stocked with deer. Near the portage La Loche is a precipice 
upwards of 100 feet above the plain, from whence, according to 
Mackenzie, there is a ' ravishing prospect :' — the Swan (Pelican 
or Clear Water) River meanders for thirty miles through a 
valley about three miles in breadth, confined by two lofty ridges 
of equal height, displaying a delightful intermixture of wood and 
lawn. Some parts of the inclining heights are covered with 
stately forests, relieved by verdant promontories, where the elk 
and bu£falo enjoy delicious pasturage. 

The route from the Red River settlement (Fort Garry) to Fort 
Chipewyan, on Lake Athabasca, was traversed in December 
1836, by Mr. Thomas Simpson, by the following stages, in a very 
short space of time : — 

Miles. Dip. 

Fort Garry (Red River) to Fort Peliy 394 in 15 

Fort Pelly to Fort Carlton 276 „ 12 

Carlton to Isle ^ la Crosse 236 „ 7 

Ii*le i la Crosse to Fort Chipeywan 371 „ 12 

Total...: 1277 in 46 



These, and other forts and stations, aro necessarily wide apart, 
and in situations favourable to water communications, and to pro- 
curing animal, or, if possible, vegetable food. 



Digitized by G(Xlg[e 



14 

The aspect of part of the country in whicb these forts are con- 
structed, is thos noted by Mr. Simpson : — Fort Garry, the principal 
station of the Bed River Bettlement, is situated at the forks of the 
Red and Assiniboine Rivers, about fifty miles from Lake Winipeg;, 
and is eavironed by plains ; proceeding north-west the country is 
studded with a few copses of poplar and dwarf oak; but the 
greater part having been swept by the running fires in 1835 (so 
frequent and terrible in the prairies), presented a blackened and 
dismal aspect. There were a number of small natural mounds 
on which lay fragments of limestone, the great basis of the plain 
region, and quantities of little shells were strewn about in every 
direction. 

The soil and climate about Manitoba, or ' Evil Spirit' Lake, 
is similar to that of the Red River. At Winipegos liake the oak 
region terminates ; but the shores are clothed with elm, poplar, 
and a few ash, birch, and pine-trees. The water in this lake is 
brackish in summer. At Duck Bay the first wood of pines was 
seen. The route from thence to Fort Pelly, south-west, lies 
through swampy meadows, alternating with woods of poplar, 
fringed with willow, and a few straggling clumps of pine in the 
neighbourhood of the Swan River and Duck Mountain, with its 
' rude and impassable heights.' Thence west to north lie the 
Porcupine Hills, wooded to the very summit. Thunder Hills 
are about two miles in breadth, steep ; and beyond them to the 
northward is Fort Pelly, in 51" 46/ 20" north latitude— 102" 5' 
west, near the bank of the Assiniboine Biver. The track thence 
to Fort Carlton, lies through gently nndnlating eminences along 
the wooded banks of the tortuous Assiniboine, thence due west, 
leaving the Assiniboine far to the south, over a hillocky country, 
tolerably wooded, and abounding in small lakes and swamps to 
the west end of Stoney Lake, through a country consisting of 
narrow plains, studded with clumps of poplar, interspersed with 
little lakes and swamps ; a great part of this district had been 
recently overrun by fire. Changing the course from west to 
west south-west, the traveller reaches the immense prairies of the 
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Saskatchewan Itiv«', of which entire tracts are frequently bared 
by fire to the very eoil. The cold in these plains in winter, with 
the wind from the westward, is terrific ; there is not a shmb or 
eren a blade of grass to break the force of the blast, whose tem- 
perature is at least 40° below zero. The only exposed part of the 
traveller, the eye-lashee, becomes speedily covered with a heavy 
crop of icicles, which the balf-frozeii fingers have a difficulty in 
removing. These plains in summer are frequented by the 
Indians as hunting grounds. The heat in these wild plains is as 
unbearable in summer as ie the cold in winter. Throughout this 
country, says Sir G. Simpson, every thing is in unparalleled 
extremes. Cold and excessive heat, — long droughts balanced by 
drenching rain and destractive hail (sometimes 6^ inches in cir- 
cumference). At one period both whites and natives are living 
in wasteful abundance on venison, budalo, fish, and game — at 
others reduced to the last degree of hunger, often passing several 
days without food. In 1820, when wintering at Athabasca Lake, 
Sir George Simpson says, he was for three days and nights 
without a morsel of food. Frequently hundreds of fine buffaloes 
are killed for the tongues alone. On one occasion Sir G. 
Simpson saw several thousand buffaloes putrifying the air for 
miles around. Unsheltered plains extend far to the south, to the 
ridges in latitude 49°, whence the Missonri descends. One of the 
prairies of the Saskatchewan crossed by Mr. Simp^n, was fourteen 
miles wide, and only a few willows were thinly scattered on its 
surface. The country south of the Saskatchewan towards Assini- 
boine, has in various places lakes as salt as the Atlantic Ocean. 
As this region, which extends to the Rocky Mountains, has been 
erroneonsly considered adapted for European colonization, the 
following extract from Mr. Tliomas Simpson's Journal may help 
to dispel the illusion. " Christmas Day, Sunday, the 25th : On 
shaking off our slumbers this glad morning, a troop of wolves 
were ' baying the moon,' as she rode in a cloudless sky. The 
country before us being intricate, we could not start till daylight; 
and, when we sallied forth on our day's march, the weather bad 
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moderated. About two miles from our resting-place, we passed 
over a round bill, and stood awbile on its summit to enjoy the 
boundless prospect. From west to south stretched a vast plain, 
separated from another, of which we had a bird's-eye glimpse to 
the north-east, by the broad belt of woods which we had beeu 
skirting along ; while, before ue, in our line of march, lay out- 
spread a seemingly endless tract of open underwood, varied by 
gently swelling eminences. For seven miles our route led west- 
north-west, through thickets and over hillocks; it then changed 
1» west for fourteen miles, through a more open country, con- 
sisting of rising grounds, or ^^coteaus," with bare ridges, and 
sides clothed with dwarf poplar and brushwood ; while here and 
there, in the hollows, we crossed large poods, scarcely deserving, 
on this continent, the title of lakes. They have no outlet ; and 
on cutting through the ice for water, we generally found it putrid: 
such, however, is its scarcity in that level country, that we were 
often Jain to use it when most nauseous, taMng the precaution of 
imbibing it through snow,.which purifies it in some slight degree. 
We now turned west-south-west for eight miles, keeping along a 
broad and rather winding ridge, which appeared to furnish the 
buffalo with a regular road of ingress to the woods. Several 
tracks of moose-deer were also seen during the day. After 
sunset, we took up our quarters in a small clump of poplars. 
The whole country having been ravaged by fire, we could not 
find dry grass, as usual, for our beds, and spread our Christmas 
couch on willow branches; rough indeed, but rendered smooth 
to us by health and exercise." 

Mr. Robert Greenhow, in his History of California, Oregon, and 
other territories on the north-west coast of America, before re- 
ferred to, speaking of the countries in the occupation of the 
Hudson's Bay Company with respect to colonization, says, 
p. 37: — 'North of the 50° parallel, the climate is more moist; 
but its extreme coldness renders the country of little value for 
agriculture. The only part at which any settlement has been 
attempted, is that of the Red River, where, about 5000 persons. 
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principally half-breeds and Indians, have been established by the 
Hudson's Bay Company ; but the success of the enterprise is yet 
doubtful' And, ^ain, at page 397, the author says: — 'With 
regard to colonization it has been already said, that a very small 
proportion of the Hudson Bay Company's territories is capable 
of being rendered productive by cultivation.' Mr. Greenhow 
then alludes to the Bed Biver settlement, and the anfortunate 
results of the first attempts to colonize it, and adds : — ' The land 
may be considered fertile when compared with other parts of the 
continent situate far to the north ; it is, however, deficient in 
wood, and notwithstanding all the advantages held out iy the 
Hudson's Bay Company, there is no proiaiility it will ever rise to 
importance in any way, and, least of all, as a check to incurnions 
from the United States, whiclk Beems to be one of the principal 
objects proposed by its founders.' 

Several of the Hudson's Bay Company's forts are situated in 
the country N.W. of the Bed Biver. Fort Pelly is a compact, 
well-ordered post on the route from Fort Garry, on the Bed 
Biver, to Fort Carlton. It is sheltered on the north by a range 
of woods, and has the Assiniboine Biver in front; the cold in 
December is terrific, sometimes — 44°, equal to 76 degrees of frost. 

Carlton Fort is situated on the south side of the Saskatchewan 
Biver, and is defended by high palisades, and a gallery snrround- 
ing the whole square, planted with wall pieces, into which, how- 
ever, the Indians fired several times during the summer of 1836, 
Provisions were unusually scarce, when visited by Mr. T. Simp- 
son in 1836, the great fires in autumn having driven the 
bufialo to a distance. The route to Fort La Crosse lay first 
through an open country consisting of low, round, grassy hills, 
interspersed vrith clumps of poplar, occasionally of pines, and 
with many small lakes to the boundary of the pine forest, in 
latitude 63° 3(y north; thence hills, lakes, lakelets and brooks, 
to a hilly tract of fourteen miles in extent, which divides the 
waters that flow towards the Saskatchewan and Churchill Bivers. 
From Green Lake to Beaver Biver is swampy and wooded ; and 
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thence to Long Lake chain are pine woods. Fort La Crosse, in 
107° 54* SCy west on the border of the lake, is neat and com- 
pact ; the country around low and swampy. At the portage la 
Loche, north of Port Crosse, the hills are a thousand feet in 
height, steep, and command a fine view of the Clear water riTcr, 
and its picturesque valley ; thence to the confluence with the 
Athabasca River, whose broad bosom ie studded with numerous 
islands that give it a lake-like appearance. 

At Fort Chipewjan, latitude 68° 43/ 38" north, longitude 111° 
IS' 32" west, the surface consists of rocks and swamps, and the 
climate precludes all prospect of rearing farm produce ; even 
potatoes have to he brought down from Fish Biver; and when 
the coarse grass, cut in the swamps for the use of the few horses 
and oxen required for drawing fire-wood to the fort, fails, fish 
from the Athabasca river ie the only provender obtainable for the 
cattle. Fort Fdmonton is situated on the northern branch of the 
Saskatchewan lUver, in lat. 53' 45' N. long. 1 13° 10 W., and was 
visited by Sir Q-. Simpson in his progress from the Red River to 
the Columbia and Ftwt Vancouver. The fort is of an hexagonal 
form, well built, with high pickets and bastions, and battle- 
mented gateways ; it ia on an almost perpendicular height com- 
manding the river. The fort ia painted inside and out with 
devices to suit the taste of the savages who frequent it. Over 
the gateways are a fantastic pair of vanes, and the ceilings and 
walls of the hall present gaudy colours and fantastic sculptures, 
which the Indians admire. The buildings are smeared with red 
earth ; the savages are awed by so much finery, and respect what 
appears to them grand structures. 

The settlement on the Red River, distant from Montreal, by 
the Ottawa River, about 1800 miles, in latitude 50° north, longi- 
tude 97° west, is elevated 800 feet above the sea, in a level 
country, contiguous to the wooded borders of the Red and 
Assinihoine Rivers, along which the settlement extends for fifty 
miles. The soil is comparatively fertile, and the climate salu- 
brious, but summer frosts, generated by undrained marshes. 
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flometimeB blast the hopes of the husbandman. The Hudflon's 
Bay Company, by the introdnction, at a great expense, of rams 
and other stock, have improved the breed of domestic animals, 
which are now abundant: wheat, barley, oats, maize, potatoes, 
and hops thrive ; flax and hemp are poor and stunted. The river 
banks are cultivated for half a mile inland, bnt the back level 
country remains in its natural state, and furnishes a coarse hay 
for the settlers' stock during the long and severe winter, which 
lasts from November to April, or May, when Lake Winipeg is 
onli-ozen, and the river navigation to Hudson's Bay commences, 
vid Norway House entrep6t, at the northern extremity of the 
lake. 

The population ia in number about 6000, consisting of Euro- 
peans, half-breeds, and Indians. The two principal churches, 
the Protestant and Roman Catholic, the Gaol, the Hudson's 
Bay Company's chief buildings, the residence of the Roman 
Catholic Bishop, and the houses of some retired officers of the 
far trade, are bnilt of stone, which baa to be brought from a 
distance ; bnt the houses of the settlers are built of wood, white- 
washed or painted externally. 

' A great abundance of English goods is imported, both by 
the Hndson's Bay Company and by individuals, in the Com- 
pany's annual ships to York Factory ; and disposed of in the 
colony at moderate prices.' — (Mr. T. Simpson.) There are fifteen 
wind and three water-mills to grind the wheat, and prepare the 
malt of the settlers, The Hudson's Bay Company have long 
endeavoured by rewards and arguments to excite an exportation 
of tallow, hides, wool, &c. to England ; but the bulky nature of 
the exports, the long and dangerous navigation to Hudson's 
Bay, and the habits of the half-bred race, who form the mass of 
the people, and generally prefer chasing the buffalo to agriculture 
or regular industry, have rendered their efforts ineff^ectnal. 

Lord Selkirk, with whom the Bed River Settlement originated, 
first put forth his views on colonization, in 1802 ; his object being 
to prevent the Highlanders migrating to countries not under the 
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British flag. The Hudson's Bay Company, to promote the 
laudable object, made a large grant of land to bis Lordehipon the 
Red Biver, and gave him all the aid in their power, to enable 
him to form a Scotch Colony. Several settlers were sent out 
from Scotland, and in 1813, the settlers were about 100 in number, 
—in 1814, about 200; and in 1815, about 300. The hostility 
evinced by the North- West Company, — their determination to 
destroy the settlement — by fiur or by foul means, — the mnrder of 
Governor Semple and more than twenty of the Colonists, on the 
19th June, 1816; and the expulsion of many of the settlers, caused 
great distress, and for a time ruined the place. Lord Selkirk 
died in 1820, since which period no emigrants have been sent 
from Europe. Under the auspices of the Company, the popula- 
tion now consists of 6000, notwithstanding the migrations towards 
the Columbia and across the frontier. Generally speaking, the 
Canadians, who are Bomanists, occupy the Assiniboine and upper 
section of the Bed lUver ; and the Europeans and Indians, who 
are mostly Protestants, the lower section of the Red River; 
there is therefore but little intermingling of sects. The Roman 
Catholic Bishop and three Priests receive a gratuity annually 
from the Hudson's Bay Company. The Protestants have two 
Clergymen; one is paid by the Hudson's Bay Company, and 
the other by the Church Missionary Society. There are six 
principal schools for the ordinary branches of plain education ; 
the Roman Catholics have also seminaries for elementary instruc- 
tion, and the bishop superintends a school of industry, where 
young females are taught to weave wool into cloth. 

The ' Red River Academy' is a large and floarishing establish- 
ment, kept by Mr. and Mrs. Macallum, for the sons and daughters 
of gentlemen in the service of the Hudson's Bay Company. Land is 
granted to the settlers at Is. 6d. per acre ; there is no restriction 
but in the purchase or sale of furs and spirits, and there is only 
a slight import duty on all other commodities, the proceeds of 
which duty are received by the municipality of Assiniboia. 

The Colony is governed by a corporation called the Council of 
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Aasiniboia, which, in virtue of the Royal Chuier of 1670, exercises 
judicial as well as legislative authority, under an able Becorder. 

The cnrrency is one of the best established in any colony. It 
consists, with the addition of silver and copper coin, of notes issaed 
by the Hudson's Bay Company, which are payable at York fectory 
by bills on the Company in England. This circulation b abso- 
lutely essential ; gold or silver would soon be hoarded, melted, 
or lost; and a note issued by the Government of the place, 
receivable in payments, of acknowledged exchangeable value, 
devoid of fluctuation in exchanges, and convertible, without 
loss or rbk, into cash in England, is an advantageous monetary 
circulation for any settlement, and not a grievance or sabject of 
complaint. Commodities to the full value of the notes can always 
be obtained at New York, Montreal, &:c. 

The description given by the Bishop of Montreal of the actual 
state of the Red River Settlement, visited by his liordahipin 1844, 
is worthy of attention. His Lordship says : — ' The whole popu- 
lation of the Red River Settlement, according to a censns with 
which I was obligingly furnished, is 6,143: of which number, 
2,798 are Roman Catholics, and 2,345 are Protestants. No Pro- 
testant worship, except that of the Church of England, has ever 
been established among the people. The heads of families are 
870 ; of whom 571 are Indians or half-breeds, natives of the terri- 
tory; 162 Canadians; 61 Orkneymen; 49 Scotchmen; 22 English- 
men ; 5 Irishmen, and 2 Swiss. Wales, Italy, Norway, Denmark, 
Germany, Poland, and the United States of America, have each 
contributed one to the list. There is also one Esquimaux Indian. 
There are 730 dwelling-houses, 1,219 barns or stables, 18 wind- 
mills, and 1 watermill. From the level character of the country, 
it may be conceived there is not much facility for the operations 
of the latter kind of construction. There are 182 horses, 749 
mares, 107 bulla, 2,207 cows, 1,580 calves, 1,976 pigs, and 3,569 
sheep. These particulars were taken in March 1843. The soil, 
which is alluvial, ia beyond example rich and productive, and 
withal so easily worked, that, although it does not quite come up 
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to the deeoription of the happy \BUkads-~reddit uHCererem tellua 
inarata quotanms — there is an instance, I was assured, of a farmt 
m which the owner, with comparatively slight labour in the 
preparatory processes, had taken a wheat crop oat of the same 
land for eighteen successive years — never changing the crop, 
never manuring the land, and never suffering it to lie fallow ; and 
that the crop was abundant to the last. And with respect to 
pasture and hay, they are to be Iiad ad libitum^ ae Nature gives 
them in the open plains. The Company dispose of their land upon 
liberal terms, teiih a frontage along the river, and I think the 
uniform depth of a mile, — with an understanding that, till further 
arrangements take place, another mile is at the disposal of the 
owner, for any benefits which he can derive from it. I speak 
from memory. It is only a small portion of the farms, next the 
river, that is ever seen enclosed. The people revel in abundance ; 
but it is all for home consumption: they have no outlet, no 
market for their produce. The liberality of the Company is also 
evinced in their permitting private traders to import goods in the 
Company's ships, although they, the Company, have stores of 
their own within the forts, — in which articles of the same descrip- 
tion are for sale. All these articles are brought across from 
Hndson's Bay, a distance of several hundred miles, in boats ; and 
these boats are drawn across the different portages upon rollers, 
or, in some places, carried upon waggons. Hence, those articles 
which are of a heavy description, are charged at a price seemingly 
out of all proportion to that of many others, which may be ob- 
tained at a moderate rate. A common grinding-stone is sold for 
twenty shillings sterling. The Company, who by their Charter 
have the privilege of issuing money, transact all their pecuniary 
concerns in British sterling, which differs considerably, as is well 
known, from the currency received in the North American 
colonies of the Crown. Their issue of paper is in three denomi* 
nations, the highest of which is one pound ; and the three are 
distinguished from each other, for the convenience of the natives 
by the different colours of the ink : red, bine, and black. The 
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boat has been now substituted for tbe canoe, upon all the lines of 
route on which the operations of the Company are r^alarly con- 
ducted, except on that which leads into Canada. The country 
in this direction is not of such a nature as to admit of introducing 
the roller or the waggon upon the portages. At the Bed River, 
and on Lake Superior, there may be seen, in the service of the 
Company, small-decked sailing veBsele, which ply between the 
ports. The number of bark and wooden canoes, kept for one 
purpose or other by the inhabitants of the Bed River, is 410. In 
the palmy days of the North-west Company, when the peltries, 
now seat home by Hudson's Bay, were taken down to be shipped 
st Montreal, the brigades of canoes amounted sometimes to forty 
in the season. The name of brigade is still given to the two or 
three loaded caaoes which start yearly from La Chine for the 
Bed River ; but the voyagenr's occupation is almost gone.'— 
{Bishop of Montrears Journal, p. 92 to 1092, Published by 
8eeley, Hatchard, & Nisbett, in 1845.) 

The Bishop of Montreal says of the Red River Settlement, 
that ' it affords a wonderfully striking example of good brought 
by the hand of God out of evil.' His lordship thus describee the 
churches there :■ — ' Along the atrip of settlement which occupies, 
with interruptions, the opposite sides of the river, the four English 
churches are situated. Tbe Indian church is about thirteen 
miles below the lower church at the rapids ; this again is about 
six from the middle church ; and the middle church about seven 
from the upper. The Indian church is a wooden building, painted 
white, fifty feet or upwards in length, with a cupola over the 
entrance. It has square-topped windows, which, so far, give it 
an unecclesiastical appearance. The lower church is also of wood, 
and of the length of fifty feet. The middle church, which is not 
quite completed, and which has been built by tbe unaided exer- 
tions of the congregation, is an edifice of stone, sixty feet long. 
The upper church, which is also of stone, is ten feet longer, and 
will accommodate 600 persons. About 400, upon one occasion, 
met me there. It contiuns soma respectable mural monuments ; 



Digitized by G(Xlg[e 



34 

smong^ others, one which was put up in memory of Mrs. Jones, 
wife of the geotlemaa who long laboured as a missionary of the 
society, and is affectionately remembered npon the spot. None 
of the churches have any sort of architectural pretensioos, but the 
two stone churches are creditable-looking buildings.' — (Pages 
79 to 81.) 

In another passage of his journal the Bishop conveys an 
impression of the state of society at the Hudson's Bay Company's 
forts at the Red Hirer, and shews the progress of the settlement. 
' I had, at the forts, the command of horses for my daily moTC- 
ments,and every accommodation afforded to me within, and every 
facility abroad, which I could require. At the Lower Fort I was 
the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Finlayson, who were in temporary 
occupation, being en route for lia Chine, where Mr. Finlayson 
had been appointed to the charge of the dep6t. He had just 
retired from the appointment of Governor of Assiniboia, for so 
the chief factor is styled — in an instrument with the Company's 
seal attached to it — who has charge within the Red River Colony 
in the territory. He was succeeded by Mr. Christie, who had 
just taken possession of the Upper Fort, where the residence of 
the Governor is made. Mrs. Finlayson, a lady from England, is 
sister to Lady Simpson, and cousin to Sir George. Mr. and Mrs. 
Christie have a daughter, who had just returned from England, 
where she had passed some years in completing her education. 
Mr. Thom, the Recorder of the territory, an exceedingly able 
man, possessing a varied range of information, and deeply 
engaged, latterly, in biblical studies, has apartments, with his 
lady and children, within the Lower Fort. There are scattered 
about the settlement several respectable retired factors or traders 
of the Company, of whom Mr. Bird ia one; some married to 
European, more to native wives. What I have here stated may 
give an idea of the society at the Red River. Although the style 
of the establishments at the forts is exceedingly plain, and the 
extreme difficulty of transport, as well as the isolated character 
and remote situation of the place itself, canse a variety of articles 
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to be dispensed with to which some of the inmates^Mrs. fUnlay- 
son, for example — bare been elsewhere accnstomed, yet there is 
far from a deficiency there to be witnessed, either of comforts or 
of habits of refinement.'— {Pages 89 to 92.) 

These impartial statements convey a lucid view of the actual 
condition of affairs at this distant and almost isolated British 
settlement, on which no care or expense has been spared by the 
Hudson's Bay Company to render it a happy and prosperous 
establishment. Its communications with ^England— are for goods 
vid Hudson's Bay — during the summer season, and for personal 
travelling and letters, vid Montreal, from which the Hed River 
is distant 1800 miles. The Company have, along this line, about 
ten stockaded posts. The Bishop of Montreal traversed the 
distance in thirty-eight days. 

We may now proceed to examine the Pacific Coast and the 
Rocky Mountains, whose highest ridges are in the parallels of 
520 ^ 530^ ai,out 8500 feet. Some peaks rise to 15 and 16,000 
feet, but the general range is 4000 to 6000 feet, diminishing 
in height towards the north. This granitic mountain chain is 
from 50 to 100 miles wide. The country termed New Caledonia, 
between the Rocky Mountains and Cascade Mountains, near the 
coast of the Pacific, is well watered, undulating in bold swells, 
with occasional plains and copses, and an abundance of forest trees, 
of which the cedar, fir, and hemlock, grow to a prodigious size. 

In New Caledonia, the Hudson's Bay Company have several 
stations, and also in the adjacent country. Fort Alexandria, in 
52" SC north, is the residence of one of the Company's chief traders, 
and here the navigation of Frazer's I^ver is begun by the northern 
brigade on their way to the north. A small open space is cleared 
for a few cattle, but the rest of the country is covered with a dense 
forest. Fort Thompson, on the Kamloop's river, is in 50" 38' 
north, and 120" 7' 10" west, Frazer's, Babine's, and McLeod's 
Forts, are on the lakes of the same names. Fort St. James, on 
Stuart's Lake, was the residence of Chief Factor Ogden, who bad 
charge of the New Caledonia Department. 
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Frazer'B River Sows througli New Caledonia, bat is not navi- 
gated beloTT Fort Thompson, owing to its dangerons falls. The 
distances from Fort Thompson to Fort Alexandria by land ie 
150 miles, and thence to Fort James 120. Commodore Wilkes 
says that the climate of this region is an&vonrable to agriculture, 
in consequence of its being ^tuated between the two ranges of 
monntains, viz. the Bocky MountiunB on the east, and the Cascade 
Monntains (of the coast) on the west, both of which ranges are 
constantly covered with snow, and in the plains or villages enow 
lies from November to May six feet deep. The Commodore 
adds, ' there are many spots of fertile land along the rivers, but the 
early frosts are a great obstacle to agriculture. At St. James, Ba- 
bine, and Frazer's Forts only potatoes and turnips can be cultivated," 

Frazer's River has its embouche six miles to the north of the 
49th parallel, which defines the United States' boundary. It is 
about a mile wide, the country around low, with a rich alluvial 
soil. Fort Langley is 20 miles from the mouth. 

Mr. Greenhow says (p. 29) that, ' the territory north of the 
49th parallel, and north-west of that dnuned by the Colombia 
River (New Caledonia), is a sterile land of enow-clad mountains, 
tortuous rivers, and lakes frozen over more than two-thirds 
of the year, presenting scarcely a single spot in which any of 
the vegetables used as food by civilized people can be produced.' 

Sir George Simpson made a journey of 2000 miles in 47 days 
from the Red River vid Fort Edmonton to Fort Colvile in 1841. 
He crossed the Rocky Mountains at the confluence of two of the 
sources of the Saskatchewan and Colombia, near Fort Kotanie, 
at an elevation of 8000 feet above the sea, with mountains rising 
about half that altitude around. The descending country to the 
Kotanie River was rugged and boggy, with thick and tangled 
forests, craggy peaks and dreary vales, here and there hills of 
parched clay, — where every shrub and blade of gross was brown 
and sapless, as if newly swept by the blast of a sirocco ; with 
occasional prmries and open swards, interspersed with gloomy 
woods or burning pine forests. In one place a valley was seen 
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thirty miles long by six wide without a tree, and environed by 
monntains. The natives of these regions were generally iu 
a wretched cooditioD. 

The coast abounds with harbonni, inlets, and islands, of which 
I^ter, that called VanconTer, or Quadra (to which I shall pre- 
sently advert), is the largest and the most important to Great 
Britain, &om its position at the termination of the United Btates' 
boundary, in the 49th parallel of latitude, and from its fine har- 
bours, there being no baven between tbe Straits of Juan de Fuca 
and San Francisco, in California. The north-western Archipelago, 
which lies north of Vancouver's Island, belongs partly to England 
and partly to Russia.* The islands within tbe Sritbh dominions 
are of various sizes; tbe largest, named 'Queen Charlotte's 
Island,' is somewhat of a triangular form, lying nearly north and 
south, the soath point in the parallel of 52°. The superficial 
area is less than that of Vancouver's Island : it has several good 
harbours, viz., on tbe north coast. Port Estrada, near Sandy Point, 
and Croft's Sound, a little brtber west. On tbe east side, 
SkitekiB,in 53" 20' north latitude; Cummashawa, near 53* north; 
and Port Sturges, farther south. On tbe west, or Pacific coast, 
Magee's Sound, in 52° 1' north latitude ; and Port Ingram, near 
the north-west extremity of the island. The country around 
some of these harbours, especially Port Estrada, (Hancock's 
^ver), and Magee's Sound, is said by the Americans to be 
fertile, and the climate comparatively mild. 

The Princess Boyal Islands lie nearer to the main land, 
between tbe parallels of 51" and 54° north latitude. Of the 
interior of the whole of these islands, little or nothing is known; 
the lai^est are traversed by mountain ridges in the direction of 
thw greatest length &om south-east to north-west. Greenhow 
says, that, probably, as regards their interior, they are rocky and 
barren. The adjacent coast is of very irregular outline, with 
numerous bays, inlets, tortuous channels, forming a labyrinth of 
passages. Simpson's River, on our north-west boundary, has a 
deep inlet, and communicates with Babine Lake, where the 
Hudson's Bay Company have a fort. The Company have also 
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tm establishment on tbe north coast of Pitt's Islands, ia tbe 
north-western Archipelago. 

The north-west coast and interior north of the parallel of 
55°, is described as extremely rugged; lofly moaotains, coyered 
with snow, rise abruptly from the ocean ; more inland, the whole 
region consists of Alpine masses, thrown together in the wildest 
confusion, so that a level site for a fort can hardly be fonnd 
within any reasonable distance of a stream or lake. It is a land 
of rocks, as difficult of access as it is impracticable in itself, 
except at the very margin of the sea. Most of the streams to 
the north of the Frazer's Hiver, are mere torrents fed by melting 
enow in summer, and in winter by the unceasing deluges of this 
dismal climate ; these streams form deep valleys in the precipi- 
tous heights of every form and magnitude in their progress to tbe 
ocean. Hence the term 'Cascade Mountains,' given to tbe coast 
line north of Vancouver's Island. The Company hold under 
lease from Russia, a fort on tbe Stifeine or Pelly's River, where 
the climate and country are alike miserable in the extreme, 
and their effects are increased by the putridity and filth of 
the adjacent Indian village. At this fort, in April 1842, the 
gentleman in charge was shot in a scuffle, and 2000 savages 
encamped around were preparing to rifle the fort, when, fortu- 
nately, Sir G. Simpson arrived in a Russian steamer. Taco 
Fort, under Dr. Kennedy, an assistant, and 22 men, is still 
farther northward on the coast, surrounded by 4000 savages, 
warlike and ferocious, who at first captured Dr. Kennedy and hie 
assistant, and required for their ransom four blankets. The fort 
is now strong. Good deer skins are obtained here. 

Fort M'Loughlin, in latitude 25° 5' N., on the north-west coast, 
near Millbank Sound, was formed in 1837, on one of the most 
rugged spots imaginable. By great and unwearied exertions for 
several years in blasting, levelling, and gravelling, the Company's 
officers have made a strong fort on a rock capable of holding out 
with 20 men, against all tbe Indians of the coast. An enclosed 
surface of three acres has been covered with sea-weed and made 
into a garden, producing potatoes, carrots, turnips, cabbages, &c. 
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A village of 500 of the Ballobola Indians, is close to tbe fort ; 
and at first these savages were dangerous and troublesome, bat 
they are now more subdued. 

Previous to an investigation of other branches of the sub- 
ject, it will be advisable to examine tbe proceedings of the 
Russian American Fur Company, whose territory includes all 
the Pacific coast and islands, north of 54° 40', and the whole 
of the continent west of 141°, the Asiatic coast of the Pacific 
north of 51", the islands of the Kurile group to the south 
point, in 45° 50'. This extensive territory has been granted 
to a Russian American Fur Company, which was established 
under charter from the Emperor Paul, 8th July, 1799, with 
power to occupy and bring, under the dominion of Buesia, all 
territories north or south of 55°, not previously occupied and 
placed under subjection by another nation. The Bnssian Com- 
pany and Hudson's Bay Company were brought into collision, 
and the latler experienced considerable loss in their endeavours to 
prevent British territory and the adjacent regions being occupied 
by the Muscovites. In 1834, the Hudson's Bay Company 
expended several thoasand pounds in an expedition to establish 
trading stations on the large river Stikine, in 56° 20'. The Rus- 
sians resented by force this procedure of the Company, although 
England claimed the privilege of navigating the rivers flowing 
from the interior of tbe Continent to tbe Pacific, across the line 
of boundary established under the treaty of 1825. The British 
Government required redress for this infraction of the treaty ; 
and after negotiation between the two Governments, and the two^ 
chartered Companies, it was agreed in 1839, that from let June, 
1840, the Hudson's Bay Company should enjoy for ten years 
the exclusive use of the continent assigned to Russia, by Mr. 
Canning in 1825, and extending from 54° 40^ north, to Cape 
Spenser, near 58„ north, in consideration of the annual payment 
of 2,000 otter skins to the Russian American Company, whose 
head quarters are at Sitka. The charter of the Russian 
Company was renewed in 1839, when they had 36 hunting 
and fishing establishments. Their stock bears a high premium. 
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Sitka, or New Arcliangel, founded in 1805, is a military station 
and the chief post of the Kuasian Fur Company. The fort mounts 
16 short eighteen, and 42 long nine pounders, and there are about 
300 officers and men. Most of the men and all the officers, 
although in the employ of the Company, receiye pay and pro- 
motion from the Russian Goremment, while attached to the 
Company, in which the Emperor is a shareholder. The Company 
have 12 yessels, varying from 100 to 400 tons each, mounting 10 
guns of difiereat calibre. 

About 12 of the Company's officers dine daily at the table of the 
Governor which is sumptuously served. There is a Greek Bishop 
with several Priests and Deacons, and also a Lutheran minister. 
There are schools for the children of Europeans and half-breede. 

Subordinate to Sitka, there is a smaller establishment of the 
same kind at Aliaska, which supplies one post in Bristol Bay, 
and three posts in Cook's Inlet, all connected with minor stations, 
in the interior. Another station in Norton Sound has its own 
inland dependencies. The Russian Company has also perma- 
nent forts or flying posts in the Aleutian and Kurile Islands, and 
a chain of agencies from Ochotsk, in Kamschatka, to St. Peters- 
burgh, for the transmission of goods, &o. The distances are 
nearly thus in geographical miles: Petersburgh — to Moscow, 460; 
to Tobolsk, 1500; to Irkutsk, 1800; to Yakusk, 1500; to Ochotsk, 
600; thence to Petropawlowsk, on the bay of Avatscha, 1300 
miles. 

The whole of the territories ie divided into six Agencies, each 
controlled by the Governor-General, who resides at Sitka. 

The inhabitants of the Kurile and Aleutian islands, and those 
of the large Island of K.odiak, are regarded as the immediate 
snbjects of the Russian Company, in whose service, every man 
between 18 and 50 may be required to pass at least three years. 
The natives of the country, adjacent to the two great bays called 
Cook's Inlet and Prince William's Sound, are also under the 
control of the Company, and obliged to pay an annual tax in furs 
and skins. The other aborigines in the Russian territories are 
not allowed to trade with any people bat those of the Russian 
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Company. In 1836, the nnmber of ItaBsians in the territories of 
the Company was 730; of native subjects, 1442 Creoles ; and about 
11,000 aborigines of the Kurile, Aleutian and Kodiak Islands. 

Wben Sir O. Simpson visited Sitka, in 1842, the operations of 
the Company were becoming more extensive than they bad 
hitherto been ; the exclusive licence of trade had been extended 
for a further term of twenty years— the Direction was about to be 
remodelled, and generally an improved order of things was in 
progress. The Russian trade in furs is considerable, not only for 
the supply of Russia itself, but also for barter with the Chinese 
at Kiachta, on the frontiers of Tartary. 

The trade of Sitka, in 1842, was estimated at 10,000 fur seals, 
1000 sea otters, 12,000 beavers, 2500 land otters, foxes, and 
martens, and 20,000 sea-horse teeth. 

Formerly the Russians killed the seal young or old, and at all 
times, to the number of 200,000 a-year, now they follow the ex- 
ample of the Hudson's Bay Company, and kill only such a 
limited number of males as have attained full growth. 

The progress of Sitka in commerce is considerable. In April 
1843, Sir G. Simpson found eleven vessels and two steamers in 
the harbour ; one, a steam tug, had its machinery cast and manu- 
fectured at Sitka. Steam pleasure boats, of two-horse power, 
have also been made there. The Alexander, of 300 tons, in which 
Sir G. Simpson made a voyage from Sitka to Ocbotsk was 
fitted more like a man-of-war than a merchant vessel. 

The proceedings of the Russian American Company appear to 
be guided by political as well as by commercial motives. In 1809 
the Russian Minister informed the United States Government 
that the ' Russian Fur Company claimed the whole coast of Ame- 
rica on the Pacific and the adjacent islands, from Behring's strait 
southward to and beyond the mouth of the Colombia river.' 
(Greenhow, p. 275.) An endearour was also made by the 
Russians to occupy the Sandwich Islands. The Hudson's Bay 
Company materially aided Mr. Canning, in 1825, in the restric- 
tion of the Russians to their present northern territories. 
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VANCOUVER'S ISLAND, COAL MINES, &c. 

Vancohver's Island is in length 290 miles, with an average 
hreadth of 65 miles ; it lies between the parallels of 48' 17' and 
60» 65" north latitude, and 123" lO and 128° 30 west longitude. 

Comparatively little is known of this fine territory, and I shall 
therefore give all the useful information obtainable. 

The following is an extract from a Report by Lieuts. Warre 
and Vavasour (of the Royal Engineers), dated 26th October, 1845. 

' From Port Discovery, we crossed the Straits to Vancouver's 
Island, commeuciug in the 48th parallel of latitude, and extend- 
ing 260 miles north, and about 50 miles in breadth. 

' This island is somewhat intersected by high mountain ranges, 
but the soil is said to be fertile, and well adapted for cultivation. 
' We visited the Hudson's Bay Company's post. Fort Victoria, 
in 48° 26' north latitude, and 123° 9' west longitude, on the 
south shore of the island, near the bead of the Narrow Inlet (of 
which we forward a sketch), where they have established a Fort, 
similar to those already described, a farm of several hundred acres, 
on which they raise wheat and potatoes, and a dep6t of provisions, 
supplies, &c. for the different trading posts farther to the north. 

' The position has been chosen solely for its agricultural advan- 
tages, and is ill adapted either as a place of refuge for shipping, - 
or as a position of defence. 

' The country to the south of the Straits of De Fuca, between 
Puget Sound and the coast, is overrun by high rugged moun- 
tains, presenting great difficulty in traversing, and but few induce- 
ments to the farmer. 

' Between the above-mentioned points, there are some fine 
harbours, among which we may mention Port Discovery and 
Dungeness, on the south shore, and a bay within three miles of 
Fort Victoria, called the ' Squimal,' by the Indians, which, from 
superficial observation, appear to afford anchorage and protection 
for ships of any tonnage. — (See page 44.) 

' The above-mentioned harbours contain an abundant supply 
of fresh water, in which the rest of the coast is very deficient 
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Large rivers are formed in the winter season, which become per- 
fectly dry during the Bnmmer. 

' There is coal in the ueigbbourhood of Pugefs Soand, and 
on the Cowlitz River*. The epecimens ased by the Hndsoa's 
Bay Company, were obtained from the surface, and were probably 
on that account not found good. 

' The Bpecimeus of lead found in the mountains on the coast are 
apparently very fine. The fisheries (salmon and sturgeon) are 
inexhaustible, and game of all descriptions is said to abound. 

' The timber is extremely luxuriant, and increases in value, as 
you reach a more northern latitude — that in 50' to 64' 
being considered the best. Pine, spruce, red and white oak, ash, 
cedar, arbutus, poplar, maple, willow, and yew, grow in this 
section of country, north of the Columbia River. The cedar and 
pine become of an immense size. 

' At INisqually, near the head of Puget's Sound, is the &rm of 
the Puget's Sound Company, commenced in 1839, and supported 
chiefly by the gentlemen of the Hudson's Bay Company. They 
here cultirate wheat and potatoes, &c., but the magnificent 
ranges of rich prairie country, between the shores of Puget's 
Sound, and the Cascade Mountains to the east, are chiefly lised 
as pasturage for the immense herds of cattle and sheep ; the 
greater number of which were brought from California in 
1840-41, From Nisqually we crossed the headwaters of several 
large streams, among others the Nisqually and Cbetreels Rivers, 
rising in the Cascade Mountains, extending along the coast to 
latitude 49°. These rivers have their channels sunk in some places 
upwards of a hundred feet below the level of the country, render- 
ing them extremely dangerous and difficult to traverse at the 
seasons of high water. The Chetreels flows into Grey's Bay, on 
the Pacific, is navigable for small boats and canoes, and forma a 
barred harbour for vessels of small tonnage. 

' The country is easy of access from Nisqually to the Chetreels 

• Commodore Wilkea sayB he ■ eiainiiieil til tht pl&oei ihM indicated caul, and 
Xoond only %ni/e.'— (VoL iv, p. 818.) 
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River, when the soil changes from gravelly loam to a stifF clay, 
and nnmeroue litde rivers, which overflow their banks and flood 
the country for an immense distance during the winter and 
spring freshets, render the land journey to the Cowlitz Biver 
difficult, and, during that season, almost impracticable. 

' There are a few fomilies settled on plains on this roate, and the 
Americans are forcing themselves as far north as Fuget's Sound. 
During our travels we met five &aiilies on their route to the 
prairies in that vicinity. 

' There is a settlement of about ninety Canadian families on 
the Cowlitz River, where the Puget's Soand Company have 
abont 1000 acres of ground under cultivation. This farm is 
situftted about thirty-five miles from the Columbia. 

'The coarse of the Cowlitz is rapid,aQd,in high water dangerous, 
but presenting no obstacles that are not overcome by the energy 
and perseverance of the Canadian boatmen. A small establish- 
ment has been formed at themouth of the Cowlitz River, as a 
store for wheat, &c. which the Hudson's Bay Company export in 
large quantities to the Russian settlement at Sitka, and to the 
Sandwich Islands.' 

The following extract of a Report from Lieut. Vavasour, of 
the Royal Engineers, to Captain Hblloway, dated Ist March, 
1846, refers to the Hudson's Bay Company's establishment 
on Vancouver's Island. 
' Fort Victoria is situated on the southern end of Vancouver's 
Island, in the small harbour of Cammusan, the entrance to which 
is rather intricate. The fort is a square enclosure of 100 yards, 
surrounded by cedar pickets twenty feet in height, having octa- 
gonal bastions, containing each six 6-pounder iron guns at the 
north-east and south-west angles ; the buildings are made of 
squared timber, eight in number, forming three sides of an oblong. 
This fort has lately been established ; it is badly situated with 
regard to water and position, which latter has been chosen for its 
agricultural advantages only. About three miles distant, and 
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nearly connected by a small inlet, is the Squimal Harbour, which 
is very commodious and acceBsible at all times, offering a mnch 
better position, and having also the advantf^e of a snpply of 
water in the vicinity. 

' This is the best built of the Company's forts ; it requires loop- . 
holing, and a platform or gallery, to enable men to fire over the 
pickets ; a ditch might be cut round it, but the rock appears on 
the sur&ce in many places. 

' There is plenty of timber of every description on Vancouver's 
Island, as also limestone, which could be transported to Nisqually, 
or other places in the territory, where it may be hereafter deemed 
necessary to form permanent works, barracks, &c.' 



The Straits of Juan de Fuca, which separate Vancouver's 
Island from the main land, may be safely navigated ; the shores 
are straight and bold; on the south, composed of perpendicular 
cliffs that run back in high and rugged peaks ; on the north, rocky, 
and in some places formed of reddish granite. 

Mr. Chief Factor Douglas surveyed the south coast of Van- 
couver's Island in 1842, and, after a careful survey, fixed on the 
port of Camosack as the most eligible site for the Hudson's Bay 
Company's factory within the Straits of De Fuca. At Camosack 
there is a range of plains nearly six miles square, containing a 
great extent of valuable tillage and pasture land, abundance 
of timber around, and water power for flour or saw mills on the 
canal of Camosack. 

At this place the Hudson's Say Company have established the 
station called Fort Victoria, to which reference has been above 
made; they have erected buildings and stores, enclosed and cropped 
land, and stocked the place with cattle. The country is fine, the 
climate salubrious, and the necessaries of life abundant. 

Mr. Douglas, after investigating the south cossf of the 
island, says — ' Camosack is a pleasant and convenient site for the 
establishment, within fifty yards of the anchorage, on the border 
of a large tract of clear land which extends eastward to Point 
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Gonzalo, at the south-east extremity of the island, and about six 
miles interiorly, being the most picturesque, and decidedly the 
most valuable part of the island that we had the good fortune to 
discover. 

' The accompanying ground plan shews pretty correctly the 
distribution of wood, water, and prairie upon the surface, and to it 
I beg to refer you for information upon such points. 

* More than two-thirds of this section consists of prairie land, 
and may be converted either to purposes of tillage or pasture, for 
which I have seen no part of the Indian country better adapted ; 
the rest of it, with the exception of the ponds of water, ie covered 
with valuable oak and pine timber. I observed, generally 
speaking, bat two marked varieties of soil on the prairies, that of 
the best land is a dark vegetable mould, varying from nine to 
fourteen inches in depth, overlaying a substrate of greyish clayey 
loam, which produces the rankest growth of native plants that I 
have seen in America. The other variety is of inferior value, and 
to judge from the le?s vigorous appearance of the vegetation upon 
it, naturally more unproductive. Both kinds, however, produce 
abundance of grass, and several varieties of red clover grow on 
the rich moist bottoms. In two places partlcalarly we saw sevenil 
acres of clover growing with a luxuriance and compactness more 
resembling the close sward of a well-managed lea, than the 
produce of an uncultivated waste. 

' Being pretty well assured of the capabilities of the soil as 
respects the purposes of agriculture, the climate being also mild 
and pleasant, we ought to he able to grow every kind of grain 
raised in England. On this point, however, we cannot speak 
confidently until we have tried the experiment and tested the 
climate, as there may exist local influences destructive of the 
husbandman's hopes, which cannot be discovered by other means. 
As, for instance, it is well known that the damp fogs which daily 
spread over the shores of Upper California blight the crops and 
greatly deteriorate the wheat grown near the sea coast in that 
country. I am not aware that any such effect is ever felt in the 
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temperate climate of Britain, nearly corresponding in its insular 
situation and geograpiiical position with Vancouver's Island, and 
I hope the latter will also enjoy an exemption from an eril at 
once disastroQs and irremediahle. We are certain that potatoes 
thrive, and grow to a large size, as the Indians have many small 
fields in cultivation which appear to repay the labour bestowed 
upon them, and I hope that other crops will do as well. The 
canal of Camosack la nearly six miles long, and its banks are well 
wooded thronghout.' The results of the Hudson's Bay Company's 
farming at Vanconver's Island have answered, it is noderstood, 
the most sanguine expectations. 

Information respecting the coal obtainable in Vancouver's Island 
is contained in the following — 

Copy of a letter^from the Board of Management of the Hadson's 
Bay Company addressed to J. A. Dontze, Esq., Captiun of 
B.M.S. J'w^Kdrrf, dated Fort Vancouver, 7th September, 
1846, which the Lords of the Admiralty have &voured me 
with for this publication. 

' Sir, — Since we had last the pleasure of addressing you on 
the 11th ult. this settlement has not been disturbed by any repeti- 
tion of the offences mentioned in that letter. A great number of 
Americans have been down from the Wallamette and made ex- 
cursions into the country around this place with the view of 
discovering eligible situations for settlements, but they have com- 
mitted no overt act of trespass on the rights of the prior occupants 
of the land. 

'The Americans having never shewn any predilection for 
settling ou the north side of the Columbia lUver until the United 
States' schooner. Shark, arrived at this port, and the excitement 
among them having greatly abated since her departure from 
hence, we cannot help thinking that the people were directly or 
indirectly encouraged by the officers of that vessel to encroach 
upon onr settlements. This was, to speak of it in the mildest 
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terms, a most imprudent act on their part, which cannot possibly 
do an; good, nor add one iota to the rights of the United States ; 
but, on the contrary, must tend to much evil, by dragging the 
ignorant and over-exciteable population of the country into mis- 
ohievoas courses. 

'We beg to add, in justice to Captain How ison, the commander 
of the Shark, that be evinced much concern on observing the 
lengths to which his countrymen were disposed to carry thrir 
encroachments, and made some exertions to put a stop to their 
proceedings. 

' The prevailing opinion among the Americans now appears to 
be, that Great Britain will give up the Columbia and accept the 
49th parallel of latitude as a boundary, and, moreover, they firmly 
believe that the British subjects in this country will not be allowed 
to hold the lands they now occupy when the Government of the 
United States comes into possession ; consequently, each and all 
are striving to establish pre-emption rights on our settlements, in 
hopes of coming into possession the moment we are, according to 
their views, obliged to surrender them. 

* In your communication to the officer in chaise of Fort Vic- 
toria, you request all the information in oar power as to the coals 
on Vancouver's Island, and we will now do ourselves the pleasure 
of detailing all that is known to as on the subject. 

' From the indications of the strata, which have been carefully 
examined, it appears very probable that this mineral abounds 
over all the north-eastern part of Vancouver's Island, that is to 
say, from Cheslakers, latitude 50* 36' , to Cape 9cott,at its northern 
extremity, as traced by a dotted line in the accompanying sketch. 
The spot, however, femiliarly known to as as the Coal Mine, and 
where the coal bed rises above the surface, is situated in McNeil's 
Harbour, on the line of coast designated, its position being about 
latitude 60° 39'; lon^tnde 127» KV west, and ia marked Coal 
Mine on the sketch. The coal beds, to the partial extent they 
have been explored, appear to be divided by intenbediate layers 
of sandstone, and are seen most distinctly on the open beach, ex- 
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tending over a space of about one mile in length, generally within 
the line of high water : the mineral having eridentljr been laid 
bare by the wash of the sea, which has in course of time frittered 
and worn away the incambent mould and sandstone. A freah 
water rivulet which runs across the bed in a direction perpendicular 
to the beach, has also laid hare a transverse section of the coal to 
the distance of three quarters of a mile from the sea, shewing 
that the bed rnns in a nearly horizontal direction as far as that 
point, beyond which the depth of the strata has not been ascer- 
tained. 

' It is, however, important to know that the coal can be worked 
with comparatively small expense over a field of such extent. 

' We have not ascertained to what depth the snrfece bed ex- 
tends, but we know it exceeds three feet ; having explored to 
that depth without finding any interposing stratum of mould. 

' A large quantity of coal may at any time be got there, by 
employing the Indians, who are numerous and active, to dig 
and transport them to the ship. They are by no means averse to 
snch employment, and ask a very moderate remuneration for their 
labour. 

' On one occasion, when we employed them for that purpose, 
they brought in upwards of ninety tons in a few days, which 
they dug with hatchets and other inconvenient implements ; and 
there is no doubt, that with proper excavating toob, they could 
have done the work much more expeditiously. 

' Besides the loss of time, the want of tools is attended with 
another disadvantage, as it conGnes the workmen to the mere 
surbce lumps, which is deprived of its bitumen by exposure to 
tbe weather, and does not burn bo freely as the substrata. 

* The coals born remarkably well when exposed to a strong 
blast in the liirnace of the steam vessel. Externally tbe coal is 
hard and brittle, interspersed with sulphuret of iron, and contains 
but little earthy or incombustible matter*. 

■ The TaucouTei coal has been died in Englaad, and auBweis well for forge work. 
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* It requires rather a higher temparatni^ to bum than the 
better kind of Newcastle coals, bat is superior io this respect to 
some of the kiuds sold in the London market. It containa eu\- 
phur, a pretty large proportion of bitumenoas matter, and yields 
coke in the proportion of 52 per cent. 

' If the British QoTemment has any intention of making this 
coal available fbr the use of their steam navy, it will be neces- 
sary, in order to keep a constant supply on hand, to form an 
establishment on the spot, of sufficient force to protect it against 
the natives, who are numerous, bold, and treacherous, and also 
to carry on the mining operations. We would in such a case 
recommend that an application on the subject be made to the 
Directors of the Hudson's Bay Company in London, who could 
in a short time take measures to get the necessary means col- 
lected ander the management of experienced persons, acquainted 
with Indian character, and capable of drawing the greatest pos- 
sible advantage from their presence. 

' We shall be most happy to do anything in oar power to 
forward this object, but it will in the first place be necessary to 
enter into arrangements with the Directors of the Company in 
London, as we have not the means in the country, and we do not 
feci at liberty to undertake a measure of such importance without 
their sanction. 

' We take the liberty of making this suggestion as to the 
proper mode of proceeding, in order that no time may be lost 
hereafter in carrying out the ulterior arrangements, should 
Government deem it an object of importance to form an esta- 
blishment at M'Neill Harbour, or at some other point for the 
purpose of collecting coals for the regular supply of the steam 
navy in the Pacific, 

' We remain. Sir, 

' With much respect, 

' Your most obedient servants, 
(Signed) ' Fbtbb Skbbn Oodbn, 

* James Dooolas." 
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A furtber deEcription of the coal region in Yanconyer's laland, 
and the mode of obtaining this valuable mineral, is given in the 
following statement from Captain George F. Gordon, of Her 
Majesty's steamer Cormorant. Admiral Sir George Seymour, 
Naval Commander-in-chief, says — ' In transmitting this report 
from Captain George Gordon, I consider it my duty to add, that 
daring the service on which he has been employed on the very 
distant parts of this station from which he has returned, he 
has continued to display his merit as one of the best steam 
officers in Her Majesty's service.' Having served in early life as 
a brother officer with Captain Gordon in the arduons expedi- 
tion of the Leven and Barracouta under Commodore W. F. W. 
Owen, I venture to add my testimony of the high character of 
this distinguished officer, who has expressed a decided opinion 
in favour of the Hudson's Bay Company, with whose proceed- 
ings he was well acquunted. 

H. M. Steam Sloop Cormorant, Nisqnally, 
October 7, 1846. 

' Sir, — With reference to that part of your letter of the 15th 
September last, wherein you direct me to ascertain whether the 
coals which are said to abound on the northern partofVanconver's 
Island, can be collected in a sufficient quantity to afford a supply 
for steam-fuel, I have the honour to inform you, that having 
arrived at McT^eil's Harbour for that purpose, I made known to 
the natives through Mr. Sangster, my wish to obtain a supply, 
and the next day several canoes came laden with coal, and they 
continued to increase in number until our departure, 

' At the advice of Mr. Sangster, I slung a tub, holding about 
six cwt. from the fore yard, which was lowered into a canoe and 
quickly filled : in this manner we received sixty-two tons from 
the 24th to the 26th, paying for each tub as it came up by arti- 
cles of trifling value, which I procnred at your suggestion from 
the officer in charge of Fort Victoria. The whole of the ex- 
penses incurred, including a few presents necessarily made to the 
Chiefs, will make the coals average not more than 4s. per ton. 
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' Daring onr stay, I proceeded on shore, accompanied hj Mr. 
Sangater and the first and second engineers. I found the north- 
west point of McNeil's Harbour to be a Peninsula, and in honour 
of the First Lord of the Admiralty, I called it Ellenborough. 
We fbnnd a seam of coal just below high water-mark, which 
appeared to descend at an angle of aboat 30" toward the land. 
We then ascended the hill, and very near the top, at about sixty 
feet above the level of the sea, in the bed of the stream, we found 
a layer of freestone, at about 5 feet 6 inches below a surface of 
peat, and below that a seam of coal much resembling in appear- 
ance the Euglish Newcastle coal. This seam was ten inches 
thick with freestone below ; having bored through and blasted 
this we came to another seam 18 inches in thickness, both 
seams appearing to run parallel to each other, descending at an 
angle of 20° in a north-westerly direction. 

' Being coniident from these two trials that the seams thicken 
lower down, I did not make any further experiments here, but 
proceeded the next day to a small sheltered bay about eight 
miles farther down the coast to the north-west, which was called 
Baillie Hamilton Bay, after Captain Baillie Hamilton, Secretary 
of the Admiralty. Here we observed another rich seam, extending 
along the beach below high water-mark, and which we traced a 
quarter of a mile in an inland direction. 

' The seams we found were similar in appearance and thick- 
ness to those on Ellenborough Peninsula, which confirms me in 
an opinion I had formed, that they were connected. 

' On trial we found the coal of good quality ; they flare much 
in the furnace, and do qot appear to have any of the injurious 
efiects on either the fire-bars or furnaces that Welch coal has. 
The proportionate expense for four hoars, as compared with 

Scotch and Welch, is as follows, viz. : — 

Tons. Cwt 

'Welch 2 8 

'Scotch .- 2 14 

' Ellenborough and Hamilton 2 18 

' This difierence may appear considerable in proportion ; but 
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the coal having been procured, from the surface where it has been 
expoBed to the action of the atmosphere, and much of it totbein- 
juriouB effects of salt water, vill weigh considerably in favour of 
the Ellenborough and Hamilton coal. Had it been procared at 
several feet from the sur&ce, I hare no hesitation in saying that 
the result would be at least eqaal to the best Scotch coal. We 
have also tried it at the forge, and welded several bars of 1^ and 
1^ inch, and the heats were as clean as if taken with the best 
English coal. 

' It is my belief, that the field does not extend farther to the 
westward than the eastern shore of Beaver Harbour, and to 
the eastward than the Innihish River, marked in the accompa- 
nying plan by a dotted line ; indeed, the feature of the country 
from Beaver Harbour to Shucbaste, is qnite different, being 
covered with hard blue whin rock, without any appearance of 
freestone whatever. 

' It is impossible to form any opinion of the extent of the field 
in an inland direction, but from the appearance of the conntry, 
I am of opinion that it is very considerable. 

' On first going on shore, the natives appeared tenacious of our 
examining the coals, and accused us of coming to steal them ; but 
having made a few presents to some of the chiefe, they entered 
into our views, and became very active, and I am only surprised, 
that with the rude implements they have for digging, vis. 
hatchets and wooden wedges, they were able to procure so lai^e 
a quantity in so short a time, and I am persuaded, that with 
the means we have, assisted by the natives, we could fill our coal 
bunkers in from ten to fourteen days. 

' The natives are a fine race of men, and appear industrious 
and friendly, but are much addicted to thieving. 

' In conclnsion, I b^ leave to remark, that the coal district, 
in my opinion, is admirably situated, possessing, as it does, ex- 
cellent anchorage in its neighbourhood, and being so Jar north, 
that vessels of almost any burthen can approach it by way of 
Cape Scott, thus avoiding the difficult and dangerous navi- 
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gation of Sir George Seymour's Narrows and Johnfltone's 
Straits. 

' I have tlie honor to be, 
' Sir, 
' Your most olwdieot humble Servant, 
(Signed) 'G.T. Gordon, Commander. 

'To JoHK A. DuKTZE, Esq., 
Captain of H.M.S, Fisgard, and Senior Officer.' 

The following is an extract of a Despatch from Hear-Admiral 
Sir George Seymour, dated H.M.S. Collingtuood, 26tb 
February, 1847. 

' The harbour of Esquimalt, near the new establishment of the 
Hudson's Bay Company's fort, Victoria, in the straits of Juan de 
Fuca, is described to be capable of receiving ships of the line in 
security, and is a valuable addition to our knowledge of the 
island, of which, in general, I am glad to see Captiun Gordon 
has formed a very favourable impression.' 

In due time, further information will doubtless be obtained as 
to the extent of cultivable land in Vancouver's Island ; what is 
known is favourable to its occupation by British subjects, and 
the fort formed by the Hudson's Bay Company, is the nucleus of 
a colony which may be extended as circumstances require. I 
venture to express a hope, that a very moderate price be fixed on 
the land : twelve years ago, I stood almost alone in opposition to 
what was termed the ' Wakefield Principle,' of selling all land at 
an uniform, or at least a minimum price of 20<. per acre. New 
South Wales has now found the disadvantage of this measure, 
which has checked the sale of land, and turned emigrants, who 
would have been farmers, into * squatters,' holding large tracts of 
territory under licence. 

Much will depend on the adoption of a liberal principle in 
the granting of land, to make Vancouver's Island a flourishing 
colony. 
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¥art ii. 

CONSTITUTION AND WORKING OF THE 
HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY. 

Thb Constitution of the Hudson's Bay Company is foanded 
on the Royal Charter of 2nd May, 1670, (aee Appendix A,) at 
which period the Crown poseesBed, and eometimes exercised, the 
right of granting dominion and exclusive trade to individaals, 
or to associations, without the Sovereign asking the consent, or 
the grantee needing the sanction of Parliament. 

The Charter issued by Charles II. to Prince Rupert and his 
associates, in the Hudson's Bay Company, was granted in per- 
petuittf, — has the same ralidity as any other Royal Charter, and 
is as truly a rightful property, as is the land or houses of an 
Englishman's private estate. The lawfulness of the Charter, or 
of the Company founded on the Charter, have never been qnes- 
tioaed by the Crown or Parliament ; on the contrary, there 
has been a full recognition in various public documents, such oa 
the treaty of Utrecht in 1713, and the treaty of Oregon in 1846, 
which gives to the Hudson's Bay Company the right of navi- 
gating the Columbia ; — in various Acta of Parliament, viz. : 2ttd 
of William and Mary, A.D. 1690, which ' ratified, confirmed, and 
established the said Ijetters Patent, or Charter, hereinbefore men- 
tioned, bearing date, second day of May in the two and twentieth 
year of his said late Majesty, King Charles II., to the Governor and 
Company of Adventurers of England, trading into Hudson's Bay, 
and to their successors, /or ever*.' : — By 6 Ann, c. 37, when all the 

■ This was merel; B declaratory Act for ■ coDfirming lo the Oovemoc nnd Compui; 
trading lo Hadson'a Bay their pritilegea and trad«,' aud was pasEed under the erroneons 
idea that the ' pnnishmeQl of offendera, racOTering of (orfeiturea and fines, the making 
of bye-laws, ardera, rules, and conslitntiong, for the due management of the trade, cammt 
be to effeciualig dune ai by atith/mti/ iff J'arliamttii.' Thia Act did not in any manner 
queatioD or inlerfers with Ihe powers and rights conferred by the charter of 1070 ; on 
the contrary, it recogniaed them in the strongest and moel explicit terms ; deolered lliat 
the said ■ Governor and Company and Iheir aacceasora ahall at all timet from henceforth 
stand, continue, and be a body politic and corporate in deed and in name, according to 
the purport and effect of the said chailer,' which ' ahall from henceforth be good and 
effectual and available in the law, and to all intents, conBlrnctions, and purposes, to 
the aforesaid Governor and Company and their auceeaaora for evermore. This Act 
effectually enabled the Company to restrain interlopers, and its renewal on expiry at 
Ihe end of seven yeara was unueceasary. 
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estates, rights, and privileges, of the Hadson's Bay Company, 
were declared to be saved, iiotwithstaDding the tenor and ten- 
deocy of the Act, which proposed to facilitate the Colonial trade. 
— By 14 Geo. III., c. 83, the northern boundary of Canada was 
to be the southern boundary of ' the territory granted to the 
Hudson's Bay Company :'— By 1 & 2 Geo. IV., c. 66, the Charter 
of Rupert's Land was twice expressly recognised. Thus, by the 
Parliaments of England and of Scotland, and by the Parliament of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, the Charter of 1670 has been 
recognised and confirmed. 

The Crown recognition of the Charter has been manifested on 
several occasions ; especially by the Royal licence of Geoi^e the 
Fourth, dated Carlton House, 5th December, 1821, which was 
issued to the Hudson's Bay Company, and to W.&S.M'Gillivray 
and Bdward Gllice, Esqrs., for the exclusive privilege of trading 
with the Indians in all such parts of North America as should be 
specified, ' not heiny part of the lands or territories Iteretofore 
granted to the Governor and Company of Adventurers of England, 
trading to Hudson's Bay ;' and this Royal licence was expressly 
issued to prevent the admission of individual or associated bodies 
into the North American Fur trade, as ' the competition in the 
said trade has been found for some years to be productive of 
great inconvenience and loss, not only to the siud Hudson's Bay 
Company and Associations, but to the said trade in general, and 
also of great injury to the native Indians, and others our 
subjects.' 

The Royal licence ' of exclusive trade with the Indians in 
certain parts of North America, for a further term of 21 years, 
and upon the surrender of the former grant,' was issued by Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, dated Buckingham Palace, May 30, 1838, 
to the Hudson's Bay Company alone (Messrs. M'Gillivray and 
E. EUice having surrendered their rights and interests under the 
previous licence to the Hudson's Bay Company,) ' to encourage 
the trade with the Indians of North America, and prevent, as 
much as possible, a recurrence of the evils referred to in the 
previous grant.' — (See Appendix B.) 
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After these documents, it may be as well to refer to tbe 
recorded opiniona of the distinguished lawyers, Samuel Romilly, 
G. S. Holroyd, William Cruse, J. Scarlett, and John Bell, given 
on the 10th June, 1814, as follows : ' We are of opinion that the 
grant of the soil contained in the Charter is good, and that it will 
include all the countries the waters of which flow into Hudson's 
Bay ; that an individual, holding from the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, a lease or grant, in fee simple, of any portion of their 
territory, will be entitled to all tbe ordinary rights of landed 
property in England ; that the grant of civil and criminal juris- 
diction is valid, and to be exercised by the Governor and Council 
as Judges, who are to proceed according to the laws of England ; 
that the Company may appoint a Sheriff to execute judgments, 
and do his duty as in England ; that all persons will be subject 
to tbe jurisdiction of the Court, who reside, or are found within 
the territories over which it extends, and we do not think that 
the Act 43 Geo, III., c. 138, {commonly called the Canada 
Jurisdiction Act) gives jurisdiction within the territories of the 
Hudson's Bay Company — the same being within the jurisdiction 
of their own Governors and Council,' 

No charters issued even now by the Crown, de mero motu, 
require any sanction or confirmation by Parliament ; the minister, 
under whose advice they may be granted, is responsible of course 
to Parliament. 

The Charter granted in 1670 by Charles II, resembled in its 
privilege of exclusive trade tbe Charter granted by Queen Eliza- 
beth in 1599 to the Company of Adventurers trading to the East 
Indies, and in its territorial rights was conformable to other 
Royal Charters granted by Elizabeth, James I„ William and 
Mary, &c. 

The Hudson's Bay Company, according to tbe printed list of 
17th November, 1847, consists of 239 proprietors, representing a 
capital stock of £.400,000. The aSairs of the corporation are 
managed by a Governor, Deputy Governor, and Committee of 
seven, elected by Proprietors holding each not less than JE.900 
stock for six months previous to voting, except such stock be 
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acquired Ly beqaest, marriage, kc. Of the 239 proprietors, fifty- 
five have mora than two votes. Each member of the Committee 
must hold DOt less than £.1800 stock. The annexed Charter of 
1670 prescribes the mode of election, oaths to be administered, 
Ice, ; authorises the Governor and Company to make laws and 
ordinances for the good government of their territory, and the 
advancement of trade, and to impose penalties and punishments 
not repDgnast to the laws of England, as shown in the following 
clause : — ' The Governor and his Council of the several and 
respective places where the said Company shall have plantations, 
forts, factories, colonies, or places of trade, within any of the 
countries, lands, or territories hereby granted, may have power to 
judge all persons belonging to the said Governor and Company, 
or that shall live under them, in all causes, whether civil or 
criminal, according to the laws of this kingdom, and to execute 
justice accordingly. And, in case any crime or misdemeanor 
shall be committed in any of the said Company's plantations, 
forts, factories, or places of trade, within the limits aforesaid, 
where judicature cannot be executed for want of a Governor and 
Council there, then, in such case, it shall and may be lawful for 
the Chief Factor of that place, and his Council, to transmit 
the party, together with the offence, to each other plantation, 
factory, or fort where there shall be a Governor and Council, 
where justice may be executed.' The Company has, accordingly, 
established, at the Bed Biver Settlement, at a considerable 
expense, a Governor, Council, Recorder, Sheriff, Coroner, &c. 
for the due government of the afiairs of the Assiniboia or Red 
River territory, and for the careful and legal administration of 
justice throughout Rupert's Land. 

The charge of the learned Recorder, Adam Thorn, to the 
Grand Jury of Assiniboia, 20th February, 1845, is an able docu- 
ment with reference to the jurisdiction of the Court, — the duties 
of the Grand and Petty Jurors, — the power of the law over 
civil suits and criminal prosecutions, — the proceedings of the 
magistracy in Rupert's Land, and the practical dispensation of 
justice. Offences of a petty nature are not dealt with in a sum- 
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maryway,a8m England, by justices of tliepeace ; in the Hudson's 
Bay territories, they are subject to the scrutinizing inquisition of 
a jury of the colonists. Trial by jury, although not enjoined by 
the Royal Charter of 1670, was introduced into the Bed River 
settlement by Sir G. Simpson, under the directions of the Hud- 
son's Bay authorities in England. 

From February 1840, to November 1844, no crime occurre'l 
in Rupert's Land to require the summoning of a grand jury 
the charge of the learned Recorder, referred to above, arose ouC 
of a case of homicide of an Indian woman by an Indian man 
within the limits of the Red River settlement, under the influence 
of drunkenness. It appears that crime is comparatively rare in 
Rupert's Land, and that justice is effectively and mercifully 
administered under the same safeguards that exist in England*. 

The fur and peltry traffic of the Company is regulated by a 
Deed Poll, bearii^ date 26th March, 1821, on the junction of 
the north-wcat traders with the Hudson's Bay Company; and 
by another Deed Poll, bearing date 6th June, 1834, ' for ascer- 
taining the rights and prescribing the duties of the chief factors 
and the chief traders, and for conducting the trade.' The Deed 
Poll of 1821 was made between the Hudson's Bay Company on 
the one part, and on the other part by W. and S. Mc Gillivray 
and Edward Ellice, who represented in England the interests of 
the wintering partners in America of the north-west traders — 
whose partnership expired in 1821 — and who, as they received 
little or no profits, were desirous of merging their interests in those 
oftheHudson'sBay Company. A co-partnery was therefore agreed 
to for twenty-one years, on the basis that each should provide an 
equal capital for carrying on the trade. 

The expenses of establishments in England and America are 
paid out«f the trade ; no expense relating to colonization, or to 
any business separate from trade, forms a chaise on the concern. 
Profits are divided into 100 shares, of which, forty are divided 
between chief factors and chief traders, according to profit and 

• See letters in Appendix from two clergymea of tlie Ckurch of Engluid on the 
present bUIs of the Bed RiTet Settlement. 
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loss ; if a loss occur in one year on these forty ebarea, it is 
made good out of the profits of next year. Inventory, general 
account, and tariff of goods, are made out yearly on 1st June; 
and if profits are not paid to parties within fourteen days after 
Ist June, interest is allowed of fire per cent. 

The Governor and Company appoint governors to preside at 
councils of chief factors, who carry into efieot all acts authorized 
by the Charter, Senior chief traders assist in forming council, if 
there be not seven chief factors present : each member of council 
has a vote ; two-thirds form a majority for decision. There must 
be three chief factors, besides the President, to constitute a Council. 

By the Deed Poll of 1821, there were twenty-five chief factors 
and twenty-eight chief traders appointed, who were named in 
alternate saccession from the Hudson's Bay Company, and 
North-West Company's servants. 

The servants of both Companies were placed on an equal foot- 
ing ; the 40 shares out of the 100, were subdivided into 86 shares, 
and each of the 25 chief factors was entitled to 2 shares or -^ths, 
and each of the 28 chief traders to ^th, — the remaining 7 out 
of the 85 shares were appropriated to old servants, in certain pro- 
portions, for seven years. 

The chief factors superintend the business of the Company at 
the respective stations, and the chief traders under them carry on 
the trade with the Indians. The clerks serve nnd^ both; the 
humblest clerk, who goes out from the Orkneys or elsewhere, by 
good conduct may rise to the chief positions in the service of the 
Company. The salaries of the clerks vary from £.20 to £,100 
per annum. 

The chief factors and traders who winter in the interior are 
allowed, in addition to their share of profits, certain personal neces- 
saries free of charge : they are not of course permitted to carry 
on any private trade for themselves with the Indians; strict 
accounts, inventories, valuations, &c., are required of them an- 
nually, and the Councils at the respective posts have power to 
mulct, admonish, or suspend any of the Company's servants. 

Three chieffactorsandtwochieftraders are allowed to leave the 
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country annually for one year. A chief &ctor or a chief trader, 
after wintering three years in the service of the Company, may 
retire and hold his full share of profits for one year after retiring 
and half of the share for the four ensuing years. If he winters 
for five years, then half for six years. Three chief factors, or two 
chief factors and two chief traders, are allowed to retire annually 
according to rotation. The representatives of a chief factor or 
chief trader, who may die after having wintered five years, 
receive all the benefit to which the deceased himself would 
have been entitled had he lived ; and in like proportions for 
less duration of service. 

The accounts are kept with great accuracy, the hasiness con- 
ducted with punctuality, and the whole machinery of the 
Company is worked with order and economy, under the watchfiil 
care of a Governor and Committee in London. 

Sales are made by public auction of furs or peltry, several 
times in each year, at the Company's premises in London. There 
is no upset. price for the goods; they are sold to the highest 
bidder. The Company has no monopoly, as some suppose, of the 
importation of furs, &e. into England ; they have to compete with 
those of the United States of America, of Bussia, Norway, &c., 
and if other traders can sell lower than the Company, the public 
have, of course, the benefit. Beaver and other skins are now 
sold at mach lower prices than formerly, and the steady supply 
from the Hudson's Bay territories has materially tended to the 
reduction of the price of foreign furs and skins, and has made 
' London undoubtedly the most extensive market for furs in the 
world.' [Greenhow, p. 412.] 

By the printed list of the sale in March 1848, it appears 
that the following goods were sold by auction at the Hudson's 
Bay House in Fenchorch Street:— 6780 otter; 4580 fisher; 
900 fox, silver; 18,100 ditto, cross, red, white, and kitt; 2666 
bear, black; 536 ditto, brown, grey, and white; 30,100 lynx; 
9800 wolf; 680wolverin; 121,000 marten; 24,000 mink skins; 
and sundry furs ;-r-and on 30th August, 1848, 21,349 beaver 
skins; 64 lbs. coat beaver and pieces; 808 otter akins; 195 sea 
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otter; 160 fiir seal; 744 fisher; 1344 fox; 2997 bear; 29,785 

marten; 14,103 mink; 18,653 musquash; 1551 swan; ]016 

lynx; 632 cat; 1494 wolf ; 228 wolverin; 2090 raccoon; and 

2884 deer skins ; &:c. &c. 

Caprice, &shion, changes in trade, or in the nse of the difierent 

articles for manufacture, materially influences the price of goods; 

thus, for instance, the introduction of silk hats has much reduced 

the price of beaver skins and other furs. 

The fall in the price of all skins has been very great, but as 

beater constitutes the largest item in value, the reduction of 

profit to the Company will be seen by a comparison with the 

prices and amount of sales in 

1839 and 1846. 
Price of beaver skin . . 27s. 6d. 3s. bd. 
Number of skins sold . 56,486 46,389 

Sale proceeds . . £.76,312 £.7866. 

There is also great variety in the prices of articles of similar 
denomination. At the sales on 30tb August last, two lots of otter, 
sixty-six in the lot, sold for 33«. ; another lot, with seventy>two in 
it, sold only for £.1 1 \s. Fisher skins varied from 26«. Zd. to 3s. 
each ; bear skins, 46«. to \2s ; martens, 14«. 8*2. to 3«. \d. ; silver 
fox from £.7 to 2«. per skin. But the Hudson's Bay Company 
are obliged to pay the same price to the Indians for all skins, 
according to tariflf; whether the skins be good or bad, the Com- 
pany must buy them. By the time these skins are conveyed from 
the interior to the coast, warehoused, and shipped, their cost 
is greatly enhanced, irrespective of loss by damage, interest of 
money, insurances, &c. 

The profits of the shareholders in London are not therefore to 
be estimated by the difference in price between the cost of a skin 
at one of the Company's forts in the interior, and its sale price in 
London. There are the heavy charges of diflerent forts in the 
north-west territories : — the losses by non-fulfilment of contracts, 
(for the Indians, like the Eastern nations, almost invariably require 
advances, and always endeavour to be in debt to the Company), — 
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the deficiency of skins or furs in BCEirce seasons,— and the redac- 
tions in price at home ; the long period for which the Company 
lose interest on their oatlay, from the time of the transmission of 
their goods from London, to the re-payment of the same in five, 
six, or sometimes seren years, by their fnr sales in London, as 
the Company always keep ene year's stock of goods on hand in 
their territories; the expense of obtaining and transmitting food 
is often a heavy item, for at many of the Company's forts, the 
poor Indians would perish during an unusnally inclement winter, 
when the bn&Io and deer flee from the wind-swept plains to 
the shelter of the woods. 

Whatever be the profits, after paying the whole expenses at 
home and abroad, they are divided, according to the provisions of 
the Deed-FoU just quoted, into fifths; of which three go to the 
proprietary, and two among the chief &ctors and chief traders of 
the Company, instead of salaries. 

Considerable expenditure is necessary to try new districts, which 
BOmetiihes, however originally promising, are altimately foond not 
to answer, and the establishments have to be withdrawn at a loss. 

By the Licences of 1821 and 1838, the Company were authorized 
to trade over the ' Indian territories' west of the Rocky Atouu- 
tains, then also open to the subjects of the United States. It was 
of great importance to ns that Qreat Britain should obtain a 
footing and position in Oregon and on the Columbia Biver, which 
Mr, Canning bad expressed his determination to mainttun as 
British property. The Hudson's Bay Company therefore in- 
curred large expenditure in establishing themselves on the coast 
of the Pacific, and the result is thus shown in tihe evidence IfUd 
before Parliament, 8th August, 1842, page 26. 

' For many years previous to the grant of exclusive trade to 
the Hudson's Bay Company, the trade of that coast was en- 
grossed by the subjects of the United States of America and 
Russia, the only establishment occupied by British traders being 
' Astoria,' afterwards named ' Fort George,' at the mouth of the 
Colnmbia River, while no attempt was made, through the means 
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of ebipping, to obtain any part of the trade of the coast ; and bo 
unprofitable vae it in the years 1818, 1819, 1820, 1821 and 
1822, and so difficult of man^ement, that several of the leading 
and most intelligent persons in the conntry, strongly recom- 
mended that the Company should abandon it altogether. The 
Company, however, felt that the honour of the concern would, 
in a certain degree, be compromised were they to adopt that 
recommendation, holding as they did, under Government, the 
licence in question, and with a degree of energy and enterprise, 
which, I feel assured, your Lordships will admit, reflects much 
credit on themselves and on their officers and servants in the 
conntry, they directed their efforts so vigorously to that branch 
of the bosinesB, that they compelled the American adventurers, 
one by one, to withdraw irom the contest, and are now pressing 
the Russian Fur Company so closely, that although that as- 
sociation is supported by its government, to the extent of 
affording them the assistance of a strong military guard at each 
of their establishments, which, with their shipping, are officered 
by naval and military officers of the Imperial army and navy, 
we are gaining ground upon them, and hope, at no very distant 
period, to confine them to the trade of their own proper territory. 

' The outlay and expense attending this competition in trade 
are so heavy, that the profits are yet but in perspective, none 
worthy of notice having been realized, the result showing some 
years a trifling loss, and in others a small gain, fluctuating ac- 
cording to the degree of activity with which the contest is main- 
tained ; but by energy and perseverance, we hope, in due time, to 
bring it to a more favourable issue, if the facilities of protection 
now required of Her Majesty's Government be afforded. 

' This trade, nevertheleee, affords employment to about 1000 
men, occupying 21 permanent trading establishments, two mi- 
gratory, trading and trapping expeditions, a steam vessel, and 
five sailing vessels from 100 to 300 tons burthen, all armed ; and 
so dangerous is the trade, that I lament to say that it has not 
been unattended with loss of life.' 
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The expenses incident to the Red Biver settlement &re also a 
dr^n on the funds of the Company. 

An erroneous opinion has been entertained that the past (as 
well as the present) profits of the Compan; hare been enormous. 
But the truth is shown in the following extract from the Parlia- 
mentary Papers of 8th August, 1842, p.p. 34, 25: 

'The Hudson's Bay Company was incorporated in the year 
1670, under a Royal Charter of Charles the Second, which 
granted them certain territories in North America described in 
that Charter, together with exclosiTe privil^;es of trade, &c, &c. 
Between the years 1670 and 1690, a period of 20 years, the profits 
appear to hare been very large, as, notwithstanding losses sustained 
by the capture of the Company's establishmentd by the French 
in the years 1682 to 1688, amounting to je.118,014, they were 
enabled to make a payment to the proprietors in 1684 of 50 per 
cent.; another payment in 1688 of 50 per cent.; and of a further 
payment in 1689 of 25 per cent. 

' In 1690 the stock was trebled without any call being made, 
besides afibrdiag a payment to the proprietors of 25 per cent, on 
the increased or newly-created stock ; in the years 1692, 1694, 
1696, and 1697, the Company incurred loss and damage, to the 
Amount of £.97,500, by other captures of their establishments by 
the French, 

' These losses appear to have rendered it necessary for the 
Company to borrow money, on which they paid 6 per cent, 
interest ; they were enabled, nerertheless, in 1720, again to treble 
their capital stock, with only a call of 10 per cent, on the pro- 
prietors ; and, notwithstanding another heavy toss sustiuned, by 
the capture of their establishments by the French under La 
Peronse, in 1782, they appear to hare been enabled to pay divi- 
dends of ■ from 6 to 12 per cent., averaging 9 per cent., and 
showing, as nearly as I am able to judge from the defective state 
of the books during the past century, profits on the originally 
subscribed capital stock actually paid np, of between 60 and 70 
per cent, per annum from the year 1690 to 1800. 
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' TJp to this period the Hadson's Bay Company had no great 
cause for complaint of interference with their inland trade, and if 
they had been left nnmoleeted, or been protected in the undis- 
turbed possession of it, and of the rights and privileges vented in 
them by their Charter, they would in all probability have con- 
tinued in the enjoyment of the advantages they were then deriving 
from their labours and exertions in those remote and little fre- 
quented wilds. 

' But about that period their rights of territory and trade were 
invaded by rival traders, which led to animosities, fends, and 
breaches of the peace, extending to the loss of lives, and con- 
siderable destruction of property, injurious to the native Indiana, 
by reason of the unrestricted use of spirituous liquors and other 
demoralizing influences, consequent on opposition, and so preju- 
dicial to the interests of the Hudson's Bay Company, that between 
1800 and 182], a period of 22 years, their dividends were, for the 
first eight years, reduced to 4 per cent ; during the next ox 
years they could pay no dividend at all ; and for the remaining 
eight years they could only pay 4 per cent. 

' During a long sncceesioo of years, while this destructive con- 
test existed, very frequent applications for protection and redress 
were made by the Hudson's Bay Company to bis Majesty's 
Government, as may be seen by reference to the records of the 
Colonial Office, but without avail, and scenes of bloodshed, 
robbery and demoralization, revolting to humanity, were allowed 
to pass without any effectual measures being taken to punish or 
prevent them, although the Hudson's Bay Company had every 
claim on Government to support them in their just rights of ter- 
ritory and trade. 

* At length, in the year 1821, when the violence of the contest 
bad nearly exhausted the means of both parties, an arrangement 
was entered into between them, by which their interests became 
united, under the management of the Hudson's Bay Company. 

' The proprietary were then called upon to pay £.100 per cent, 
upon their capital, wbich, with the stock in trade of both parties 
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in the conntry, formed a capital stock of £.400,000 on which 4 
per cent. divideDd was paid in the years \S2\ to 1824, and from 
that time to the present, half-yearly dividends of 5 per cent, 
with a bonus of 10 per cent, from the year 1828 to 1832, and 
since that an average bonus of 6 per cent, until last year, when 
none was paid. 

' When your Lordships come to consider the very hazardoaa 
nature of the trade, requiring a degree of enterprise unknown to 
almost any other business, together with the heavy losses to which 
the parties interested therein were subjected for a long series of 
years, from the want of protection and support, which they had a 
right to expect from fab Majesty's Qovernmeut, I feel assured 
your Lordships will join me in opinion that the profits now 
arising from the business are no more than a fair return for the 
capital employed, and the services the Hudson's Bay Company 
are rendering the mother country in securing to it a branch of 
commerce which they are at present wresting oat of the hands of 
foreigners, subjects of Russia and the United States of America, 
but which the Company would have been unable to prosecute, 
had they not been protected by the licence of exclusive trade they 
now hold. 

' In looking at these profits, however, it shonld be borne in 
mind that Hudson's Bay stock, in like manner as in all other 
stocks, changes hands very frequently, and that the price of the 
stock is entirely regulated by the return it produces, thereby 
affording to the bulk of the present proprietors little more than 
6 per cent, for their money.' 

It is stated in the papers laid before Parliament, 8th August, 
1842, in an enclosure, dated 1st February, 1837, that tlie Com- 
pany then had 136 establishments, besides hunting expeditions 
and shipping — affording employment to twenty-five chief factors, 
twenty-seven chief traders, 152 clerks, and about 1,200 regular 
servants, besides the occasional labour in boating, and other ser- 
vices of a great number of the natives. 

In a public letter to Lord Glenelg, dated 10th February, 1837, 
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(see P&rlimentary Papers of 8tli August, 1842), it is mentioned, 
that the Hudson's Bay Company had then fully occupied the 
country between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific, by six 
permanent establishmente on the coasts, and sixteen in the in- 
terior ; besides several migratory and hunting parties ; and they 
possessed on the coast a marine of six armed ressels, one of 
them a steam vessel. 

The Company maintain several medical officers for difi*erent 
forts, and at every trading establbltment there is in fact an 
Indian hospital, from which the natives derive the greatest 
benefit, as they resort thither in great numbers, when suffering 
from ^e, infirmities, or other causes. 

In order to remove misconception as to the internal trade and 
working of the Hudson's Bay Company, the following explana- 
tory statement is taken from the report of Commodore Wilkes, 
who was an impartial eye-witness of that which he describes : — 

' All the imported goods are divided into three classes, viz. — 
articles cf gratuity, those of trade, and those intended to pay 
for small services, labour, and provisions. The first consists of 
knives and tobacco; the second, of blankets, guns, cloth, powder, 
and shot ; the third, of shirts, handkerchiefs, ribands, beads, &c. 
These articles are bartered at seemingly great profits, and many 
persons imagine that large gain mnst be the result from the 
Indian trade; but this is seldom the caee. The Indians and 
settlers understand well the worth of each article, and were not 
inchned to give for it more than its real value, besides getting a 
present or ' potlach' to boot. The Company are obliged to 
make advances to all their trappers, if they wish to be sure of 
their services ; and from such a reckless set, there is little cer- 
tainty of getting retnms, even if the trapper has it in his power. 
Infact, be will not return with his season's acquisitions, unless he 
is constrained to pursue the same course of life for another year, 
when he requires a new advance. In order to avoid losses by the 
departure of their men, the parties, some thirty or forty in num- 
ber, are placed under an officer who has charge of the whole. 
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These are allowed to take their wives, and even femilies, with 
them ; and places, where they are to trap during the seaaon, on 
some favourable ground, are assigned to them. These parties 
leave Vancouver in October, and return by May or June. They 
usually trap on shares, and the portion they are to receive is de- 
fined by an agreement, the conditions of which depend very 
much upon their skill. 

' AU the profits of the Company depend upon economical 
management, for the quantity of peltry in this section of the 
country, and indeed, it may be said, the fiir trade on this side of 
the mountains has fellen oS Jifty per cent, within the last few 
years.' [Vol. iv. p. 333, ' Narrative of the United States' Ex- 
ploring Expedition, during the years 1838, 39, 40, 41, and 184S. 
London, Wiley and Putnam, 1845]. 

The Americana have found to their cost that as individual 
traders they cannot derive any advantage by traffic with the 
Indians, for even when successful in the purchase of furs, they 
are liable to be plundered and murdered, as exemplified in the 
following account of the massacre of twenty-one Americans on 
the Umqua River : — 

' A trapper of the name of Smith, a remarkably shrewd and 
intelligent man, had encamped on the left bank of the last- 
mentioned river with twenty followers, and had ascended the 
stream in a canoe with two companions of his own party, and a 
native of the neighbourhood, to find a convenient place for 
crossing. Ou his return, his Indian was hailed by another from 
the shore, who spoke to him in his own language, which was 
unknown alike to Smith and to his people. A sufficiently intel- 
ligible interpretation, however, soon followed; for Smith's savage 
upset the canoe by a jerk, thereby pitching the gons of the 
white men, as well as the white men themselves, into the current. 
Under a heavy fire, Smith and one of his men found their way 
to the bank, the other man having fallen a victim either to the 
enemies shot, or to the depths of the tXmqua. On reaching the 
hanks of the river opposite to his camp, the trapper found his 
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men murdered, and alt his property rifled. Sraitb, after encoun- 
tering many dangers, and enduring many hardships, reached one 
of our forts ; and, at a great inconvenience to our own business, 
we compelled tbe savages, by a demonstration of force, to sar- 
reoder to him their booty.' {Sir G. Simpson's Voyage round the 
World, vol. i.] 

The operations of the Hudson's Bay Company, and those of 
the RuBBians in the north, have almost excluded the Americans 
from the fur trade, as there are few animals now found south of 
the parallel of 49". 

Several detached bodies of American trappers range the country, 
south of 49" north latitude ; but, as Mr. Greenhow justly says, 
the hunters have no settlement of any kind, and, as is shown in the 
case juat quoted, are liable at any moment to be massacred. A 
single hint from the chief officer of tbe Fort Vancouver settlement 
to the Indians would have been followed by the destmction of 
every American in the Oregon region. In fact, the American 
settlers at the Willamette would have perished of famine, but for 
the Hudson's Bay Company, It is a matter of surprise and con- 
gratulation, therefore, that for nearly 200 years England, through 
the instrumentality of an efiectually organized association, has not 
only maintained a position in North America, bat extended her 
power, and held in check, if not to some extent civilized or sub- 
dued thousands of savages, who have found that an English Com- 
pany were their only friends. 

The trade indeed is one of much hardship and privation. 

Commodore Wilkes observes, ' that the Company's servants at 
the north posts suffer almost as much as the Indians at times, 
although they are provided for and attended to by the officers : 
they live mostly npon salmon. The difficulty of getting pro- 
visions to posts in the interior, is very great ; all that b consumed 
at the north, is carried twenty-four days' journey on pack-horses, 
and eighteen days in barges before it reaches its destination ; 
and the amount transported is not more than enough to supply 
the officers, whose allowance is very limited. The servants of 
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the Company receive an inereaaed pay, as some recompence for 
tb^ privations.' 

Referring to the dangers and risks the officers and servants 
of the Hudson's Bay Company have to encounter from Indians, 
descendiDg rapids, when an entire boat's crew are sometimes 
instantly destroyed, and to the toil and privation endured by the 
voyageurs, the Commodore says, at p. 391, ' the most experienced 
Toyagear is taken as a pilot for the brigade, and he is the bowman 
of the leading boat, which is looked upon as a station of great trust 
and honour. Each baa.t has also its bowman, who is considered 
the firet officer and responsible man ; the safety of the boat, 
in desceoding rapids particularly, depends upon him and the 
padroon who steers the boat. They both use long and large blade- 
paddles ; and it is surprising bow much power the two can exert 
over the direction of the boat. These men, from loog training, 
become very expert, and acquire a coolness and disregard of 
danger that claim admiration, and astonishes those who are 
nnnsed to such scenes. To all appearance, there is seldom to be 
found a more laborious set of men ; nor one so willing, particu- 
larly when their remuneration of no more than seventeen pounds 
sterling a-year, and the tare they receive, are considered. Very 
few of those who embark or join this Company's eervice, ever 
leave the part of the country they have been employed in ; for 
after the expiration of 6ve years, they usually enlist for three 
more. This service of eight years in a life of so much adventure 
and hazard, attaches them to it, and they generally continae 
until they become old men; when, being married, and having 
iamilies by Indian women, they retire, under the auspices of the 
Company, to some small farm, either on the Red or Columbia 
Rivers. There is no allowance stipulated for their wives or 
children ; but one is usually made, if they have been nsefril. If 
a man dies, leaving a family, although the Company is not under 
any obligation to provide for them, they are generally taken care 
of. The officers of the Company are particularly strict in pre- 
venting its servants from deserting their wives ; and none can 
abandon them without much secresy and cunning. In eases of 
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this Bort, the individual is arrested, and kept nnder reetraint until 
he binds himself with security not to desert his family. The chief 
officers of the Company hold the power of magistrates over their 
own people ; and are hound to send fugitives or criminals hack 
to Canada for trial, where the courts take cognizance of the 
offences. This, perhaps, is as salutary and effectual a prerentive 
against crime as could be found, eren if the courts were at hand ; 
for whether innocent or guilty, the individual must suffer great 
loss by being dragged from the little property he possesses. The 
community of old voyageurs, settled in Oregon, are thus con- 
strfuned to keep a strict watch uiwn their behaviour; and, 
although perhaps against their inclinations, are obliged to con- 
form to the wishes of those whose employ they have left.' [P. 62,] 

In the following passage we have an animated picture of life at 
Fort Vancouver, and of the cheerful and agreeable manner in 
which the officers and servants of the Company fulfil their 
duties ;— ' On the morning of the 17th, Vancouver was awake at 
an early hour, and preparations were actively making ; a 
royageur occasionally was to be seen, decked out in all his finery, 
feathers, and flowing ribands, tying on his ornamental leggings, 
sashes, and the usual worked tobacco and fire pouch. The latter 
is of the shape of a lady's reticule, and generally made of red or 
blue cloth, prettily worked with beads. In working them the 
wives of the officers of the Company exercise great taste, and it is 
deemed fully as essential a part of drees in avoyageur's wardrobe 
as in a lady*a. The simple bag does not, however, afford sufficient 
scope for ornament, and it has usually several long tails to it, 
which are worked with silk of gaudy colours. 

' The ladies of the country are dressed after our own bygone 
fashions, with the exception of lejj^ngs, made of red and blue 
cloth, richly ornamented. Their feet, which are small and pretty, 
are covered with worked mocassins. Many of them have a 
dignified look and carriage ; tlieir black eyes and hair, and ruddy 
brown complexion, combined with a pleasing expression, give an 
air of independence and usefulness that one little expects to see. 
As wives, they are spoken of as most devoted, and many of them 
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have performed deeds, in the hour of danger and difficulty, worthy 
of being recorded. They understand the characters of Indians 
well. 

' About ten o'clock we were all summoned to the great dining- 
hall by Dr. Me Laugblin, to take the parting cup, customary in 
thb country. When all were assembled, wine was poured out, 
and we drank to each other's welfare, prosperity, &:e. This was 
truly a cnp of good fellowship and kind feeling. This banging to 
old Scotch customs, in the way it was done here is pleasant, and 
carries with it pleaeing recollections, especially when there is that 
warmth of feeling with it that there was on this occasion. After 
this was over, we formed quite a cavalcade to the river-side, which 
was now swollen to the top of Its banks, and rushing by with 
irresistible force. 

' On reaching the river we found one of Mr. Ogden's boats 
manned by fourteen voyageurs, all gaily dressed in their ribands 
and plumes; the former tied in large bunches of divers colours, 
with numerous ends floating in the breeze. The boat was eome- 
what of the model of our whale-boats, only much larger, and of 
the kind built expressly to accommodate the trade ; they are 
provided yearly at Okonagan, and are constructed in a few days ; 
they are clinker-built, and all the timbers are flat. These boats 
are so light, that they are easily carried across the portages. They 
use the gam of the piue to cover them instead of pitch. 

' After having a hearty shake of the hand. Captain Varney, 
Mr. Ogden, and myself, embarked. The signal being given, we 
shoved oS*, and the voyageurs at once struck up one of their boat 
songs. After paddling up the stream for some dbtance we made 
a graceful sweep to reach the centre, and passed hy the spestators 
with great animation. The boat and voyageurs seemed a fit 
object to grace the wide-flowing river. On we merrily went, 
while each voyageur in succession took up the song, and all joined 
in the chorus. In two hours and a half we reached the mouth of 
the Cowlitz, a distance of thirty-five miles. 

' In the Cowlitz we found a strong current to contend against 
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and by night-fall had only proceeded twelve miles farther. 
As we encamped, the weather changed, and rain began to fall, 
which lasted till next morning. 

' I had much amusement in watching the voyageurs, who are 
as peculiar in their way as sulors. I was struck with their stu- 
dious politeness and attention to each other, and their constant 
cheerfulness. 

* On the second day our voyageurs had doffed their finery, and 
their hats were oarefiilly covered with oiled skins. They thus 
appeared more prepared for hard work. The current became 
every mile more rapid, and the difficulty of surmounting it 
greater. The management of the boats in the rapids is dex- 
terous and full of excitement, as well to the passengers as to the 
voyageurs themselves. The bowman is the most important man, 
giving all directions, and is held responsible for the safety of 
the boat ; and his keen eye and qnick hand in the use of his 
paddle, delights and inspires a confidence in him in moments of 
danger that is given without stint. We did not make more 
than ten miles daring the day, and were forced to encamp three 
miles below the farm. 

' On the 19th we reached our destination. On our approach, 
although there were no spectators, except a few Indians, to be 
expected, the voyageurs again mounted their finery, and gaily 
chaonted their boat song.' ( Wilkes' Narrative, v. iv., p. 370.) 

The Rev. S, Parker, who had an opportunity afforded him of 
witnes^ng the proceedings of the Hudson's Bay Company, whose 
sentiments had no reference to ulterior events, whose opinions were 
entirely unbiassed, and must be taken as the honest conviction a of 
a mind desirous of truth, and ready to award the palm of merit 
where it is due, thus expresses himself in 1837 : — ' I have already 
mentioned my agreeable disappointment in finding so many of 
the comforts of life at different trading posts of the Hudson's 
Bay Company. I have also given a brief description of the local 
situation of Fort Vancouver. These were taken from snch ofa- 
servalions as I could make in a hasty view, as I was pro- 
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secuting my journey to the shores of the Pacific Ocean. This 
establishment was commenced in the year 1824. It being ne- 
cessary that the gentlemen who are engaged in transacting the 
business of the Company west of the mountains, and their 
labourers, should possess a better and less precarious supply of 
the necessaries of life, than what game would furnish, and the 
expense of transporting suitable supplies from England being too 
great, it was thought important to connect the business of farm- 
ing with that of fur, to an extent equal to their necessary de- 
mands ; and as the Fort is the central place of business to which 
shipping come, and from which they depart for different parts 
of the north-west coast, and to which and from which brigades 
of hunting parties come and go, the principal farming business 
was established here, and has made such progress, that provisions 
are now produced in great abundance. There are large fertile 
prairies which they occupy for tillage and pasture, and the forests 
yield an ample supply of wood for fencing and other purposes. 
In the year 1836, there were at this post 450 neat cattle ; 100 
horses, 200 sheep, 40 goats, and 300 hogs. They had raised the 
same year 5000 bushels of wheat, of excellent quality ; 1300 
bnshels of potatoes; 1000 of barley ; 1000 of oats.; 2000 of peas, 
and a great variety of garden vegetables. This estimate does 
not include the horses, homed cattle, grain, &c., rused at the 
other stations. But little, however, is done elsewhere, except- 
ing at Colville, the uppermost post on the northern branch of the 
Columbia. The garden of this station contains about five acres, 
and is laid out with regularity and good taste. While a large 
part IS appropriated to the common esculent vegetables, orna- 
mental plants and flowers are not neglected. Fruit of various 
kinds, such as apples, peaches, grapes, and strawberries, consi- 
deiing the short time since they have been introduced, flourish, 
and prove that the climate and soil are well adapted to the pur- 
poses of agriculture. Varions tropical fruits, such as figs, 
oranges, and lemons, hare also been introduced, and thrive as 
well as in the latitude of Philadelphia. 
* la coilnexion with their farming establishment, the Company 
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hare a flour mill worked by ox-power, which is kept in constant 
operation, and produces Sour ofau excellent quality ; and a saw- 
mill with several saws, which is kept in operation most of the 
year. Thb mill, though lai^e, does not with its several saws, 
furnish more lumber than a common mill would, with one saw, 
in the United States. There being no pine below the Cascades, 
and but very little within five hundred miles of the month of the 
Columbia River, the only timber sawn in this mill is fir and 
oak. Besides what timber is used in the common business about 
this station, one, and sometime two ship-loads are sent annually 
to Oahu, Sandwich Islands, and is there called pine of the north- 
west coast. Boards of flr are not so durabloywhen exposed to 
the weather, as those of pine, nor so easily worked. One half of 
the grain of each annual growth is very hard, and the other half 
soft and spongy, which easily absorbs moisture, and causes 
speedy decay. There is a bakery here, in which two or three 
men are in constant employment which furnishes bread for daily 
use in the fort, and also a lai^e supply of sea-biscnit for the 
shipping and trading stations along the north-west coast. There 
are also shops for blacksmiths, joiners, and carpenters, and a tinner. 

' Here is a well-regulated medical department, and an hospital 
for the accommodation of the sick labourers, into which Indiana, 
w}to are labouring under any difficult and dangerous diseases are 
received, and in most cases have gratuitous attendance.' 

' Among the large buildings, there are four for the trading 
department; one for the Indian trade, in which are deposited 
their peltries ; one for provisions ; one for goods, opened for the 
onrrent year's business — that is, to sell to their men, and to send 
off to various fur stations ; and another for storing goods in a 
year's advance. Not less than a shipload of goods is brought 
from England annually, and always at least one in advance of 
their present use ; so that if any disaster should befal their ship 
on her passage, the business of the Company would not have to 
be suspended. By this mode of management, there is rarely less 
than two ship-loads of goods in hand, most of the time. The 
annual ship arrives in the spring, takes a trip to Oahu during 
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the Bumiuer, freighted with lambcr, and bringing back to Fort 
Vancouver, salt and other commodities, but generally not enough 
for ballast; and, about the end of September, or early in 
October, she sails for England with the peltries obtained during 
the preceding year. 

' The fur business abont the Rocky Mountains, and the West, 
is becoming far less lucrative than formerly ; for so extensively 
and constantly have every nook and comer been searched out, 
that beavers, and other valuable fur animals, are becoming very 
scarce. It is rational to conclude that it will not be many years 
before this business will not be worth pursuing iu the prairie 
coontry, south of the 60th degree of north latitude ; but north 
of this, in the colder and more densely-wooded regions, the 
business will not probably vary in any important degree. 

' Very few Americans who have engaged in the fur business 
beyond the Rocky Mountains, have ever succeeded in making it 
profitable. Several companies have sustained great loss, generally 
owing to their ignorance of the country and the best mode of 
procedure. The Hudson's Bay Company have so systematized 
their operations, that no one can have the charge of any important 
transactions without having passed through several grades of less 
important business, which constitutes several years' apprenticeship. 
Their lowest order are what they call servants (common labonrers). 
All above these are called gentlemen, but of different orders. The 
lowest class are clerks, then chief clerics ; next traders and chief 
traders ; factors and chief factors ; and the highest, governors. 
There are only two chief factors west of the mountmna, John 
M'Laughlen, Esq. and Duncan Finlayaon, Esq., and with them 
are associated in business several chief traders and traders, and 
chief clerks and clerks. The salaries of the gentlemen are pro- 
portioned to the stations they occupy. By this mode of con- 
ducting buainesa, no important enterprise is ever entrusted to an 
inexperienced person. 

' It is worthy of remark, that comparatively few of all those 
who engt^e in the fur business in these regions ever return to 
their native land. Mr. Pambrun, of Fort Walla- Walla, told me, 
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that to keep up their number of trapper9 and hunters west of tte 
mountains, they were under the necessity of sending out recruits 
annually, ahoot one third of the nhole number. Captain Wyeth 
stated, that of more than two hundred who had been in his em- 
ployment in the course of three years, only between thirty and 
forty were known to be aliye. From these data it may be seen 
that the life of hunters in these far western regions averages about 
three years. And with these known facts, still hundreds and 
hundreds are willing to engage in the hunter's life, and expose 
themselves to hardships, famine, dangers, and death. It has been 
estimated, from soarces of correct information, that there are nine 
thousand white men in the north and far west engaged in the 
various departments of trading, trapping, and hunting ; and this 
number includes Americans, Britons, Frenchmen, and B.usaians.' 
— (Journey beyond the Rocky Mountains, p. 41, 42,) 

Commodore Wilkes, adverting to the observations he heard 
regarding discontent among some of the junior servants of the 
Company, — to the discipline enforced, and to the powers exercised 
by the officers of the Company, says, * I am satisfied that as far 
as the morals of the settlers and servants are concerned, it is used 
for good purposes,' ' For instance, the use of spirits is almost 
entirely done away with. Dr. M'Laughlin has acted in a highly 
praiseworthy manner in this particular. Large quantitiee of 
spirituous liquors are now stored in the magazines at Vancouver, 
which the Company have refused to make an article of trade, and 
none is now used by them in the territory for that purpose. They 
have found this rule highly beneficial to their business in several 
respects ; more iurs are taken, and those who are engaged have 
fewer inducements to err ; the Indians are found to be less 
quarrelsome, and pursue the chase more constantly; and the 
settlers, as far as I could hear, have been uniformly prosperous.' 

' In order to show the course of the Company upon this sub- 
ject, I will mention one circumstance. The brig American 
Thomas H. Perkins, arrived here with a large quantity of rum 
on board, with other goods. Dr. M'Laughlin, on hearing of this 
made overtures immediately for the purchase of the whole cargo, 
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in order to get possession of the whiskey or rum, and sacceeded. 
The Doctor mentioned to me that the liqaor was now in store, 
and would not be sold in the country, and added, that the only- 
object he had in buying the cargo was to prevent the use of the 
rum, and to sustain the temperance cause.' 

Id their cndeaTours to prosecute a trade at any hazard, the 
American fur traders sell spirits freely to the Indians ; and Mr. 
Greenbow states, that ' twenty dollars were freijuently expended 
in rum and sugar, for a night's carouse, by two or three traders 
after the conclusion of a bargain.' 

The Rev. S. Parker, the American clergyman, reprobate the 
dissolute life and cruel conduct of the Americans engaged in the 
Oregon fur trade, while he bears high testimony to the conduct 
of the Hudson's Bay Company. 

In 1836-7, the Russian Government refused to allow vessels of 
the United States to trade on the unoccupied parts of the Ame- 
rican coast north of 540 40/^ on the grounds that, during the pre- 
vious ten years, when the United States had the privilege, it 
enabled the traders to supply the natives on the coast with ' spi- 
rituous liijuors and fire-arms.' 

It appears from the narrative of Sir George Simpson, that in 
1842, the Governors of the Hudson's Bay Company and of the 
Russian Fur Company, entered into a written agreement, that 
from and after the date of signature, no spirits should be sup- 
plied to the Indians at their respective stations or posts in North 
America ; the Russian Governor fully acknowledging the evil 
done to the trade, as well as to the Indians themselves. 

The effect of prohibiting spirituous liquors among the Indians 
is clearly shewn in documents laid officially before Lord Glenelg, 
in 1837. — (See page 15 of Parliamenlart/ Papers, Slh August, 
1842,) of which the following is an extract : — 

' The Indian country, which, previous, to the passing and 
granting of that act and licence, was a scene of violence and 
outrage, productive of injury to the native population, and of the 
worst consequences, amounting in very many instances to the 
loss of life among the whites actively engaged therein, and to a 
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vast sacrifice of property to the parties interested, all arising from 
the Tiolent competition that existed among the traders, I hare the 
satisfaction to say, has, ever since that period, been in a state of 
the most perfect tranquillity, beneficial as well to the Indian 
popnlation as to the parties interested and engaged in the trade. 

' Previons to that period, an nnrestricted supply of spirituous 
liqnor, then an important article of trade, led to the commission 
of crimes, to the injury of health, and to a state of demora- 
lization among the native population truly lamentable. The 
measures since taken by the Council in the country, under the 
instructions of the Board of Direction in England, to remedy 
those evils, have been attended with the happiest results : drunk- 
enness is now of very rare occurrence in any part of the conntry, 
and quite unknown throughout the extended district situated 
to the northward of the Saskatchewan and Chnrchill Bivers, 
occupied by the Chipewyan, Beaver Indian, Cree, Yellow Knife, 
Hare, Dog Rib, and other tribes throughout the numerously 
inhabited and widely extended plain country to the southward of 
Saskatchewan ; in the country situated between the Rocky 
Mountains and the shores of the Pacific, watered by the Columbia 
River and its tributaries ; in the country known by the name of 
New Caledonia, situated inland, to the northward of the Colum- 
bia River ; and among the Chippewyan tribes on the shores and 
interior country of Lakes Superior and Huron ; the introduction 
and use of spirituous and other intoxicating liqnors having been 
strictly prohibited, except in very rare cases for medicinal purposes. 
' The first introduction of this measure was bo nnpopular among 
the natives, as to endanger the safety of the trading establish- 
ments, rendering it necessary to maintain a large force for their 
protection, at a heavy expense; and it wasonly by compensating 
them for the loss of this baneful indulgence by large gratuities, 
consisting of presents of British manufacture, that they became 
reconciled to the privation. In other parts of the country, where 
it could not, in safety to the white population, be entirely prohi- 
bited, the use of it is now gradually dimiuishing, so as at this 
lime to be no longer an evil ; and in no part of the coantries 
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through which the Hndson's Bay CompaQy'e operations extend, 
are spirituous or intoxicating^ liquors of any description sold to 
Indiana, or nsed as a medium of barter or trade. But so inse- 
parable is drunkenness or the abuse of spirituous liquors, from 
opposition in the Indian trade, that on the north-west coast, 
where we have to contend with the Americans and Russians, and 
even on the banks of the St. Lawrence and Ottawa rirers, which 
are exposed to competition in trade, and where the Indians are 
partially civilized, I am sorry to say oor utmost efibrte to check 
it hare been altogether unarailing. 

' A confirmation of these statements is to be seen by reference 
to the exportations of spirituous liquors to Hudson's Bay, which, 
since the year 1821, do not exceed on the average forty-three 
puncheons of rum annually for the supply of the whole country 
situated to the eastward of the Rocky Mountains, comprised in the 
licence of trade granted to the Company, as well as the Com- 
pany's territories, the population of which, including servants, 
may be estimated at 120,000 souls, no epirituons liquors having up 
to this period been distilled in the country.' [About a pint per 
annum for each individual.] 

There is an honoarable acknowledgment by Commodore 
Wilkes, that the small wages, and subjection complained of by 
the younger servants and clerks, b necessary ; for ' few can in 
any way long withstand this silent influence ; decorum and order 
are preserved, together with steady habits : the consequence is, that 
few communities are to he found more well behaved and orderly 
than that which is formed of persons who have retired from the 
Company's service.' — [Vol. iJ., p. 330.] 

The following statement of the chief of a party of Americana, 
consisting of about 300 persons, who emigrated from Pennsylvania 
and Missouri, for the ' Far West' in 1843, in order to settle in 
the Oregon country is deserving of attention : the writer fully eon- 
firms the opinions of Commodore Wilkes and others. ' On the 
10th of November larrived at Vancouver, and could scarcely believe 
my eyes when, on approaching it, I beheld, moored securely in the 
river, two square-rigged vessels and a steam-boat. My very heart 
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jumped as I set eyes on these familiar objects, and for ;tbe first 
time in four months, I felt ae if I had found substantial evidence of 
civilization; the impression of the refinement of the mission, and 
the peculiarly domestic comforts which the ladies attached to the 
establishment spread around them, were as nothing compared 
with the yards and masts of these coursers of the ocean. The 
river at Fort Vancouver is from 1,600, to 1,700 yards wide; the 
fort, which b tbe principal establishment of the Hudson's Bay 
Company in Oregon, is on the north bank of the Columbia, 80 
miles distance, in a direct line, from the sea. It stands a con- 
siderable distance back from the shore, and is surrounded by 
a large number of buildings, amongst which is a school- 
house. On tbe bank of tbe river, 600 yards down, is a village 
somewhat larger in extent, containing an hospital. Two miles 
farther down the river are the dairy and piggery, containing nu- 
merous herds of cattle, hogs, sheep, ke. ; and about three miles 
above the forts are grist and saw-mills, and sheds for curing 
salmon. Immediately behind it is a garden and an orchard filled 
with peach, apple, fig, orange, lemon, and other fruit trees, — and 
containing also grapes, strawberries, ornamental plants and 
flowers. Behind this the cultivated (arm, with its numerous 
barns and other necessary buildings, — spread off towards the 
south. The land appropriated here for the parposes of farming, 
is from 3000 to 4000 acres, and is fenced into beautiful fields, a 
great portion of which has already been appropriated to culti- 
vation, and is fonnd to produce the grains and vegetables of the 
States in remarkable profusion. On my arrival, I was received 
vrith great kindness by Dr. M'Langhlin, the chief factor of tbe 
Hudson's Bay Company ; and Mr. Douglass, his second in com- 
mand. The modus operandi of this wonderjul corporation is 
remarkable for the perfect accuracy of its system. A code ^ 
established rules, embracing within its scope the chief factor and 
the meanest dependent, is the inflexible rule which governs all. 
Every man has his alloted department to fill, and a system of far- 
sighted policy is brought to bear upon the management of every 
dejiartpient. A regular price is set upon everything. Their goodi 
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are all of the most guperior kind, and it is no legs a rule to sell 
them at reasonable rates than it is to have them good' 

The docaments in the Colonial Office, and at the War Office, and 
Admiralty, amply sustain these &cts. Colonel Crofton's Report is 
in the strongest degree favourable to the Hudson's Bay Company. 

Indeed, but for the exercise of strict discipline, the Company 
would not only hare anarchy among their own people, but wonld 
be subject to great annoyance from their neighbonrs, who would 
endearour to sow discontent and rebellion among their people. 
In 1836, a person styling himself ' General Dickson, of the 
Indian liberating Army,' departed from Washington, and at- 
tended by several followers, made an effort to seduce the servants 
of the Company, with the pretended object of uniting all the 
Indians in one nation, of which Dickson was to be the chief, under 
the title of ' Montezuma the Second.' He was supplied with 
money by some Americans, in the expectation that he would 
daotage the Hudson's Bay Company, and proceeded through the 
American territories to the region west of Lake Superior, the 
General, his Brigadier, Aide-de-Camps, &c., dressed in grand 
uniforms. Winter set in ; and Dickson, with his toes frozen off, 
and in a wretched plight, attended by a few deluded followers, at 
length reached the Red River settlement, where the Hudson's 
Bay Company prevented them from starving, and, finally, took 
several into their employ as clerks and servants. 

The manner in which the American fur hunters destroy the 
Indians, is thus described by an American clergyman : — 

' On the 29th, removed our encampment, and travelled five 
hours along this valley, to the place where, two years before, two 
fur companies held tbeir rendezvous. Pierre's Hole is an exten- 
sive level country, of rich soil, and well watered with branches of 
Lewis River ; the climate is milder than any part we have gone 
through on this side of the mountains. The valley is well covered 
with grass, but like most other places, is deficient in woodland, 
having only a scanty supply of cotton-wood and willows scattered 
along the streams. The valley extends around to the north-west 
as far as the eye can reach. We expected to hare found buffaloes 
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in this valley, bat saw none. Aa parties of Blaokfeet warriors 
often range this way, it was probable that they had lately been 
here and frightened them away. As we were on oar way from 
oar last encampment, I was shown the place where the men of the 
fur companies, at the time of their rendazvoas two years before, 
had a battlcwith theBIackfeet Indians. Of the Blackfeet party, 
there were about sixty men, and more than the same number of 
women and children ; of the white men in the ralley there were 
some few hundreds who could be called into action. From the 
information g^ren me, it appeared that these Indians were on 
their way through this valley, and unexpectedly met about forty 
hunters and trappers going out from rendezvous to tbo south- 
west on their &1I and winter hunt. The Indians manifested an 
unwillingness to fight, and presented them tokens of peace, but 
they were not reciprocated. The Indians who came forward to 
stipulate terms of peace, were fired upon and killed. When the 
Indiana saw their danger, they fled to the cotton-wood trees and 
willows which were scattered along the stream of the water, and, 
taking advantage of some fallen trees, constructed as good defences 
as time and circumstances would permit. They were poorly 
provided with guns, and still more poorly with ammunition. The 
trappers keeping out of reach of their arrows, and being well 
armed with the best rifles, rendered the contest unequal ; and it 
was made still more unequal, when, by an express sent to 
rendezvous, they were reinforced by veterans in mountain life. 
The banters, by keeping at a safe distance, in the course of a few 
hours killed several of the Indians, and almost all their horses, 
which they had no means of protecting, while they themselves suf- 
fered but small loss. The numbers killed on both sides have been 
differently stated ; but considering the numbers engaged, and 
the length of time the skirmishing continued, it must have been a 
bloody battle, and not much to the honour of civilized Americans. 
The excuse made for forcing the Blackfeet into battle is, that if 
they had come upon a small party of trappers, they would have 
butchered them and seized upon the plunder. If heathen Black- 
feet would have done so, is this an apology for civilized white 
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men to render evil for evil? What a noble opportunity this 
was for American citizens to hare set an example of humanity I 

' When the night drew near, the hunters retired to their rendez- 
Tons, and the Indians made their esaape.'^Joumeg beyond the 
fiociyjlfowrtto«fi, by the Rev. S.Parker. Edin.Ed.,1841. P.23.) 

The same American authority adverts in another part of his 
Journal (pp. 19—21), to the ' profligacy of the ftir hunters.' 
He says, ' the American Fur Company have between two and 
three hundred men constantly employed, in and about the moun- 
tains, in trading, hunting, and trapping. These all assemble at a 
rendezvous, bring in their fnrs, and take new supplies for the 
coming year of clothing, ammunition, and goods for trade with 
the Indians. But few of them ever return to their country and 
friends. Most of them are constantly in debt, and are unwilling 
to return without a fortune; and year after year passes away 
while they are hoping for better success.' The conduct, and pro- 
ceedings of the men engaged in the operations of this American 
Company — oSers a marked contrast to that of the British Fur 
Company, The Rev. S. Parker speaking of these Americans 
says, at p. 21 :— ' A few days after our arrival at the place of 
rendezvous, and when all the monntain-men had assembled, 
another day of indalgeoce was granted to them, in which all 
restraint was lud aside. These days are the climax of the 
hunter's happiness. I will relate an occurrence which took place 
near evening, as a specimen of mountain life. A hunter, wlio 
goes technically by the name of the Great Bnlly of the Mountains, 
moonted his horse with a loaded rifle, and challenged any 
Frenchman, American, Spaniard, or Dutchman, to fight him in 
single combat. Kit Carson, an American, told him, if he wished 
to die, he would accept the challenge. Shunar defied him ; Carson 
mounted his horse, and with a loaded pistol rushed into close con- 
tact, and both almost at the same instant fired. Carson's ball 
entered Shunar 's hand, came out at the wrist, and passed through 
the arm above the elbow. Shunar's ball passed over the head of 
Carson, and while he went for another pistol, Shunar begged that 
his life might be spared. Such Bcenes, sometimes from passion 
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and sometime§ for amnsement, make tbe pastime of tbeir wild and 
wandering life. They appear to have sought for a place where, 
as they would say, human nature ie not oppressed by the tyranny 
of religion, and pleasare ia not awed by the frown of virtue. The 
fruits are visible in all the varied forms to which human nature, 
without the restraint of civil government and cultivated and 
pohshed society, may be supposed to yield. . In the absence of all 
those motives which they would feel in moral and religious 
society — refinement, pride, a sense of the worth of character, and 
even conscience — they give way to anrestruned dissoluteness. 
Their toils and privations are so great, that they are not disposed 
to take upon themselves the labour of cUmbiug up to the temple 
of science. And yet they are proficients in one study, namely, 
profnseness of langu^e in their oaths and blasphemy. They dis- 
dain the commonplace phrases which prevail among the impious 
vulgar in civilized countries, and have many set expletives, which 
they appear to have manufiictored among themselves, and which 
in their imprecations, they bring into almost every sentence and 
on all occasions. By varying the tones of their voices, they make 
them expressive of joy, hope, grief, and anger. In their broils 
among themselves, which do not happen every day, they would 
not be ungenerous. They would see ' fair play,' and would ' spare 
the last eye ;' and would not tolerate murder, unless drunkeimess 
or great provocation could be pleaded in extenuation of guilt. 

* Their demoralizing influence with the Indians bae been 
lamentable, and they have imposed upon them in all the ways 
that sinful propensities dictate. It is eaid they have sold them 
packs of cards at high prices, calling them tbe Bible ; and have 
told them, if they should refuse to give white men wives, God 
would be angry with them, and pnnbh them eternally : and on 
almost any occasion when their wishes hare been resisted, they 
have threatened them with the wrath of God.' 

The British rivals in the fur trade are now the American and 
the Bussian Fur Companies, and it is our interest to do nothing 
to weaken the only association capable of preserving to England 
this valuable branch of traffic. 
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THE INDIAN POPULATION— THEIR NUMBEKS—CHA- 
BACTER AND TREATMENT BY THE HUDSON'S BAY 
COMPANY. 



NuMBBBS. — It is difficult to fona any estimate approaching to 
ftcouracy of the population of the territories of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, and also of the adjoining regions. 

Sir George Simpson gives the following as a census of the Sas- 
katchewan District, a country ae Urge as England, which is said to 
be perhaps more numerously peopled with Indians than aay other 
part of North-Westem America : — 



Tribes. 


Tenti. 


SonU. 


Crees 


600 


3800 


Assiniboines 


580 " . 


4060 


Blackfeet . . 


300 


2100 


Peigans 


860 


2460 


Blood Indians 


250 


1750 


Sarcees 


50 


850 


Gros Ventres 


800 


2100 


Saulteaux . 


20 


140 


Half-breeds 


40 


280 



— (Sir G. Simpson's Overland Journey round the World, vol. 
p. 102, published by Oolburu in 1847.) 
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This shows a very scanty population, and gives only, on an 
averi^e, seven persona to each tent. I cannot but think it is an 
under estimate ; or, that this censas includes only those who are 
stationary around the Company's posts. 

In the following classification and distribution of the tribes in 
Rupert's Land, by the Bishop of Montreal, who appears to have 
paid mnch attention to the Indian population, we have no data of 
the actual number in each tribe. His Lordship says — ' It appears 
that the discordant estimates, even of the oldest and most expe- 
rienced residents in the Indian country, forbid all idea of arriving 
at an accurate knowledge of the amount of population, either as a 
whole or iu detail. The tribes themselves, however, occupying the 
country east of the Eocky Mountains, and resorting upon occasion 
to the Company's establishments, may be enumerated and distin- 
guished as follows below : — 
' Mackenzie's River District. 

' The Copper Indians, inhabiting the country about this river. 
' The Loucheux, or Quarrellers. 
' The Hare Indians. 
' The Dog-rib Indians. 

' The Strong-bow Indians, inhabiting Mackenzie's River Dis- 
trict, and speaking different languages. 
' Aikahasca and Isle a la Crosse Districts. 

' The Chipewyans, and a few of the Cree tribe ; inhabiting the 
country surrounding this lake, and between it and the Isle 
k la Crosse District. 
' Peace River District. 

' The Beaver Indians, and a few Sauteux firom the Rainy Lake, 
inhabiting both sides of this river, andBpeaking a language 
different from that of the Chipewyans of Athabasca. 
' Upper part of the Saekatcketean District. 
' The Blackfeet Proper. 
' The Blood Indians. 
' The Piegans. 
' The Fall Indians. 
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' The Surcies. 

' All these five tribes are generally termed Blackfeet, 
althoagb Uiey speak different languages, and have dif- 
ferent customs and manners. 
' Lower part of the Saskatchewan District. 
' The Stone Indians, or Assiniboins. 
' The Crees. 
' The Sauteux, or Ogibways. 

' These three tribes are constantly at variance with the 
Blackfeet, and the whole eight depend on the chase for 
subsistence. They, i. e. the three tribes, extend their 
habitations also to the upper part of Red Eiver and of 
Swan River. 
' York Factory, Oxford, Borway House, Cumberland, and lower 
part of Swan Eiver District. 
' Mi s-Kee- Goose, or Swampy Indians. 

' These also extend ^ong the sea-coast to James's Bay, 
They evidently spring from the Crees, as their language 
is only a dialect of the Gree. There is said to be a 
mixture of the Sauteux in their origin. 
' Churchill District. 
' Esquimaux. 

' Ohipewyans, and a few Swamp Indians, inhabiting the 
country to the north of Churchill, 
' These are all the tribes on the east side of the Rocky Mountains 
who trade respectlTely at the ports indicated by italics. The source 
Irom which I received this information is one upon which I feel 
that I can rely ; and with the exception of the Mackenzie's River 
District, respecting whioh the statements are less positively made, 
the whole account, I believe, is the result of personal acquaintance 
with the localities. 

' The Indians in James's Bay are generally classed with the 

the Mis- kee -goose, and inhabit the countries about Albany, Moose, 

and East Main." — (Bishop of Montreal s Journal, pp. 130 to 138.) 

Mr. Greenhow, in the History of Oregon, estimates the number 

of all the tribes inhabiting the Oregon region, in which he includes 
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all the oountry watered hy the Colombia River, as not exceeding 
20,000 ; the Clotsops and Ghenooks occupying the country on both 
sides of the lower part of the gieat liver; the Killamucks of the 
UmquR, the Olaseets, the territory of the StraiM of Fuca, the 
Enishnrs, mauraders infesting the passes about the falls of the 
great river ; the Chopunish or Nezpero^s of the Walla- Walla and 
Kooekooskee countries ; the KotanJee of Clarke's Biver, and the 
Shoshones or Snake Indians of the Lewis Rivers. In the part of 
the Oregon, north-west of the Columbia, are the Chilcotins or 
Talcotins, between whom a mortal enmity has always existed. The 
Blackfeet from the north-east make inroads on the Shoshones and 
Chopunish tribes. 

The nearest approach to accuracy of the number of inhabitants 
in any of the north-west regions is given in an official report of 
Lieutenants Warre and Vavasour, as a ' Census of the Indian 
Tribes in the Oregon territory firom latitude iH" to latitude 64°, 
derived &om the trading lists of the Hudson's Bay Company, and 
from the best obtainable information.' 

Fart Vancouver, 1845. 
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75,8fi8 of whom an accurate Census has been made. 
11,070 eatimate of tribes of whom no Census has 
been taken. 



Gt. Total B(j,947 Indian populatioQj from latitude 42° to lati- 
tude 54' north.' 
This Census is accompanied by the following remarks : — 
' The gentleman in charge of the Hudson's Bay Company's 
posts on the north of the Columbia, have made very accurate 
estimates of the Indian population in the neighbourhood of their 
several stations ; and we have every reason to beheve, from our own 
observations, in the accuracy of these statements. 

' The Indian tribes on the Columbia, and in the interior of the 
country, are a very migratory race, and it is very difficult to arrive 
at their exact numbers. We believe the above etatements to be 
lather under their numerical strength. 
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' The accompanying amonnt of the population of the Indian tribes 
has been compiled with great care Irom the best autltoritiea ve 
could obtain, and irom the trading lists lent us by the kindness of 
the gentlemen in charge of the Hudson's Bay Company. 

' The Indiana of Puget's Sound and the Straits of De Fuca, also 
those farther to the north, appear to be more numerous than those 
of the interior, and cultivate large quantities of potatoes, &c. for 
their own use, and to barter with the vessels frequenting the coast. 

' They are not so cleanly as the Indians of the prairies, nor are 
they so brave or warlike. Many of the latter tribes are a very fine 
race of men, and possess large herds of cattle and immense num- 
bers of horses. In the neighbourhood of Walla- Walla, individual 
Indians were pointed out to us who owned more than 1000 horses. 

' Slavery is common with all the tribes ; and he who poasessw 
most slaves and the largest number of horses, is considered the 
greatest chief. 

' The Indians of the North are sometimes troublesome, but those 
of the Columbia are a quiet, inoffenaive, but very superstitious race. 
To this last cause may be traced their quarrels with the white man 
and with one another. 

' They are well armed with rifles, musketa, &c., but, from pohcy, 
they are much stinted by the Hudson's Bay Company in ammu- 
nition. 

' The Indian tribes do not remain upon the same ground during 
the whole year. In the summer they resort to the principal rivers 
and the sea coast, where they take and lay by large quantities of 
salmon, &c. for their winter consumption, retiring to the smaller 
rivers of the interior during the cold season. 

' Keither the Eomon Cathohc nor Methodist Missionaries have 
done much towards reclaiming the Indian population, who are an 
idle, dissolute race, and very few of them can be induced to change 
their mode of Ufe, or cultivate more than will absolutely keep them 
from starvation. 

' The total abolition of the sale of intoxicating liquors has done 
much for the good of the whole community, white population 
as well as Indian, and so long as this abstinence {which can 
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hardly he called voluntary) continues, the country will proxper. 
W/ten this prohibition is withdrawn, and the intercourse with the 
world open, such is the character of the dissolute aud only partially 
reformed American and Canadian settlers, that every evil must be 
anticipated, and the unfortunate Indian will he the first to suffer. 
(Signed) 
Henry Warbe, M. Vavassece, 

Lieutmant and Adjutant. Lieutenant Soycd Engineers' 

It is due to the Company to state, that they have never had any 
direct or continued warfare with the Indians. 

Character of the Indian Population. — It is difficult to 
describe the character of the various tribes referred to in the pre- 
ceding claseifi cations ; they have each some recognised difference, 
and axe most of them in a constant state of warfare with each other. 
The Sarcees are said to he the boldest. All have horses and fire- 
arms, and horse- stealing is a favourite occupation with them. The 
Orees and Blackfeet have deadly feuds, and each combat with the 
Assiniboins ; small tribes are drawn into the contests of the larger, 
and the whole are never at peace. Ambuscades, surprises by day 
or night, and treacherous massacres of the old and young, of women 
and the sick, constitute the moving interests of their lives. No 
hardships or inducements will make them settle and cultivate their 
land, and until they do so, it is almost hopeless to expect any 
Christian results from the humane efforts of the Hudson's Bay 
Company and the missionaries. The most degrading superstitions 
prevail ; cnnuing is employed where force cannot be used in plunder ; 
lying is systematic ; woman is treated as a beast ; and the wild 
Indian is, in many respects, more savage than the animals around 

The Crees are the largest tribe or nation of Indians, and are 
divided into two branches, the Orees on the Saskatchewan, and the 
Swampies around the borders of Hudson's Bay, from Fort Churchill 
to East Main. Forty years ago, in consequence of their early 
obtainment of fire-arms, they carried their victories to the arctic 
circle and across the Bocky Mountains, and treated as slaves the 
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CMpewyans, Yellow Knives, Hares, Dogribs, Louoheaux, Nikanies, 
Dabotanies, and other tribes in the adjoining regions. 

The measles and small pox have swept off many from 1810 to 
1820, but tbey are now extending to tbe south in various bands, 
and again increasing in numbers. 

The Salteaux, a branch of the Chippewyans, were formerly the 
most powerful tribe in the country, but measles and small pox have 
dwindled their numbers down to 3000 or 4000, and though scat- 
tered over a vast territory, which produces wild rice in abundance, 
diey can scarcely keep body and soul together ; they are too 
indolent and too proud to become, as they loMly express it, 
' troublers of the earth.' Gambling ia a prevailing passion, espe- 
cially with the Kew Caledonia savages. In some tribes, if a chief 
be ill, he caus^ one of his people to be shot, and if he recovers^ it 
is attributed to the sacrifice. Sometimes a chief pretends to mad- 
ness, and bites every one that foils in hie way. In filth and 
sensuality the Indians, especially the more southern races, exceed 
probably any of the savages in other parts of the world. In some 
places on the north-west coast, says Sir George Simpson, they eat 
the dead bodies of their relatives. — (Vol. i., p. 207.) 

A few years ago a large encampment of the Gros Ventres and 
Blackfeet was located on the Southern Saskatchewan to htint the 
buffalo ; the younger warriors, however, made an incursion into the 
country of the Assiniboines, but, on returning with the scalps and 
spoils of their enemies, they found revenge bad been taken by 
the massacre of their defenceless wives and children, parents and 
sisters. So long as the Indians are in the power of the Europeans, 
they are perfectly good humoured, but, whenever they find they are 
the strongest, a different conduct is pursued ; and unless treated 
with firmness, they are sure to commence aggression. In the straits 
ioound Vancouver's Island, tbey have not hesitated to attack Euro- 
pean boats, and near Nisqually they assassinated one of the Company's 
officers and five men, on their way from Fort Langley to Fort 
Vancouver. Not long since, seizing Europeans, to be ransomed for 
guns, gunpowder, blankets, &c., was considered to be &ir game by 



Digitized by G(Xlg[e 



the Indians, and they are only now kept in awe throughout the 
whole country hy the courage, mingled with policy, of the servants 
of the Company. 

Heame, in the work descriptive of his journey to the Northern 
Ocean, says— 'When any really distreeeed objects present them- 
selves at the Company's factory, they are always relieved with 
victuals, clothes, medicines, and every other necessary, gratis ; and, 
in return, they instruct every one of their countrymen how to behave 
in order to obtain the same charity.' The Indians are great adepts 
at deception, ne"er at a loss for a plausible story, have abundance 
of sighs, groans, and tears at command, feign to be lame, and even 
blind, to excite pity, and use so many false pretences to obtain 
charity, that it requires a great discrimination to ascertain real dis- . 
tress, and turn a deaf ear, otherwise the whole of the Company's 
goods might be given away, begging would become the most profitable 
trade, and the hunting for, and traffic in, furs, would cease. They 
are always disposed to steal anything they think will he serviceable, 
particularly iron hoops, spikes, carpenters' tools, &c., either for 
their own use, or for the purpose of trading with such of their 
countrymen as seldom visit the Company's stations. 

The description given by Heame, of the character of the Northern 
Indians, will serve for many other tribes. ' It may be teuly said that 
they possess a considerable degree of deceit, and are very complete 
adepts in the art of flattery, which they never spare as long as they 
find that it conduces to their interest, hut not a moment longer. 
They take care always to seem attached to a new Governor, and 
flatter his pride, hy telling him that they look up to him as the 
father of their tribe, on whom they can safely place their dependence; 
Mid they never fail to depreciate the generosity of his predecessor, 
however extensive that might have been, however humane and 
disinterested hia conduct ; and if aspersing the old, and flattering 
the new Governor, has not the desired efl'ect in a reasonable time, 
tbey represent him as the worst of characters, and tell him to his 
face that he is one of the most cruel of men ; that he has no feeling 
for the distresses of their tribe, and that many have perished for 
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want of assiatanee (which, if it bo tnie, is only owing to want of 
humanity among themselves), and then they boast of having received 
ten times the favours and presents from his predecessor. It is re- 
markable that those are most lavish in their praises, who have never 
either deserved or received any favours from him. In time, how- 
fever, this language also ceases, and they are perfectly reconciled to 
the man whom they would wilhngly have made a fool, and say, 
' he is no child, and not to be deceived by them.' 

' They differ so much from the rest of mankind, that harsh, un- 
courteous usage seems to agree better with the generality of them, 
particularly the lower class, than mild treatment ; for if the least 
respect be shown them, it makes them intolerably insolent; and 
though some of their leaders may be exempt from this imputation, 
yet there are but few even of them who have sense enough to set a 
proper value on the favours and indulgencies which are granted to 
them while they remain at the Company's factories, or elsewhere 
within their territories. Experience has convinced me, that by 
keeping a Northern Indian at a distance, he may be made service- 
able both to himself and the Company ; but by giving him the least 
indulgence at the factory, he will grow indolent, inactive, and 
troublesome, and only contrive methods to tax the generosity of an 
European.'— (Pp. 308, 309.) 

Aged parents are treated not only with entire neglect, but also 
with contempt hy their children, and it is calculated that at least 
one-half of the aged of both sexes are left to starve, and do perish 
of cold or want. The Bishop of Montreal thus pourtrays the 
appearance of the Indians whom he saw en route to the Red 
Biver: 'Their actual condition presents a most degrading picture 
of humanity. Some of them came up to us in dirty blankets, or 
dirtier dresses of worn and tattered liareskins ; others were totally 
naked, except the waist-cloth ; their heads, with scarcely an excep- 
tion, protected only by an enormous mass of long black hair; 
others, in the encampments, who appeared to be persons of some 
distinction, and whose attire was in better order, were tricked out 
more like bedlamites than rational heings; a silly and iudiscri- 
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minadng posmon for omunent prompting them to tarn to this 
account whttterer frippery they can become possessed of; bo that 
the thimbles, for example, nhicb they procure from the Company, 
are seen dangling at the end of long thin braids of hair which hang 
£rom the men's foreheads : some have feathers stack into their hair, 
and these, perhaps, bent into an imitation of home, with oiheri 
appended to resemble the ears of an anima] : many have their 
faces painted, all the lower part of the visage being made perfectly 
black, and the eyes encircled with bright vennillion : but it wonld 
be impossible to describe the varieties of their costume, or their 
fantastic decorations ; and there they sit, or rather squat, smoking 
and basking in the sun the Uvelong day, sunk in an indolence from 
which nothing seems to rouse them but the excitement of war or 
the chase. Every species of labour and drudgery, in Uie mean- 
time, is thrown entirely npon the women ; and if an Indian travels 
on foot with his family, all the load which is to be carried, is con- 
signed to the back of his wife or wives, for he does not always 
content liimself with one. We were particularly struck with the 
appearance of one savi^e, who, squatting, with his whole figure in 
a heap, upon the point of a projecting rock which overhung the 
river, perfectly naked and perfectly motionless, staring down upon 
us out of the hair which buried his head and covered his shoulders, 
looked hke some hideous idol of the East.' — {Journal, pp. 35 — 37.) 

In reference to the character of the Indians, the Bishop says, 
' their passion for liquor is well known, but ii w a great blessing 
that tJte Hudson's Bay Company have adopted measures to with- 
hold from them this deuastating curse.' ' Some of them are prac- 
tised thieves; they appear very generally to be invet«rate gamblers, 
and will strip themselves of every article they possess, in the 
unsuccessful pursuit of this passion.' ' Europeans, in some points 
of view, have done them unspeakable mischief; but, as matters are 
now conducted, their condition is ameliorated by their partial 
assimilation to the whites. Those who are attached to tite forts 
are far more comfortable in their appearance than otlte-rs.' 

The Bishop adverts to the ' scenes of blood and treachery 
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from hereditary and cheriahed feuds ; the trophies of the scalping 
knife; the exposure of infants; the abandonment of helpless ohjects, 
when found burthensome, to perish in the wilds,' And his lord- 
ship adds his valuable testimony, that ' the influence of the Hudson's 
Bay Company has been exerted, no doubt successfully, to a certain 
extent, to check some of these practices, and more decisively, I 
believe, for the discontinuance of certain horrid barbarities exercised 
upon the widows of Indian warriors, as an established custom, and 
upon captive slaves at the will of their masters.' — (Pp. 136, 137.) 

Captain Franklin sa^ that the ' Stone Indians are grossly and 
habitually treacherous, generally at war with the neighbouring 
tribes, and never fail to take the scalps of their prisoners as 
trophies. They abuse the rights of hospitality by waylaying and 
plundering the very guest who had been apparently received with 
kindness, and just departed {torn their tents.' — (Quarterly Review, 
No. Ivi., p. 379.) 

Mr. Greenhow says, that ' Missionaries of various Christian sects 
have long been labouring with little profit, as it would appear from 
all ftccoonts. The Roman Catholics appear to content themselves with 
administering baptism, and whole tribes submit at once to the rite.' 

It is too much the habit to invest savages with all the better traits 
of humanity, and to say that they axe injured by civilization, when 
in fact savages are more ferocious to each other than are the wild 
beasts of the forest. The Bev. S. Parker saya, in his Journal, 
at p. 27 — ' I passed to-day a place which presented a very mournful 
scene, where two years ago thirty Nez Perc6 young men, who were 
killed by the Blackfeet, had been buried. They were all active young 
men, going out upon some expedition, the nature of which I coold 
not learn. They had gone but a Uttie way from the village which 
encamped here, when, passing through a very narrow defile on a 
small stream of water, walled up on both sides with perpendicular 
rocks, the Blackfeet Indians, who bad waylaid them, attacked them 
from before and behind, and killed all but one, who mounted a horse 
belonging to the Blackfeet, and forced his way through the opposing 
enemy. After the Blackfeet Indians had retired from the place of 



Digitized by G(Xlg[e 



90 

slaughter, the Nez Percys brought away the dead bodies and buried 
them in this place. According to their mode, they buried with them 
their clothes, blankets, and buffalo robes, in graYCS only about three 
feet deep, putting five or six bodies in a grave. Some time after 
this the Blackfeet Indiana came and dug them up, and made plunder 
of their blankets and whatever they thought worth taking. The 
Nez Percys some time afterwards came this way, and collected their 
bones and buried them again. The graves in which they were first 
buried were open when we passed, and fragments of garments were 
lying about. Here my Indians halted, and mourned in silence over 
their slaughtered sons and brothers.' The ' Blackfeet' tribe are 
fbund in different posts of the Hudson's Bay Company's territories, 
and require to be carefully watched. 

The aborigines of the North-West Archipelago, ' are universally 
described as daring and ferocious in the extreme, but possessing 
greater self-command, by which they conceal their intentions until 
prepared to act. The history of the fiiT trade in the North Pacific 
presents innumerable instances of their cruelty and treachery towards 
foreigners visiting their coasts, and many vessels have been taken 
by them, and all on board murdered in an instant, without the 
previous occurrence of anything calculated to excite suspicion,' 
Mr. Greenhow adds, ' there are many reasons for believing that these 
people are cannibals, though it seems probable they only eat the bodies 
of their enemies killed in war.' — {Geography of Oregon,-^'^. 33, 33.) 

The Ballabollas at Fort McLoughlin, some of whose canoes, cut 
out of a siiigle tree, are 60 feet long, by 6j broad and 4j deep, and 
carry an hundred men, bad a deadly feud with the Hydra tribe of 
Queen Charlotte's Island, when Sir G. Simpson was on the coast 
in 1842. The Ballabollas, to the number of 800, went in their 
canoes, and butchered all the inhabitants of a village of the Hydas, 
except a man and a woman, who were carried off as living trophies. 

The Londonderry Sentinel of 33rd September, 1848, contains 
an article from the Journal du Havre, which gives a detailed account 
of the ' Massacre of an entire community of Protestant Missionaries 
who have been settled in Columbia for more than ten years, by an 
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Indian tribe tenned the Cayousee.' The Rev. Dr. Wfaitcman and 
his wife were among the first victims. Dysentery had carried off 
several of the Indians, and the Indians supposed that the Whites 
haddesWoyed them in order to obtain sole possession of the country. 
It is mentioned in the above statement that Mr. Abemethy, the 
Governor of Columbia, had, with the concurrence of the Oregon 
Legislative Council, authorised a levy of 500 volunteers to punish 
the Cayouses. The information concludes with the following pas- 
sage : — ' Vengeance is less an object than to prevent this sad 
example being followed by the neighbouring tribes, among whom 
the Society of Missionaries have founded numerous establishments 
without gaining the sympathy of the people, or bringing about a 
reform sufBciently deep-rooted to prevent cause for continually fearing 
a return to the ferocity of savage life. We are assured that the 
Hudson's Bay Company has, on its part, sent a considerable rein- 
forcement to Walla-Walla. The question is, whether they will 
arrive soon enough to prevent the recurrence of such a misfortune.' 

Slavery exists extensively among the Indians of the Oregon and in 
New Caledonia, but the establishment of the Company's forts is 
effecting a coDsiderable change, by introdncing commeroial opera- 
tions ; and, by facilitating traffic, one of the best guarantees for 
peace is established even among sav^es. 

It may afford some idea of the diflBculty which a British well- 
organized association must have in dealing vdth the Indians, and 
how impossible it would he for isolated traders to carry on traffic in 
those regions when the state of slavery is known, by which the 
master is brutalized even more than the unhappy victim of his avarice 
and cruelty. Sir G. Simpson, in describing the tribes on the north- 
west coast, among the Hudson's Bay Company's forts, famishes 
the following harrowing account of the condition of their slaves : 
' These tiiralls are just as much the property of their masters as so 
many dogs, with this difference against them, that a man of cruelty 
and ferocity enjoys a more exquisite pleasure in tasking, or starving, 
or torturing, or killing, a fellow creature, than in treating any one 
of the lower fuiimals in a similar way. Even in the most inclement 
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weather, a mat or a piec^ of deer-skin is the slave's only clothing, 
whether by day or night, whether under cover or in the open air. 
To eat without permission, in the very midst of an abundance which 
his toil has procured, is as much as his miserable life is worth ; and 
the only permission which is ever vouchsafed to him is, to pick up 
the ofTal thrown out by his nnfedling and imperious lord. Whether 
in open war or in secret assassination, this cold and hungry wretch 
invariably occupies the post of danger.' 

' But all this is nothing when compared with the purely wanton 
atrocities to which these most helpless and pitiable children of the 
human race are subjected. They are beaten, lacerated, and maimed 
— the mutilating of fingers or toes, the splitting of noses, the scooping 
out of eyes, being ordinary occurrences. They are butchered, with- 
out the excuse or the excitement of a gladiatorial combat, to make 
holidays ; and, as if to carry persecution beyond the point at which 
the wicked are said to cease firom troubling, their corpses are often 
cast into the sea, to be washed out and in by the tide. To show 
how diabolically ingenious the masters are in the work of murder, 
six slaves, on the occasion of a late merrymaking at Sitka, were 
placed in a row, with their throats over a sharp ridge of rock, while 
a pole, loaded vdth a chuckling demon at either end, ground away 
at the backs of Eheir necks till life was extinct. What a proof of 
the degrading influence of oppression, that men should submit in 
life to treatment from which the block bondmen of Cuba or Brazil 
would be glad to escape by suicide !' — (Vol. i., p. 243.) The chiefs 
not un&equendy revenge themselves on each other by slaying the 
slaves when unguarded. The Sebassamen, a numerous tribe, are 
said to consist chiefly of runaway slaves, who are always received 
with open arms by their chief. 

Fort Simpson, one of the Company's establishments, in latitude 
54" 30' north, longitude 130" 30'west, situated on a peninsula, washed 
on three sides by Chatham Sound, and Port Essington and Works' 
Canal, are the resort of a great number of Indians; about 14,000 of 
various tribes, such as the Chunseons, from Naas Biver, the Sebassa- 
men, &om Banks' Island, those of Queen Charlotte's Island, and many 
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from the KussiaD territories. All these Indians are turbulent and 
fierce, and have Sequent fights with each other, arising ttom 
gambling quarrels or neglect of points of etiquette. About 800 of the 
Chunseaus have settled under the protection of the guns of the fort. 

The Russian Indians until recendy obtained with facility spirits 
&om the Russian Gontpcmy in exchange for skins, and the demora- 
lizing effect was seen mnong thepi, and also in the tribes contiguous 
in the British territory. 

The admiration of the Indians for the superior skill and ingenuity 
of the Europeans is one great cause of the awe with which the 
Hudson's Bay Company's forts and ofiGoers are viewed, and in some 
measure explains the security of a handfiil of men scattered in 
different forts or stockaded ports over a vast territory inhabited by 
thousands of warlike people, among whom they are continually 
travelling in small bands, laden with (to the Indians) precious 
treasures. 

Sir George Simpson thus illustrates the effect produced by the 
Hudson's Bay Company's Steamer, Beaver, in which he navigated 
the intricate waters of the North-Western Archipelago, from the 
Straits of Fuca to Sitka. ' According to the whole tenour of my 
journal, this labyrinth of waters is peculiarly adapted for the powers 
of steam. In the case of a sailing vessel, our delays and dangers 
would have been tripled and quadrupled; a circumstance which 
raised my estimate of Vancouver's skill and perseverance at every 
step of my progress. But, independently of physical advantages, 
steam, as I have already mentioned, may be said to exert an almost 
superstitious influence over the savages; besides acting without 
intermission on their fears, it has, in a great measure, subdued their 
very love of robbery and violence. In a word, it has inspired the 
red man with a new opinion, new not in degree but in kind, of the 
superiority of his white brother. 

' After the arrival of the emigrants from Red River, their guide, 
a Cree of the name of Bras Croche, took a short trip in the Beaver. 
When asked what be thought of her, ' Don't ask me,' was his reply ; 
' I cannot speak ; my friends will say I tell hes when I let them 
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know what I hare aeen ; Indiims are fools, and know nothing ; I 
can see that the iron machinery makes the ship to go, but I cannot 
see what makes the iron machinery itself to go.' Braa CMche, 
though very intelligent, and, like all the Creea, partially civilized, 
was, nevertheleea, so full of doubt and wonder, that he would not 
leave the vessel till he got a certificate to the effect, that he had 
been on hoard of a ship which needed neither sails nor paddlers. 
Though not one of Ms countrymen would understand a word of 
what was written, yet the most sceptical among them woold not 
dare to' question the truth of a story which had a document in its 
favour. A savage stands nearly as much in awe of paper, pen, and 
ink, as of steam Itself; and, if he once puts his cross to any writing, 
he has rarely been known to violate the engagement which such 
writing is supposed to embody or to sanction. To him the very 
look of black and white is a powerful 'medicine." — (Vol. i., p. 242.) 
Time, prudence, courage, moral power, and probity, have con- 
tributed to make the name of the Hudson's Bay Company respected 
and feared throughout these wide-spread regions; but in several 
instances life has been lost, and great dangers incurred in esta- 
hhshing the stations or forts. Three or four posts which had been 
established by the Company on the Bow River, or Southern branch 
of the Saskatchewan, which was frequented hy hostile tribes, were 
abandoned; and, in 1822, the Company sent a flying expedition 
into the same country, at an expense of ^.10,000, hut were obliged 
to retire with considerable loss in the ensuing year. Fort Pstt, after 
being established ten years, was compelled, on account of its being 
visited by Crees, Assiniboines, and Blackfeet, to keep, both day and 
night, the system of watch and ward, which the older forts had 



The exceptions to the general character of the Indians are few, 
and when any are met with hy the Company's servants, they are 
highly prized and respected. 

Treatment of the Indians. — The exclusive rights possessed 
by the Company have prevented that destruction of the native popu- 
lation in Rupert's Laud, which has taken place in every other part 
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of the American Continent, and in the adjaoent islands. At the 
British Settlements of Australia, Van Diemen's Land, South AMca, 
&c., the aborigines are fast perishing, and in Van Diemen's Island 
are utteriy exterminated. But, as Mr. Greenhow and other Ameri- 
cans truly state, the preservation of the Indian population, and the 
animals on which they subsist, is a matter of the most careful 
attention from a humane feehng, as well as from motives of mer- 
cantile consideration. If the fur-hearing or food-yielding animals 
be recklessly destroyed, either out of season, when bearing young, 
or indiscriminately without reference to sex or age, the Company in 
the long ran would be the principal sufferers ; — so also, if the Indian 
population be kept in ignorance, barbarism, and crime, the expenses 
of repression, of protection against theft and violence, — and the 
losses consequent upon non-payment of advances, must fall upon 
the Company, It is therefore for their immediate and permanent 
advantage that the Indian population be reclaimed from savage 
life, — that they be preserved from the effects of extreme cold, and 
privation of food, by a due and well-regulated protection, — that 
they be induced by examples of good faith, of honourable treat- 
ment, and of kind consideration, to rely on the promises, and to 
respect the persons and property of the Hudson's Bay Company. 

The conduct of the Hudson's Bay Company indeed presents a 
marked contrast to that which has taken place in the United States, 
and in our own territories of the Crown. ' In Newfoundland, as in 
other parts of America, it seems to have been for a length of time 
a meritorious act to kill an Indian.' — [Report of Aborigines' Par- 
liamentary Committee in 1837). 

Newfoundland was once very densely peopled by Indians, who 
even recently ' run up fences to the extent of 30 miles ' for deer; 
but the aborigines have been utterly destroyed by the English 
settiers. The last of the tribes, a man and a woman, were shot by 
two Englishmen in 1823. 

In Upper Canada, a converted Chippeway chief, addreasing Lord 
Goderich, says, ' We were once very numerous, and owned all Upper 
Canada, and lived by fishing and hunting ; but the white men who 
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came to trade with us, taught our fathers to drink the fire waters, 
which haa made our people poor and sick, and has killed many 
tribes, till we have become very amaU.' Theae once numerous 
people are now a degraded race, and reduced to a Btate reaembling 
that of the Gypsies in England. 

In 1826 the Indiana in New Bmnewick were reduced to a few, 
and in a ' wretched condition.' The aame occurred in Nova Scotia. 

The Cree Indiana, in the north-west territoriea, once a powerful 
tribe, have been reduced in 30 yeara from 10,000 to 200, and much 
degenerated. But, adds the Aborifftnes Report of 1837, ' it should 
be observed that this tribe had access to posts not comprehended 
within the Hudson's Bay Company's proMHtion as to the introduc- 
tion of spirituous liquors, and they miserably show the effects of 
the privilege.' * The Copper Indians also, through Ul managenaent, 
intemperance, and vice, are said to have decreased within the last 
five years to one-half the number of what they were.' {Aborigines 
Report, House of Commons, 1837). In Guyana, New Holland, 
Kaffraria, New Zealand, &c., we see how the aborigines have been 
treated, and how they have sunk and degenerated. 

The Company, despite of many obstacles, have endeavoured 
to follow out the excellent instructions of Charles II., addressed 
to the Council of Foreign Plantations in 1670, which were as 
follows : " Forasmuch as most of our said colonies do border 
upon the Indians, and peace is not to be expected without the due 
observance and preservation of justice to them, you are, in our 
name, to command all the Governors that Uiey at no time give any 
just provocation to any of the said Indians tfiat are at peace with 
us,* &c. That with respect to the Indians who desire to put them- 
selves under our protection, that they ' be received;' ' and that the 
Governors do by all ways seek firmly to oblige them ; and that they 
do employ some persona to learn the languages of them ; and that 
they do not only carefully protect and defend them from adversaries, 
but that they more especially take care that none of our own sub- 
jects, nor any of their servants, do any way harm them. That if any 
shall dare to offer any violence to them in their persons, goods, or 
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pos&esBioDB, the said QoTemors do severely pimish the said in- 
juries agreeably to justice and right. And you are to consider how 
the Indiana and slaves may be best instmcted and converted to the 
Christian religion ; it being both ibr the honour of the Crovn and 
of the Protestant religion itself, that all persons within any of our 
territories, though never so remote, should be tatight the knowledge 
of QoD, and be acquainted with the mysteries of salvation.' 

That such has been the conduct of the Company, was acknow- 
ledged by the Aborigines Parliamentary Committee and Sir T. 
Fowell Buxton, in I S3 7. Testimony to the same effect has been 
given by the late Mr. Thomas Simpson, who, in company with Mr. 
Dease, another of the Hudson's Bay Company's servants, under the 
liberal enoo>iragement and provision of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
made a tour, as before stated, lirom Fort Chipewyan to the more 
northern parts of the continent, and in several parts of the Nar- 
rative of the Discoveries on the North Coast of America, published 
by Bentley in 1843, are paseages bearing on the conduct of the 
Company. The following is in point : — ' During this month I had 
the most convincing proofs of that recklessness which prompts the 
Indian to prefer a momentary gratification to a sabstantial benefit. 
Earnest applications were made by the assembled Chipewyans for 
the re-introduction into their country of ardent spirits, which had 
been for many years discontinued by the Company's humane policy. 
Their attachment to the poisonous beverage, however, remained so 
strong, that, every season, parties of the tribes traversed the con- 
tinent to Churchill, on Hudson's Bay, with no other purpose but to 
obtain it. At length its use was prohibited there also, and the 
Chipewyans renewed their solicitations. Instead of gaining their 
point, they were now justly reproved by their benefactor, Mr. Smith, 
and obliged to confess their own folly.' The following is an ex- 
tract of the Company's standing orders on these subjects : — ' That 
the Indians be treated with kindn^s and indulgence, and mild and 
conciliatory means resorted to, in order to encour^e industry, 
repress vice, and inculcate morality ; that the use of spirituous 
liquors be gradually discontinued in the few districts in which it is 
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yet indispeiiBable ; and that the Indians be liberally supplied with 
requisite necessBiies, particalarly with articles of anunumtion, 
whether they have the meaoB of paying for it or not.' It is equally 
the Company's inclination and theii interest to render the natives 
comfortable. It is when they Me well clothed, and amply provided 
with ammunition, that they are best able to exert themselves in col- 
lecting furs and provisions. But, so far is it from the Company's 
wish to acquire an undue influence over them, by loading them 
with debts, that repeated attempts have been made to reduce the 
trade to a simple barter. In order to effect an object so beneficial 
to the natives themselves, the arrears of the Chipewyans have been 
twice cancelled since the junction of the two companies in 1821 ; 
but the generous experiment has signally failed. The improvidenoe 
of the Indian character is an insurmountable obstacle to its success, 
and, in the Chipewyans, is aggravated by a custom which the whites 
have not yet been able wholly to eradicate. On the death of a 
relative, they destroy guns, blankets, kettles, everything, in short, 
they possess, — concluding the havoc by tearing their lodges to 
pieces. When these transports of grief have subsided, they must 
have recourse to the nearest establishment for a fresh supply of 
necessaries ; and thus their debts are renewed. The debts of the 
deceased are, in every case, lost to the Company. The Indian debt 
system is, in reality, equivalent to the practice, in many civilized 
countries, of making advances to hired servants previous to the 
commencement of their actual duties. This is particularly remark' 
able among the French Canadians, who can scarcely be induced to 
undertake any work or service without first receiving part payment 
in advance. Their improvidence approaches to that of the Indian, 
and produces similar effects.' — (Pp. 72 — 75.) 

The treatment of the Indians on the west coast, is shown by the 
Bev. Samuel Parker, a Minister of the Qospel in the United States, 
who was sent by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions to ascertain the field for missionary enterprise beyond the 
Bocky Mountains, in 1836-7. The reverend gentleman takes occasion 
in various places to express his highest commendation of ths policy 
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and proceedings of the Hudson's Bay Comptmy. At page 81 of Ids 
interesting Journal, he says : ' The gentlemen belonging to the Hud- 
eon's Bay Company deserve commendation for their gentle treatment 
of the Indians, by -which they have obtained their friendship and con- 
fidence, and also for the efforts livhiGh some few of them have made to 
instruct those about them in the first principles of our holy religion, 
especially in regard to equity, humanity, and morality. This 
CompffiQy is of long standing ; they have originated a vast trade, 
which they are anxious to preserve, and therefore they consult the 
prosperity of the Indians, as intimately connected with their own. 
I have not been informed, as yet, of a single instance of any Indian 
being wantonly killed by the men belonging to this Company ; nor 
have I heard any boasting among tbem of the satisfaction taken in 
killing or abusing Indians, too frequently observable elsewhere.' 
Indeed it is so obviously the interest of a powerful body like the 
Hudson's Bay Company, who are not grasping at an immediate 
individual advantage, who feel they are responsible to their Sove- 
reign and the Nation for the righteous fulfilment of the tmst 
reposed in them, and who, it is to be presumed, have Christian 
consciences as well as other men, that it is scaroely necessary to 
multiply evidence on the subject; but, as it is now proposed to 
entrust to this Company the colonization of Vancouver's Island, it 
is desirable to examine their past proceedings in every reepeci. 

Mr. Simpson, speaking of his wintering at Fort Chipewyan, in 
18S7, says : — ' The month of February was unusually mild, and at 
noon the sun not nnfireqnently asserted his increasing power by a 
gentle thaw. Messengers were continually arriving with favooiable 
accounte from the Indian camps ; a pleasing contrast to the pre- 
ceding winter, which is rendered memorable to the poor natives by 
the ravages of an influenza — scarcely less dreadful than the cholera 
— that carried off nearly 200 of the distant Chipewyans. I say 
distant, because all who were within reach of the establishment were 
sent for and carried thither, where every care was taken of them ; 
warm clothing and lodgings were provided; medicines administered ; 
the traders and servants fed tbem, parting with their own slender 
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Btock of luxaries* for their nourishmeiit ; till even the cold heart of 
the red man vanned into gratitude, and his lips uttered the unwonted 
accents of thanks.' — (Pp. 67, 68.) And again — ' It is with sincere 
pleasure I take this occasioD of observing, that the harsh treatment 
of their women, for which the CMpewyans were, not long since, 
remarkable, even among the North American tribes, is now greatly 
alleviated, especiallj among those who have firequent communication 
with the estahlishments. At Great Bear Lake I had many oppor- 
tumdes of witnessing the conduct of this particular family, and 
always saw the females treated with kindness. The present Chipe- 
wyan character, indeed, contrasts most favourably with that of the 
party who accompanied Heame on his discovery of the Copper Mine 
River, and who massacred the unhappy Esquimaux, surprised asleep 
in their tents at the Bloody Fall. A large proportion of the Com- 
pany's servants, and, with very few exceptions, the officers, are 
united to native women. A kindly feeling of relationship thus exists 
between them and the Indians, which tends much to the safety of 
the small and thinly scattered posts, placed, as they are, among 
overwhelming numbers, were those numbers hostile. The rising 
class of officers have begun to marry the young ladies educated at 
Bed River, which wiU tend to give a higher tone to, the manners and 
morals of the country, without, it is k> be hoped, diminishing those 
mutual feelings of goodwill that now subsist between the Indians 
and the traders resident among them. 

' An aged Cree hunter arrived with his family. Feeling his 
strength, which had borne bim through forest and flood for many 
a year, no longer equal to the chase, the old man said that he was 
come to end his days at the fort. With care and attention, however, 
he soon began to revive ; the whole family were famished with 
everything necessary, had the some rations assigned them as the 

* ' A few ponnda of Ua, Bugor, &o., allowed lo offlceis and gnides, and pnraliaBed bj 
Ibe oommon men, are called ' loioriag' in Badson'a Ba;. The old Canadiui 
' TorageuTB ' who lament Iha degenerac; of their eacceasors, are nothing luth to imitale 
their example in adding iheae comforts to their tire ; and an encampiQent of the 
preient da;- aihibits a regular aaaortment of tea kettlee, pots, and pans.' 



Digitized by G(Xlg[e 



101 

regular Berremts, and continued to live in comfort at the eatablish- 
nient. Many other IndianB came in from the different oamps with 
Airs and for supplies. 

' From some of the Chipewyans I learned that they had, in the 
coarse of the preceding simuner, met with a party of Esquimaux at 
the confluence of the noble Thelew or Thelon River with the Doo- 
baunt of Heame, below the lake of the latter name, and not far 
&om the influx of these united streams into Ohestarfield Inlet. 
This meeting was of the most amicable character, and they spent a 
great part of the summer together. The Esquimaux even proposed 
to send two of their young men to A&abasca, inviting the same 
number of Indians to pass the winter with them. The arrangement 
was agreed to by both parties, but was fmstrated by some petty 
jealousy among the women. They also informed me that, in 1833, 
some of the Athabasca Chipewyans acoompanied the Churchill 
branch of their tribe on their annual meeting with other Esquimaux 
at Tath Kyed, or White Snow Lake of Heame, which receives the 
united waters of the Cathawohc^a and the rapid Easan, or White 
Partridge Biver. This remarkable change, &om mortal hatred to 
frank and oonfldent intercourse, k solely owing to the humane inter- 
position of the Company's officers, who neglect no opportunity of 
inculcating on the minds of these savage tribes the propriety of 
their forgiving ancient wrongs, and uniting together in the bonds of 
peace and friendship. By the same influence, the warlike Beaver 
Indians of Peaoe River have been, of late years, reconciled to their 
old enemies, the Thcecanies of the Rocky Mountains, and the 
Carriers of New Caledonia.' — {Narrative, <£c., pp. 69 — 72.) 

Wherever, indeed, the Hudson's Bay Company have established 
settlements or forte {as their stockades are called), they have made 
a nucleus for civilization, which gradually spreads around. 

Governor Simpson, in an able r4sumS of the proceedings of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, dated 1st February, 1S37, printed in the 
Parliamentary Papers of 8th August, 1842, p. 17, says: — ' I have 
no hesitation in saying, that the native population of the countries 
through which the Hudson's Bay Company's business extends neve^ 
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derived any real benefit from their intercourse with the whites nntil 
the for trade beoame exercised under the existing licence. In proof 
of this, the population of eome of the tribes, previous to that time 
eensihly diminishing, is now increasing ; and from my. experience of 
the times of opposition, I can further say, that if the trade were 
again thrown open to competition, all the horrors of the late contest 
would break out afresh ; drunkenness and demoralization would 
have their former sway, not only among the natives, but among the 
whites, whom we are now enabled to keep under proper subordina- 
tion, which was never the case during the excitement occasioned by 
the riralship in trade ; the fur-bearing ftTiiimLla would in the course 
of a very few years become nearly extinct ; and the inevitable con- 
sequences would be the desertion of the natives by the traders, the 
latter having no longer any inducement to remain among them ; 
that unfortunate population, thus left to their own resources, must 
inevitably perish from cold and hunger, — the use of the bow and 
arrow, and other rude inplements, formerly affording them the 
means of feeding and clothing themselTes, being now unknown, and 
our guns, ammunition, fishing-tackle, iron works, cloth, blankets, 
and other manufactures having become absolutely neoessary to their 
very existence. [For confirmation, see p. 84.] 

' Previous to 1821 the business of the Columbia department was 
very limited; but it has since been very greatly extended at much 
expense, and, I am sorry to add, at a considerable sacrifice of life 
among the Company's ofBcers and servants, owing to the fierce, 
treacherous, and bloodthirsty character of its population, and the 
dangers of the navigation. 

' The far trade is the principal branch of business at present in 
the country situated between the Bocky Mountains and the Pacific 
Ocean, On the banks of the Columbia River, however, where die 
soil Mid climate are favourable to cultivation, we are directing our 
attention to agriculture on a large scale, and there is every prospect 
that we shall soon be able to establish important branches of export 
trade from thence in the articles of wool, tallow, hides, tobacco, and 
grain of various kinds. 
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' I have also the satisfaction t6 say, that the native population 
are beginning to profit by our example, as many, formerly dependent 
on hunting and fishing, now maintain themselves by the produce of 
the Boil.' 

The Rev. 9. Parker gives a moat pleasing picture of Fort Van- 
couver on the Golambia, and thus writes to his fiiends : — ' I am 
very agreeably situated in this plaoe. Half of a new house is 
assigned me, well furnished, and all the attendance which I oonld 
wish, with aooesB to a valuable library. I have ample opportunitieB 
of riding out for exercise, or to see the adjoining country ; and, in 
addition to all these advantages, and what is still more valuable, I 
enjoy the society of gentlemen, enlightened, polished, and sociable. 
These comforts were not anticipated, and are, therefore, the more 
grateful. 

' There is a school connected with this establishment, for the 
benefit of the children of the traders and common labourers, some 
of whom are orphans, whose parents were attached to the Company; 
and also some Indian children, who are provided for by the gene- 
rosity of the resident gentlemen. They are instructed in the common 
branches of an English education, such as reading, writing, arith- 
metic, gronmiar, and geography ; and, together with these, in religion 
and morality. The exercises of the school are closed with singing 
a hymn ; after which, they are taken by their teacher to a garden 
assigned them, in which they labour. Finding them deficient in 
sacred music, I undertook to instruct them in singing, in which 
they make good progress, and develop excellent voices. Among 
them is one Indian boy, who has the most flexible and melodious 
voice I ever heard. 

' It is worthy of notice, how little of the Indian complexion is 
seen in the half-breed children. Generally they have fair skin, often 
flaxen hair, and blue eyes. The children of the school were punctual 
in their attendance on the three services of the Sabbath, and formed 
our choir.' — (Journey beyond the Rocky Mountains, p. 39.) 

In the ' Narrative ' before referred to, Mr. T. Simpson thus records 
his impressions of the state of the Indians at the Bed Biver Settlement : 
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' It may be remarked that, while not a few of the children, by native 
women, of the Company's retired European serrante, who are chiefly 
Orkneymen, inherit the plodding careful disposition of tiheir fathers, 
the half-breed descendants of the Frenoh Canadians are, with rare ex- 
ceptions, characterized by the paternal levity and extravagance, saper- 
added to the oncontrollable passions of the Indian blood. Many of 
the industiious Scotch, who first planted the Colony in 1811, under 
the auspices of the late Earl of Selkirk, have saved handsome sums of 
money, besides rearing large families in rustic plenty. A consider- 
able portion of this valuable class, however, dreading the predomi- 
nance and violence of the half-breeds, with whom they have avoided 
intermarrying, have converted their property into money, and removed 
to the United States. 

' Besides extensive purchases of grain and provisions, for their 
transport and other service, the Company annually expends large 
snms at Bed Itiver, in works of public utility, such as experimental 
farming, erecting churches and other buildings, endowing schools, 
aSbrding medical aid gratis to the poor, encouraging domestic 
manufactures, maintaining an armed police, dispensing justice, and 
in contributing to the support of two Protestant clergymen, of a 
Roman Catholic bishop, and three priests from Canada. These 
self-denying men are exemplary in their lives, zealous and indefati- 
gable in their benevolent labours, among the fruits of which may be 
reckoned the conversion and location of a great number of Indians, 
of the Cree and Salteaux, or Chippeway nations. To compensate 
this heavy onUay, the Company has hitherto derived no return, for 
the occasional sale of lands does not even de&ay the cost of the 
survey, they being in most instances bestowed gratis, though 
regularly purchased from the Indians, and the fur trade of the 
surrounding country has been long ago ruined by the Colony ; 
but under the Company's fostering care, a population of five 
thousand souls has been nurtured, and a comfortable retreat has 
been provided for such of its retired officers and servants as prefer 
spending ihe evening of life, with their native families, in this oasis 
of the desert, to returning to the countries of their nativity. I 
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oannot pass over, mtlioiit particnlar notice, the admir&ble boarding" 
scbools eetablished by the Bev. Mr. Jones, Trbere about sixty youth 
of both sexes, the intelligent and interesting offspring of the Com- 
pany's officers, are trained up in European aocomplishments, and in 
the strictest principles of religion. Nor abotild I omit mentioning 
the Indian Settlements, founded by the Bct. Mr. Gockran at the 
lower extremity of the Colony. He has provided schoolmasters for 
t^e native children, and built places of worship, where he regularly 
officiates. He has constructed a windmill for the Indians, assists 
them in erecting their wooden houses, and with his own hands sets 
them the example of industry. At the other extremity of the Co- 
lony, M. Belcoor, one of the Boman Catholic priests, with untiring 
zeal, conducts a location of Salteaox Indiana on a smaller scale. 
I wish I could add that the improvement of the aborigines is com- 
mensurate to those henefioent cares. But, unhappily, the experience 
of Canada, of the United States, of California, in short, of all parts 
of North America, where the experiment of ameliorating the cha- 
racter of the Indian tribes by civilization has been tried, is renewed 
at Bed Kiver. Nothing can overcome their insatiable desire for 
intoxicating liquors ; and though they ere here excluded &om the 
nse of spirits, and the settlers are fined when detected in supplying 
them with ale, yet, from the great extent of the Colony, they too 
often contrive to gratify that debasing inclination, to which they are 
ready to saorifice everything they possess. They feel no gratitude 
to their benefactors, or spiritual teachers ; anA, while they lose the 
haughty independence of savi^ life, they acquire at once all the 
bad qualities of the whit« man, but are slow, indeed, of imitating his 
industry and his virtues*. 

' Indian lads, educated in the Church Missionary Society's School 
at Bed River, have been sent to instruct their countrymen in various 
purts of the Company's territory. In the countries of the Columbia 



* ' Tet kiDoiig the nitiTe tribes (hen exUt muked diaiiiictioiu. The Swunpy 
Ctees, who hsie long been employed in the CoropuiT's seirice at Tork Factory and 
other pluea, adopt steady habita with tax greater fttcilit; than the proud Balteau, who 
eonteiuptaoiuly term the lettlen gardenen and diggen of the gronnd.' 
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find New CBledtmia, to the westward of the great Booky Mountain 
oh&in, the misBioiiary labonre promise considerable saooees. There 
the climate is softened by the influences of the Paoific ; food is 
abondant; the numerous natiycs do not lead the same solitary wan- 
dering lives as t^e Eastern tribes, but dwell together in villages. 
They are endowed with a greater capacity and quickness of appre- 
hension ; are more pliant and tractable in temper ; are fond of 
imitating the customs of white men ; and now receive, with eager- 
ness, t^e truths of Christianity, firom those apon whom bat a few 
years t^ they perpetrated the most barbarous murders; but the 
fever and ague, to which the country is very subject, has of late 
thinned their numbers. The Company's principal chaplain resides 
at thdr dep6t of Fort Vancouver, on die north side of the Columbia 
Eiver, where agriculture, rearing of stock, and other commercial 
operations, ore prosecuted on a great scale. The same enlightened 
body has, of late years, liberally assisted American missionariea 
employed in instruoting the dissolute maritime tribes, and in founding 
an American colony on the Willamette, a southern tributary of the 
Columbia; and has ednoe conveyed across the mountains several 
Canadian priests, who, under the authority of the Bishop at Bed 
Biver, are gone to form another British settlement on the shores of 
Fnget Sound, the nucleus of a future empire in the Far West. The 
case is widely different in the frozen regions of the North, there the 
Indian hunters are scattered through interminable forests, into which 
civilization can never penetrate. Since the coalition of the rival 
companies, however, and the dischoi^e of the noxious swarm of 
adventurers, who, encouraged by the licence of a hot opposition, 
overran and well nigh mined the country, the preoepta of morality 
and order have been instilled into the minds of the aborigines by 
many ofBcers of the Company. No stronger proof of the salutary 
effect of their injunctions can be adduced than that, while peace and 
decorum mark the general conduct of the Northern tribes, bloodshed, 
rapine, and unbridled lust are the characteristics of the fierce hordes 
of Assiniboines, Fiegans, Blackfeet, Circees, Fall and Blood Indians, 
who inhabit the pl^s between the Saskatchewan and Missoxuri, 
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and are ■without the pale of the Company's inflnence and au- 
thority. 

' It gives me sincere pleasnre to say, that a reconciliation has at 
length been effected between those lately inveterate and bloody 
enemies, the Saiilt«anx and Sioux nations. Undei the safe- 
guard of the Company's people, aided by the eetUei^, two bands of 
the latter tribe visited Red Biver during my residenoe there, in 1884 
and 1886. Presents were given and speeches were made, both to 
them and to the assembled Sanlteanx, who upon the first occasion 
were very violent, and ware only restrtuned from bloodshed by dis- 
arming and other vigorous measures ; but, upon the last occasion, 
they smoked the calumet of peace, and slept in the same apartments 
with the Sioux at the Company's head quarters. Fort Garry. The 
Sioux seemed highly gratified with the kindness and protection they 
experienced, and have on several occasions performed Mendly offices 
to the Company's couriers and others passing through their cotmtry 
to the American garrison on the river St. Peter's. They are a war- 
like equestrian race, with light sinewy firames, and eagle eyes, who 
pursue the buffalo in the boundless plains of the Mi^ouri and the 
Upper Mississippi.' — {Narrative, dto., pp. 14 — 20.) 

During the years 1888 to 1842, the United States employed a 
scientific surveying expedition of three vessels of war, on the 
western coast of America and in the Pacific Ocean, under' the 
command of an able ofiScer, Commodore Wilkes, The information 
thus obtained has been published in five large volumes, with an 
atlas*, and may be deemed official. Commodore Wilkes, like all 
Americans, under the infiuence of so-called popular principles, was 
unwilling to find errors anywhere among his fellow countrymen . 
but, with the frankness characteristic of his profession, he has not 
suppressed the vievra he entertains in conseijuence of what he 
actually saw of the proceedings and conduct of the Hudson's Bay 
Company. In several places throughout his interesting work, the 
Commodore bears high testimony to the character of the officers of 
the Company — to their humane treatment of the Indians — to their 
• Publisbed by Wiley md IMtnftm. London, 1846, 
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admirable arrangement and economy in oonduodng the fur trade — 
to the respect which they inspire for the British name, and to the 
advantE^oas colonizing stations which they formed in the Oregon 
territory. 

In pascdng throi^h this region the Commodore remarks : — ' The 
Indians of this region even now make war upon each other on the 
most trivia occasion, and for the most part to satiafy individaal 
revenge. The Hudson's Bay Company's officers possess and exert 
a most salutary in^uence, endeavouring to preserve peace at all 
hazards. It is now quite safe for a tehiie man to pats in any 
direction through the part of the country tehere their posts are; and 
in case of accident to any white settler, a war-party is at once 
organized, and the offender is hunted up. About a year previous 
to our arrival, an Indian was executed at Astoria fbr the murder of 
a white man, whom he had found asleep, killed, and stolen his 
property. 

' He was taken, tried, found guilty, and executed in the presence 
of most of the settlers. The culprit was a slave, and it was some 
time before the chief to whom he belonged would give him up. It 
was proved on the trial, and through the confession of the slave, 
that he had stolen the property and committed the murder by order 
of his master, who took all the stolen goods. The master made 
■ his escape when he found his agency had been discovered ; and I 
understood that he kept himself aloof from all the Company's posts, 
until the matter should be forgotten.' — (Vol. iv., p. 323.) 

The Eev. G. Bamley, one of the Wesleyan Ministers in the 
Hudson's Bay Company's territories, in a letter to the Weedeyan 
Committee, dated Moose Factory, Bupert's Land, 24th August, 1848, 
thus speaks of the treatment of the Indians by the Company: — 
' The Company appears to regard, as far and perhaps further than 
could be expected, the welfare of the Indians, who are completely 
dependent on them. The introduction of firearms has caused the 
natives to lose that skill with the bow and arrow which charac- 
terises the Indian of the plains, so that, without constant supphes 
of ammunition, they would be unable to procure sufficient food to 
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sustain life. In former times, when tradere opposed to eftch other 
were competiiig for their fora, the Indians were more independent ; 
but as they were passionately fond of mm, of course they wished to 
procure it in exchange ; and if one party of tradere had revised to 
Bnpply them with it, all the trade would at once have been thrown 
into the hands of the other : and the Indians would not have heen 
benefited, hut greatly injured. It is grati^ring to know, that in oo 
case through the territory is liquor sold to them ; it is more so, to 
find that the system of giving it is being gradually disooattnued, and 
that dry goods are furnished instead of the fire-water.' — ( Wesleyan 
Missionary Notices, February 1841, p. 448.) 

In the Bev. J. SmithnrBt'a Report to the Church Missionary 
Society, for 1846, on the Indians in North-West America, he says : 
' I by no means think that hunting h^ a demoralizing effect upon 
the Indians, if they ate not supplied with rum to take out with 
ihem. I would much rather that they should be away hunting, 
than employed among the European and half-bred settlers, where 
they would be exposed to the temptations of beer, rum, &c,' 

The kind treatment of the Indians by the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, as stated by Commodore Wilkes and Mr, Greenhow, is con- 
firmed by the Bishop of Montreal, who says, in his Journal ; — 
' Acts of violence committed upon the persons of the factors or 
Uaders of the Company must, I apprehend, be of exceedingly rare 
oocurrence. As far as I had opportunities of knowing, the general 
system pursued at the Forts, with reference to the treatment of the 
people employed, is such as to gain their attachment. And the 
Indian hangers-on, in seasons of want, draw largely upon the charity 
of these establishments. Kindness, united with firmness and deci- 
sion, appears to be the secret of governing mankind throughout the 
world, ill as it is understood in too large a portion of it.' — (Pp. 123, 
124.) 

The reader will now be prepared to estimate at its true value the 
assertion that ' the present appalling condition of the native popu- 
lation, their ignorance, their barbarism, and the sufi'erings and 
crimes consequent thereon, are aecribable to the present system of 
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miBgoTenunent ;' that ' the lives of the unoffending native race, are 
being virtoally saori&oed year by yeai to the seMsh and iniquitous 
object of drawing the great«Bt possible revenue from the country;' 
and that b; the proceedinge of the Company the natives aie ' ex- 
posed yearly to all the horrors of famine, and the attendant crimea 
of murder and cannibalism*.' In no other part of the continent of 
Kortb America bays the Indians been conserved so well as in the 
Hudson's Bay Company's territories ; indeed, they have been almost 
extirpated in Canada, and in the United States ; and it is probable 
that in a few years they will be utterly destroyed or expelled £K>m 
the regions south of the 49" parallel of latitude. 

The general and minute testimony given by the Bishop of Mon- 
treal, the British Ministers of the Gospel, by the Bev, S. Parker, 
Commodore Wilkes, and Mr. Greenhow, three American gentlemen, 
whose favourable evidence cannot be invalidated, is ample proof of 
the treatment of the Indians by the Hudson's Bay Company. The 
schools, and the attention given to religious instruction, are but the 
commencement of a system which requires years of the most judi- 
cious management to establish and extend. Any person who has 
Been savages in America, Africa, Asia, or Australia, know how dif- 
ficult, nay almost impossible, it is to impart to them even the first 
rudiments of civilization, — to induce them to derive their subsistence 
fjrom the cultivation of ^e soil, — to eradicate the fear^l vices, 
crimes, and false principles of unreclaimed man. The Austrtdian 
savage perishes by European contact, like snow beneath the 
summer sun: even the care and principles of William Fenn failed 
for the preservation of the Indians ; and Sir George Simpson, the 
Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company's territories in America, 
feelingly deplores the hopelessness of civilizing the Indian popu- 
lation. 
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CHRISTIAN CONDUCT AND BENEFICENT POLICY 
OF THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY. 



It is difficult to enter into details on this branch of the sabject ; 
conclusions must be drawn from general facts, and allowances 
made for the nature of the country, its position, climate, products, 
the character of the inhabitants, and the means required for their 
improvement. 

After a carefal examination of all circumstances, there can be 
no hesitation in saying, that the Hudson's Bay Company hare 
well fulfilled the objects for which their Charter was granted in 
1670. Without any aid &om the Crown — without any drain 
upon the national exchequer,— opposed by American and even 
English rivalry, —subject to plunder and devastation by the fleets 
and forces of the French and Russian Oovemments, — stru^lin^ 
against an inclement climate, in a sterile soil, — shut out from 
maritime communication with England, except for a few months 
in the year, — and amidst hosts of wild, warlike, treacherous, and 
mere hunting savages, the Hudson's Bay Company have acquired 
and maintained for England, by a sagacious and prudent policy, 
by honourable, and, above all, by Christian conduct, that portion 
of the North American conUnent which lies between the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans, north of the 49th degree of latitude, extending 
over more than three million square miles — (3,060,000.) 

But for the Hudson's Bay Company England, wonld probably 
have been shut out from the Pacific, for, on the 5th of April, 
1814, a convention was signed between the United States and 
Russia, (to whioh England was no party,) making the 54th paral- 
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lel the boundary of their respective dominions. The settlements 
of the Hudson's Bay Company on the Colamhia Siver and in the 
Oregon r^on defeated this project. 

The American geographer and libraiian to the United States' 
GoTernment, Mr. Greenhow, who ably vindicates the rights and 
claims of his own country, who is by no means favourably disposed 
to any claims of England on the continent of America, and who, 
as an American, is little inclined to approve of the conduct of an 
Association whose interests he naturally considers opposed to 
those of his own countrymen, thns candidly expresses hie views in 
1844, when referring to- the disputed territory of the Or^on, 
Columbia lUver, Vancouver's Island, &c, : — 

' The British Ministers could have no counsellors better qua- 
lified to advise, or whose interests were more completely identified 
with those of the Government, than the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, who, representing in all respects the interests of Great 
Britain in Korth-West America, has indeed become a powerfiil 
body. The field of its operations was more than doubled by its 
union with the Korth-West Company, and by the licence to trade, 
in exclusion of all other British subjects, in the countries west of 
the Bocky Mountains, where the fur-bearing animals are more 
«bnndant than in any other part of the world ; while the extension 
of the jurisdiction of the Canada courts over the whole division 
of the continent, to which its charters apply, and the appointment 
of its own agents as magistrates in those re^ons, gave all that 
could have been desired for the enforcement of its regulations. 
The arrangement made with the Rusuan-American Company, 
through the intervention of the two Governments, secured to the 
Hudson's Bay Company the most advantageous limits in the 
north-west ; and the position assumed by Great Britain, in the 
discnssions with the United States respecting Oregon, were cal- 
culated to increase the confidence of the body in the strength of 
its tenure of that country, and to enconn^e greater efforts on its 
part to assure that tenure. 

' The licence granted to the Hudson's Bay Company in 1821, 
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expired in 1842, but another had been previously conceded, also 
for twenty-one years, containing some new and important pro- 
Tisions. Thus, the Company was bound, under heavy penalties, 
to enforce the due execution of all criminal processes by the 
officers and other persons, legally empowered in all its territo- 
ries ; and to make and submit to the Government such rules and 
regulations for the management of the trade with the Indians as 
should be efiectual to prevent the sale and distribution of spi- 
rituous liquors among them, and to promote their moral and 
religious improvement. It is, moreover, declared in the grant, 
that nothing therein contained should authorise the Company to 
claim the right o( trade in any part of America, to the prejudice 
or exclusion of the people of ' any foreign states^ who may be 
entitled to trade there, in virtue of conventions between such 
states and Great Britain ; and the Government reserves to itself 
the right to establish within the territories included in the grant 
any colony or province, to annex any part of those territories to 
any existing colony or province, and to apply to such portion any 
form of civil government which might be deemed proper. Whe- 
ther this last provision was introduced with some special and 
immediate object, or with a view to future contingencies, no 
means have as yet been afforded for determining. It is, how- 
ever, certain that the British Government insisted strongly on 
retaining the above-mentioned privileges; and it is most pro- 
bable, the Red River* and the Columbia countries were in view at 
the time, as the remainder of the territory, included in the grant 
and not possessed by the Company in virtue of the Charter of 
1669, is of little value in any way. In addition to the assistance 
and protection thus received from the British Government, the 
constitution of the Hudson's Bay Company is sach as to secure 
the utmost degree of knowledge and pradence in its councils, and 
of readiness and exactness in the execution of its orders. Its 
affairs are superintended by a Governor, a Deputy Governor, 
and a Committee of Directors established at London, by whom 
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all general orders and regnlationa are devised and issued, and all 
reports and accoante are examined and controlled. The pro- 
ceedings of this body are enveloped in profound secrecy, and the 
commanicationa made to the Government in writing, which are 
likely to be published, are expressed in terms of studied caution, 
and afford only the details absolutely required. 

' The trade in America is especially directed by a resident 
Governor, who occasionally visits and inspects all the principal 
posts ; — under him, els officers, are chief factors, chief traders, 
and clerks, for the most part natives of North Britain, and an 
army of regular servants, employed as hunters, traders, voyagenrs, 
&c., nearly all of them Canadians, or half-breeds. The number 
of all these persons is small, when compared with the duties they 
have to perform ; but the manner in which they are admitted 
into the service, and the training to which they are subjected, are 
such as to render their efficiency and their devotion to the gene- 
ral interests as great as possible. The strictest discipline, regu- 
larity, and economy, are enforced in every part of the Company's 
territories; and the magistrates appointed under the Act of 
Parliament for the preservation of tranquillity, are seldom called 
to exercise their functions, except in the settlement of trifling 
disputes. 

* In the treatment of the aborigines of the countries under its 
control, the Hudson's Bay Company appear to have admirably 
reconciled policy with humanity. The prohibition to supply 
those people with ardent spirits, appears to be rigidly enforced. 
Schools for the instruction of the native children are established . 
at all the principal trading posts, each of which also contains a 
hospital for sick Indians, and offers employment for those who 
are disposed to work, whilst hunting cannot be carried on. 
Missionaries of various sects are encouraged to endeavour to 
convert them to Christianity, and to induce them to adopt the 
usages of civilized life, so far as may be consistent with the nature 
of the labours required for their support ; and attempts are made, 
at great expense, to collect the Indians in villages, on tracts 
where the climate and soil are most favoarable for agriculture. 
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Particalar care is extended to tbe edueation of the lialf-breed 
cbildren, the oSspring of the marriage or concubinage of the 
traders with the Indian women, who are retained and bred as 
far as possible among the white people, and are employed, when- 
erer they are fonnd capable, in the service of the Company. As 
there are few or no white women in those territories, except in 
the Red River settlements, it may be readily seen that the half- 
breeds mast iu a short time form a large and important portion 
of the n&tive population. 

' The conduct of the Hudson's Bay Company in these respects 
ia certainly worthy of commendation. It is, however, to be 
obserred, that of the whole territory placed ander the authority of 
that body, only a few small portaons are capable of being rendered 
productive by agricnlture. From the remainder nothing of 
value can be obtained, excepting &rs, and those articles can be 
procured in greater quantities, and at less cost, by the labour of 
the Indians, than by any other meanB. There is consequentiy no 
object in expelling or destroying the native population, which 
can never be dangerous from its numbers, while, on the contrary, 
there is a direct and evident motive and interest for preserving 
and conciliating them, and the British certainly employ the best 
methods to attmn those ends. By the system above described, 
the natural shyness and distrust of the savages have been in a 
great measure removed ; the ties which bound together the 
members of the various tribes have been loosened, and extensive 
combinations for any purpose have become impossible. 

' The dependence of the Indians upon the Company is, at the 
same time, rendered entire and absolute ; for, having abandoned 
the use of all their former arms, hunting and fishing implements, 
and clothes, they can no longer subsist without the guns, ammu- 
nition, fish-hooks, blankets, and other similar articles which they 
receive only from the British traders. The position of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company towards the North American Indians is thus 
wholly different from that held by the East India Company with 
respect to the Chinese ; the motives for prohibiting the introduc- 
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tion of spirits among tlie former people being as strong on the one 
part, as those for favouring the consumption of opium among the 
latter people are on the other. The couree observed by the 
Hudson's Bay Company towards American citizens in the terri- 
tory west of the Rocky Mountains, has been equally unexception- 
able and yet equally politic. All the missionaries and emigrants 
from the United States, and, indeed, all strangers from whatever 
conntnes they might come, were received at the establishments 
of the Company on the Columbia with the utmost kindness and 
hospitality, and they were aided in the prosecution of their objects, 
BO far and so long as those objects were not commercial. Bat no 
sooner did any one, unconnected with the Company, attempt to 
hunt, or to trap, or to trade with the natives, than all the force of 
the body was immediately directed towards him. There is no 
evidence, or well-founded suspicion, that the Hudson's Bay 
agents have ever resorted, directly or iudirectly, to violence, in 
order to defeat the efforts of such rivals. And, indeed, those 
means would have been superfluous, whilst the Company enjoys 
such great advantages in its organization, its wealth, and the 
minute knowledge of the country, and infiuence over the natives, 
possessed by its Events. Wherever an American trading post 
has been established, or an American party has been engaged in 
trade on the Columbia, there appeared a Hudson's Bay agent at 
the head of a number of hunters, or with a large stock of mer- 
chandise, or a large amount of specie in hand, which were offered 
for skins on terms much more favourable to the Indians than 
those possessed by the citizens of the United States ; and the 
latter, in consequence, finding their labours vain, were soon 
obliged to retire from the field. Even without employing such 
extraordinary and expensive means, the British traders, receiving 
their goods in the Columbia by sea from London, free from duty, 
can always undersell the Americans, who must transport their 
merchandise two thousand miles over land, from the frontiers of 
the United States, where the articles best adapted for the trade 
have previously been subjected to an import duty. In pursuance 
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of the sKine system, the Company endeavours, and generally with 
success, to prevent the vessels of the United States from obtaining 
cargoes on the north-west coasts of America, though the mariners 
of all nations, when thrown upon the coasts by shipwreck, or by 
other misfortunes, have uniformly received shelter and protection 
at its posts and factories. The furs and skins, which have hitherto 
■ formed almost the whole returns from the territories of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, are collected from the diSereut posts, in 
part by regularly employed hunters and trappers, but chiefly by 
trade with the Indians of the surrounding country ; and they are 
nearly all shipped for London in the Company's vessels at Mon- 
treal, or York, or Moose Factories on Hudson's Bay, or Fort 
Vancouver on the Columbia ; the goods for trade, and the supply 
of the posts being received the same way.' — (Pp. 393 — 397, 
History of Oregon and California, published by Murray, London. 
1844.) 

The grounds on which the exclusive licence of trade was 
granted in 1838, are stated by the Board of Trade (letter, 2nd 
June, 1837) to be on account of the liberal and enlightened policy 
which has generally distinguished the Hudson's Bay Company ; 
and the 'peculiar nature of the fur trade seems to justify, and 
even to recommend, the adoption of the principle of conferring 
exclusive privileges upon a great body engaged in it, however 
objectionable such a principle appears with reference to commer- 
cial affairs generally.' — (Letter from Mr. (now Sir) Denis Le 
Marchant, Bart., to the Colonial Secretary, Parliamentary Papers, 
547, of 8th of Angost, 1842.) 

The present Governor- General of Canada, Lord Elgin, one of 
the most npright and able servants of the Crown, and whose 
judgment is of the highest order, thus expresses himself in a reply 
to the inquiries of the Secretary of State for the Colonies : — ' / am 
bound to state that the result of the inquiries I have made is highly 
favourable to the Company, and has left on my mind the impression 
Ikat the authority which ihey exercise over the vast and inhospitable 
region subject to their jurisdiction is, on the whole, very advan- 
tageous to the Indians' 



Digitized by G(Xlg[e 



118 

The Bishop of Montreal, on hb visit to the Red 'Bivet setUe- 
ment in 1844, eays, that the arrangemeote for his doing so were 
all made for him * in the most excellent manner, and with the 
most careful attention, by direction of Sir G. Simpson, the Go- 
vernor of the Hudson's Bay territories.' The Bishop speaks of 
' the kindness and attention lehich he everywhere experienced at the 
hands of the Hudson's Bay Company's servants' At page 166 of 
his Journal, says, ' It is the rule of the Company's posts that the 
factor or trader in charge, where there is no clergyman, should 
read the chnrch service on Sundays to the persons who can he 
gathered to hear it : — the Company have forwarded the erection 
of churches at Red River.' And at page 164 his Lordship 
remarks — ' If I may judge from the kindness shown personally 
to myself, the &cilit!es given to my operations, and the respect 
paid to my office by all the gentlemen representing the Com- 
pany's interest with whom I had to do, that body must be pre- 
sumed well affected to the cause ; and that its several proceedings 
are conducted on a liberal scale, I have some occasion to notice.* 
— (P. 164.) The worthy Bishop wishes to have a Bishop ap- 
pointed for Rupert's Land, as he considers that ' all the virtue 
of the Gospel is centered in the Episcopate.' — (Journal, p. 169.) 
The Hudson's Bay Company are, however, adopting the more 
prudent course of assisting the education of the people on 
religious principles. The late Mr. Leith, who was a resident 
factor of the Company, has bequeathed £.10,000 toward the 
propagation of the Gospel in the scene of his former pursuits and 
occupations. 

A branch of the ' Church Missionary Society ' was established 
at Red BJver settlement in 1822, under the Rev. Mr. West, who 
was appointed Chaplain to the Company. In 1824, the Rev. 
Mr. Jones was appointed Chaplain to the Company, and the 
Bbhop of Montreal says, ' he met with much countenance and 
support from the authorities of the Hudson's Bay Company,' who, 
in 1834, ' €/ave a munificent grant' towards tlie construction of 
another Protestant Church. — {Journal, pp. 194, 218.) ' The 
building was opened for Divine Service on the 26th of Novem- 
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ber, 1834. It is capable of accommodating, comfortably, 700 
people, and 1000 might find room without being over-crowded, 

' Pive day-schools, containiDg about 400 children, had been 
established ; besides two seminaries, affording board, lodging, 
and education, to twenty-five yoang ladies, and thirty young 
gentlemen, children of the gentlemen engaged in the service of 
the Hudson's Bay Company. These were under the care and 
superintendence of Mr. and Mrs. Jones, assisted by a tutor and 
governess from England. At the different Sunday-schools, also, 
nearly 300 received religious instruction. Moreover, the orderly 
demeanour, moral conduct, and religious habits of all classes, 
were, for the most part eatis&ctory and cheering.' — (Pp. 218.) 

' In 1839,' says the Bishop, ' the Committee had the satisfac- 
tion to find that the Hudson's Bay Company more disposed to 
countenance and promote the formation of a Missionary station 
at Cumberland House, one of their posts, about 500 miles from 
the Red River.' The following shows the present state of the 
Church of England Mission in Rupert's Land. In !N^orth 
America, as also in our other Colonial possessions, this invaluable 
auxiliary of the Parent Church of England has been of eminent 
service to Christianity. 

1846-7 and 1847-8. 

Church Missionary Stations I... 6 5 

Communicants 530 535 

Attendants on Public Worship 1800 1800 

Schools 9 17 

Boys la 

Girls le 

Sexes not mentioned 19 
, Youths and adults ... 79j 



Scholars- 



Commodore Wilkes, speaking of Fort Vancouver on the 
Columbia River, says, ' There are extensive kitchens and apart- 
ments for the half-breed and Indian children that the Company 
have taken to bring up and educate. Of these there are now 
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twenty-three boys and fifteen girls, who claim the particular 
attend >n of Dr. M'Laaghlin and Mrs. Douglas, A teacher ia 
employed for the boys, who superintends them not only in 
school, but in the field and garden. During my stay, an exa- 
mination took place, and although the pupils did not prove very 
expert at their reading and writing, yet we had sufficient eri- 
dence that they h^ made some improvement, and were in a fair 
way to acquire the rudiments. Some allowftn<-e was to be made 
for the hoys, who had been constantly in the field under their 
teacher for a few months past Dr. M'Laughlin estimated the 
labour of four of these small boys as equal to that of a man. 
It was an interesting sight to see these poor little cast-away 
fellows, of all shades v( colour, from the pure Indian to that of 
the white, thus snatched away from the vices and idleness of the 
savage. They all speak both English and French; they are 
also instructed in religious exercises, in which I thought they 
appeared more proficient than in their other studies. These they 
are instructed in on Sunday, on which day they attend Divine wor- 
ship twice. They were a ruddy set of boys, and when at work had a 
busy appearance ; they had planted and raised six hundred bushels 
ofpotatoes, and, from what Dr. M'Xiaughlin said to me, fully main- 
tain themselves. The girls are equally well cared for, and taught 
by a female, with whom theylive and work.' — (Vol. iv,, p. 330.) 
In another passage the Commodore says, ' I was introduced to 
several of the Missionaries ; Mr. and Mrs. Smith, of the Ame- 
rican Board of Missions ; Mr. and Mrs. Griffith, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Clarke, of the Self-Supporting Mission ; Mr. Waller of 
the Methodist, and two others. They, for the most part, make 
Vancouver their home, where they are kindly received and well 
entertained at no expense to themselves. The liberality and 
freedom from sectarian principles of Dr. M'Laughlin, may he 
estimated from his being thus hospitable to Missionaries of so 
many Protestant denominations, although he is a professed 
Catholic, and has a priest of the same faith officiating daily at 
the chapel. Religious toleration is allowed in its fullest extent. 



Digitized by G(Xlg[e 



121 

The dining hall is given up on Snnday to the use of the ritusl of 
the Anglican church, and Mr. Doaglass or a missiooar; reads 
the service. 

* An opinion has gone abroad, I do not know how, that at 
this post there is a total disregard of morality and religion, and 
that vice predominates. As far as my observations went, I feel 
myself obliged to state, that everything seems to prove the con- 
trary, and to bear testimony that the officers of the Company are 
exerting themselves to check viee, and encourage morality and re- 
ligion, in a very marked manner ; and that I sate no instance in 
which vice was tolerated in any degree. I have, indeed, reason to 
believe, from the discipline and the example of the superiors, that 
the whole establishment is a pattern of good order and correct 
deportment. 

' This remark not only extends to this eBtahliBbment, but as 
iar as our opportunities went (and all bnt two of the posts were 
visited), the satne good order prevails throughout the country. 
Wherever the operations of the Company extend, they have opened 
the way to future emigration, provided the means necessary for 
the success of emigrants, and rendered its peaceful occupation an 
easy and cheap task'— (Vol. iv., pp. 331, 332.) 

These statements are a complete answer to the allegation, that 
the Company are ' opposed to the spread of information among 
the native population,' that the ' considerations of humanity and 
religion are overlooked,' and that ' they trample down Christi- 
anity and benevolence'*. 

These allegations are unsustained by the slightest evidence, 
whereas their refutation is from unbiassed and high testimony ; 
by a Bishop of the Church of England, by three American gentle- 
men, a Minister of the Gospel, a Commodore of the American 
navy, and an official of the United States Government, and their 
testimony might be sustained by officers in the British army and 
navy, who have visited and examined recently some of the Hud- 
son's Say Company's settlements. 

* Memorial to the Secrelar; ot SmIc for the Coloaies, b; A. K. Isbeater. 1848. 
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But as tbe sabject is of the highest importance, and a neglect 
of religioae dnties and moral obserrances would justly subject 
any association to the condemnation of the people of England, 
and require Her Majesty's Government to deny an exten- 
sion of authority to those who violate the laws of God which 
hare been revealed to man for his temporal as well as for bis 
spiritual good — I have been induced to inquire what has 
been done by the Hudson's Bay Company in support of that 
excellent institution, the ' Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 
Society,' whose efforts for the conversion of the heathen, in 
various parts of the globe, are deserving of cordial encourage- 
ment. Dr. Alder, one of the general Secretaries of the Society, 
has kindly furnished me with all the Missionary Reports on the 
subject. He was in North America last year, and informs me 
that the Mission has received the valuable ud of the Hudson's 
Bay Company at home, and of Sir G. Simpson and their chief 
factors and traders abroad. The Missionaries are supphed with 
provisions by the Company ; they are conveyed, free of chaise, 
from station to station by the Company ; at Ross Ville, near Nor- 
way House, the principal station of the Mission, the Company 
have built for the Wesleyans a church, school-house, &c. In 
1839, the Hudson's Bay Company ' invited and encouraged the 
Wesleyan Society to extend their Missions to the territories of 
the Company, and to certun districts of country beyond tbe limits 
of those territories, with a view to the moral and religious instruc- 
tion of the numerous tribes of the aborigines, and to their civili- 
zation, and the general amelioration of their condition. To an 
application, alike honourable to the Christian benevolence of the 
Company and to the character of the Wesleyan Society, the com- 
mittee promptly attended ; and five Missionaries and one Indian 
Assistant Missionary are now actually employed in this sacred 
service. From the following brief description of the stations 
which these evangelical labourers severally occupy, some idea 
may be formed of the extent of the country, the character of the 
population, and the arduous nature of those duties which our 
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beloyed brethren connected with this new and intereating Mission 
are called upon to perform. 

' 1. Moose Factory is about 700 miles from the city of Mon- 
treal, in Lower Canada, and ie the Company's principal dep&t on 
the soathern shores of Hudson's Bay. Connected with this 
establishment, there are numerous stations to which the Mis- 
sionary will have to pay periodical visits ; some of which are at a 
distance from the Fort, varying from one hnndred to two 
hundred and fifly miles. The Indians, in this district of country, 
are principally of the Swampy Cree tribe, with a few Esquimaux 
at an establishment called Big Blver, which is about two hundred 
and fifty miles to the north-east of Rupert's Hirer. 

' 2. Michipicoten is the principal Factory belonging to the 
Company on the shores of Lake Superior ; within and around 
which, and the different eatabliehmente in that extensive range of 
country, there is a considerable population of Europeans and half 
castes, as well as of native Indians, who are chiefly of the Ojib-e- 
way or Salteaux Indians. 

' 3. Lac la Pluie ie a trading post of the Company, situated 
near the height of land which divides the waters felling into the 
St. Lawrence from those that fall into Hudson's Bay, and is 
distant fr^m Montreal about one thousand three hundred miles. 
Tbe neighbourhood of this place is a great rendezvous for 
Indians from the surrounding country, during the summer, as the 
means of living on flsh and rice are very abundant, bo that, 
including the inmates of the establishment, the Missionary will be 
in communication at that place, during an important period of tbe 
year, with, at least, one thousand adults ; in addition to which he 
will, at stated seasons, visit other dep6t3 belcn^ng to the Com- 
pany, for the purpose of instructing the mixed populatioii residing 
at the stations. 

' 4. Fort Alexander is formed at the outlet of the River 
Winipeg, and is distant from Montreal one thousand five hundred 
miles. It is much frequented by the Indians, who, as well as 
those that visit Lac la Fluie, belong to the Ojibeway or Salteaux 
tribes. 
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'5. EdmontOQ is an eatabliahmeDt on the Sackatchevan 
River, whicli has its source on the Bocky Mountaine, and disem- 
bogues itself by Kelson River into Hadson's Bay. It is distant 
from Montreal two thousand eight hundred miles. The Mis- 
sionary Trill extend his labours from thence to the Athabasca River, 
which also has its origin on the Rocky Mountains. The esta- 
blishments in that remote district are frequented by the bold and 
daring prairie or plain tribes of Indians, inclading the Asuni- 
boines, the Peiagans, the Sarcees, and the Blood Indians. The 
Thickwood Crees and Assiniboines amonnt, with the whites and 
mixed popnlation attached to the station, to between fifteen and 
twenty thousand souls. 

' 6. Norway House, one of the principal depots belonging to 
the Company, is situated at the northern end of liske Winipeg, 
and is distant from Montreal two thousand miles. There is an 
Indian village connected with this place, the inhabitants of which 
derive great advantages from the proximity of the Company's 
establishment, where the Indians, who are a part of the 8wampy 
Cree tribe, find permanent employment as fishermen, boatmen, 
and labourers. As Norway House is a central point, it is intended 
that it shall he the residence of the General Superintendent of 
these Missions, who will be able from thence to communicate 
with, and to visit, the other stations with greater iacility than 
from any other part of the territory. 

' Such is the wide field of Missionary labour which has been 
providentially opened to our Society, and to which the following 
communications relate. It will be seen that the Mtmonaries have 
experienced a most cordial reception from, the officers in charge at 
the different establishments which they have visited ; a circumstance 
which is, under God, chiefly to be ascribed to the kind and pow- 
erful recommendations in their behalf which have been forwarded 
by Governor Simpson, to whom the Society is placed under deep 
obligations. As that gentleman expects shorUy to return to the 
territories, the Committee anticipate much advantage to the 
Missions from bis presence and co-operation with the Missionaries 
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in their endcarours to promote a work io which he hts manifested 
so deep an interest. 

' We are indebted to the kindness and courtesy of Governor 
Simpson, and of the Governor and Committee of the Honourable 
Company, for permission to publish the following extracts from 
ofilciBl communications received at the Hudson's Bay House; 
from which it will be seen that the arrival of the Missionaries has 
diffused general satis&ction throughout the Company's territories. 

Extract of a Dbpatch from Chief Factor Duncan Finlayson, to 
the Governor and Committee of the Honourable the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, dated Norway House, June 24th, 
1840. 
' We are exceedingly glad to find that an arrangement, pro- 
mising 80 many blessings to the native population, has been 
effected with the Wesleyan Missionary Society. This is another 
instance, among many, of your Honours' bounty and liberality 
towards increasing the means of diffusing Christian knowledge 
among the natives of thb country, and we trust your repeated 
endeavours for their temporal and spiritual improvement will be 
appreciated by them, and attended with all the advantages which 
you so earnestly desire. The field for Alissionaries in this 
country is wide ; and if they perform their duties with patience 
and piety, as faithful ministers of the Gospel, they will have the 
satisfaction of seeing their labours crowned with success. They 
shall have our protection, and every personal kindness and at- 
tention in our power ; in short, we shall attend to their wants, 
and afford them every facility and assistance to extend their sphere 
of usefulness, and to promote the great work they have taken 
in hand,' 

Extract of a letter from Chief Factor Joseph Beioley, to Go- 
vernor Simpson, dated Moose Factory, June 27th, 1840. 
' The Rev. Mr. Barnley, Wesleyan Missionary, arrived here 
via Abitibbi, on the 3rd instant; and as comfortable accommo- 
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datioD as possible in the Factory has been afforded to him, with 
a seat at the mess table, &c. Divine service has been performed 
r^nlarly, and well attended, twice a day upon Sundays since his 
arrival. A school has been established, which is attended five 
days a week for a short time in the forenoon, by sundry of the 
young people of both sexes ; and the Indians, male and female, 
receive, through the medium of interpreters, instructions on 
discourses from the reverend gentleman iive days a week for a 
short time in the aflemoon of each day. An hour in the evening 
of Sunday, namely, from six to seven o'clock, is also devoted to 
the instruction of the Indians ; and in every instance there exists 
the utmost willingness to hear and understand, on the part of all 
the population of the island, whether residents or casual visitors, 
and whether Europeans and their descendants, or the pure 
native Indians.' 

' The erection of a chapel shall be commenced as soon as 
practicable with the limited means at my command; but the 
erection of certain other buildings, which were contemplated last 
season, and for which I had got collected, Ic^s, &c. during the 
winter and spring, must now be deferred. I presome that a 
building capable of accommodating about a hundred persons 
with sitting room, will be sufficiently large in the present state of 
this part of the world.' 

"Extract from the Minutes of a Council, held atlforway House, 
Northern Department, Kupert's Land, commencing June 
18th, and ending June 24th, 1840. 
* In order to ^ve full effect to the laudable and benevolent 
views of the Governor and Committee, towards the diffusion 
of Christianity and civilization among the natives of this 
country, it is — 
' Resolved 73, 
' That three missions be established in the northern depart* 
ment this season, say, one at Norway House, under the charge 
of the Rev. Mr. Evans ; one at Lac la Pluie, under the chai^ 
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of the Her. Mr. Mason; and one at Edmonton, under the 
charge of the Bar. Mr. Bundle ; that every facility be afforded 
them for successfully conducting their spiritual laboars; and that 
a copy of the 9tli paragraph of the Governor and Committee's 
dispatch of March 4tb, 1840, on this subject, be forwarded to 
each of the gentlemen in charge of the above districts, for the 
purpose of giving fall effect to their Honours' instructions.' — 
{Notices for February 1841, p. 437—440). 

The following is an extract &om the Report of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Missionary Society for 1840. — (Pp. 1 10 — 
112.) 
' A new and extensive field of labour and usefalness has, 
duringtbe past year, been opened to this Society in that part of the 
north-western section of America, which constitutes the territory 
of the Honourable the Hudson's Bay Company. la addition to 
the European and half-caste population residing at the numerous 
forts and stations belonging to the Company in those immense 
r^ions, there is, in the southern department of the territory, an 
Indian population amounting to upwards of ten thousand soals. 
In the northern department, extending in a northerly and south- 
erly direction from the height of land which divides the waters 
that flow into Lake Superior and the St. Lawrence, from those 
that fall into the tributaries of the Mississippi Missonrie, to the 
high land that divides the waters which iall into the Polar Sea, 
from those that flow into Hudson's Bay — and in a westerly 
direction from Hudson's Bay to the Rocky Mountains, — there is 
an Indian population of one hundred thousand souls. To these 
long-neglected children of the Far North and West, our way is 
now open in consequence of arrangements into which the Com< 
mittee have entered with the Governor and Committee of the 
Hudson's Bay Company ; and thirty missionaries might at once 
be employed amongst them in guiding their feet into the way of 
peace. 
' Five stations will be immediately occupied at Michipicoton, 
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Moose Fort, Norway Honee, Lac la Floie, and Bocky Mountain 
House ; and should it please the God of all Grace to eniile upon 
this new undertaking, the day cannot be far distant when the 
Gospel will be preached by the Missionaries of this Society across 
the entire continent of North America, from the shores of New- 
foundland and Nova Scotia, to those of the Pacific Ocean. The 
Committee have beeo encouraged to embark in this holy enter- 
prise, eren in the present embarrassed state of their funds, in 
consequence of the liberal offers of assistance which were made to 
them by the Hudsort's Bay Company. Such is the desire felt by 
that distinguished body, for the propagation of Scriptural truth 
amongst their agents and servants, as well as the Indian tribes 
within their territories, that, while they have discouraged the 
attempts which have been recently made by the agents of the 
Papacy to extend their operations, they have agreed to provide 
for the Missionaries which this Committee have sent, or may 
hereafter appoint, whether married or single, board and lodging, 
interpreters, servants, and the means of conveyance from place to 
place, free of all expense to- the Society. In addition to this, the 
Governor and Committee have spontaneously contributed one hun- 
dred pounds towards the amount of passage-money paid for the 
three Missionaries, (the Rev. Messrs. Barnley, W. Mason, and 
Bundle,) who sailed ftom Liverpool for New York, in March 
last, on their way to the Company's territories, where they are 
t» be joined by an experienced and Buccessfnl labourer in the 
work of Indian evangelization, the Rev. James Evans. The 
Committee gladly avail themselves of this opportunity of ex- 
pressing their deep sense of obligation to the Governor and Com- 
mittee of the Honourable Company in general, and especially to 
Gsorge Simpson, Esq., Governor-in-Chief of their territories, 
and to Captain Drew, R. N., for the lively interest which they 
have taken in all the arrangements connected with this under- 
taking, and for the valuable assistance which they have rendered 
to the Society.' In January 1841, the Wesleyan Society report 
that ' the Missionaries, on their arrival, were received with great 
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cordiality and kindness by the officers in charge at the different 
eatablishmentB to which they have been appointed.' 

All the subsequent Reports of the Wesleyan Society express a 
grateful sense of the efforts of the Hudson's Bay Co-npany to 
promote their Christian object. 

The Rev. P. Jacobs, in a commnnication from Lac la Plnie, 
to the Wesleyan Society, of 25th August, 1840, says,' the gentle- 
men of the Honourable Hudson's Bay Company are very kind and 
good to OS. I have prayers with these good people every ev^ing.' 

The Rev. James Evans, iu a letter, dated Norway House, 
Hudson's Bay, 7th July, 1842, after describing thevfide extent of 
region he had visited in his missionary tour, says, ' I should be 
remiBS in neglecting to acknowledge, which I do with unfeigned 
gratitude and pleasure, the kindness I have invariably received 
from the officers of the Honourable Hudson's Bay Company in 
the several posts which I visited, and the direct assistance 
aflfbrded me in every instance, as well as the facilities which I 
almost everywhere experienced, in communicating the instructions 
of Christianity to the servants of the Honourable Company, and 
to the natives.' — ( Wesleyan Missionary Notices, Oct. 1842, p. 167.) 

A native Indian Missionary adverting to the state of religion 
among the Indians, when addressing the Annual Meeting of the 
Wesleyan Society in London, in May, 1 843, said : ' We met with 
the Governor of the Honourable Hudson's Bay Company, and 
he gave us all the encouragement he could to go into his territory, 
assuring us that he would supply us with any little articles of 
which we were in need. We mended up the old canoe again, 
and went to Fort William, where we were very kindly received 
by all the officers of the Company.' — (Wesleyan Missionary 
Notices, June and July 1843, p. 320.) 

In various places the Wesleyan Society and their Ministers 
refer to the ' direct sanction and valuable pecuniary aid awarded 
to it by the Hudson's Bay Company, and anticipate much advan- 
tage from the presence and co-operation of Sir George Simpson 
(the Governor of the Hudson's Company's territories) in the great 
work of Christian charity.' 
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In the Wealeyan Mmionary Report for 1843, referring to 
their station at Fort Edmonton, the Society remark : ' Mr, 
Rundle'e sitnation is one particularly trying ; the people aroand 
bim are chiefly Roman Catholics ; and the priest from Bed 
Rirer bae tbis summer visited extensiYely both the Company's 
posts and the Indians, and I Jbar thrown many obstacles in bis 
way. Mr. Harriot, the gentleman in chaise of Edmonton 
House, has cheerfully assisted in advancing the great work among 
the aborigines ; and as that gentleman is the best speaker of 
the Cree languE^e to be found among Europeans, his services 
are invaluable to us. He has acquired a tboroogh knowledge of 
the Cree character, and has tbis summer presented me with 
translations of the Morning Service, the Baptismal Service, 
several Collects, the first seven chapters of St. Matthew's Gospel, 
and a good collection of Hymns translated from our Hymn 
book.'— (P. 161.) 

The Wegleyan Missionary Notices for January 1843, again 
advert in several places to the encouragement given by the officers 
of the Hudson's Bay Company to the dissemination of the 
Gospel. The following is an extract from a letter and journal of 
the Rev. Jamea Evans, General Superintendent of the Wesleyan 
Missions in the Hudson's Bay territories, dated August 1841 : — 
' Since my arrival in the country, I have visited York Factory, 
of which I made the Committee aware last autumn. On my 
return, I remained at Norway House until December, and left it, 
early in that month, to visit the posts within my reach. During 
the winter I visited Moose Lake, the Pas, Cumberland House, 
Shoal River, Fort Pelly, Beaver Creek, Red River, on my way 
to Fort Alexander and Berring's River ; and returned to Norway 
House at the latter end of March. / was received at every post 
of (he Honourable Company with the greatest kindness, and ex- 
perienced every attention from the gentlemen in charge. I endea- 
voured to discbarge the duties incumbent upon me, with an eye 
to the glory of God, in the salvation of sinners ; and trust, that 
the fruits of my humble labours will appear on the day of 
eternity. 
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* I intend, by the Divine bleesing, to visit tbe following peaces 
during a journey, which it is my purpose to commence, namely, 
Cumberland, Carlton, Fort Pitt, and Edmonton, where I hope to 
meet my good brother, tbe Rer. Mr. Bundle. After spending a 
few weeks in that vicinity, I shall proceed, by winter conveyance 
(snow shoes and dog carriages) to Forts Jaspar, Ass^iniboine, 
Lesser Slave Lake, Dunvegan, Vermillion, Chippewyan, Feud 
da Lac, La Crosse, Green Lake, and hack by Carlton ; thence 
to Iforway Honse, by the Saskatchewan or Athabasca boats, 
reaching Norway House in June or July 1842. The journey is 
undertaken with the decided approbation of the Governor in Chief 
Sir George Simpson, who kindly assured me that he would himself, 
in passing the Sacskatchewan see that every preparation should be 
made for me to proceed thence. Before my return, should I 
succeed in my proposed tour, I shall travel about six thousand 
miles. Daring this time I hope to preach the everlasting Gospel . 
to hundreds who never heard the joyful sonnd ; and I humbly 
trust that, in a short period, not a post belonging to the Honour- 
able Company will be found where tbe glad news of salvation by 
Christ shall not have been heard. I shall, I feel convinced, have 
the co-operation of my brethren here, and of the Committee at 
home, and the unlimited aid of the Honourable Company's officers, 
in carrying out this great object. I likewise become better ac- 
quainted with the state, wants, and general character of the 
country, as well as with the number, disposition, and languages 
of the natives. I feel assured of the Divine protection and 
blessing. 

' We have great cause of gratitude to Almighty God, that we 
are saved from that scourge of poor Indiana, the 'fire waters' 
(rum), the use of this being by the Honourable Company prohibited 
to a great extent in the country ; an arrangement equally wise and 

September \st: — ' I found Mr. Grant (one of the Company's 
officers) at Oxford House, anxious to make my night's stay as 
comfortable as possible. I preached to the Honourable Com- 
pany's officers and servants, and several natives attended. At the 
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close of the service I baptized an adutt, who expressed a deter- 
mination to forsake sin and cleave to the liord ; and six children ; 
and solemnized two marriages. 

' Tth. — To-day my worthy brother Bundle left by the Sas- 
katchewan boat for Edmonton, About two months, with God's 
blessing, will bring him thither ; during which time he must sleep 
on the ground, wet or dry, not unfreqaently without erecting bis 
cloth teat, as sometimes it cannot be pitched, Rain or fair, heat 
or cold, he must sit in the open boat, and look to Heaven for 
present and eternal comfort. Every thing which the fort eould 
sufply was kindly furnished, in order to make his voyage as com- 
fortaile as circumstances would permit.' 

' January \9ih, 1842. — Thermometer 42° below zero. It is 

excessively cold. Water from the tea-kettle, nearly boiling, being 

poured into a tin plate to the depth of about half an inch, became 

, frozen and solid, or sufficiently so to slide out, when warmed on 

the under side, in seven minutes and a half. 

'20M. — We made Port Pellyat ten o'clock. — Thermometer 26°. 

' Sunday, Hith. — I preached to an attentive congregation, seve- 
ral professing their determination to seek and serve the Lord. 

' 2GtA. — We have prayers every night at seven, at which time 
I always deliver a short discourse, or expound some portion of 
Scripture, catechize the children, and teach them prayers at half- 
past eight. 

' 2&th. — I have had several interviews with a sick Indian, who 
is taken care of in the fort. He appears anxious to receive in- 
struction, but is very deaf. 

' Sunday 31. — I preached at eleven, at three, and at seven 
o'clock, and baptized eight after the forenoon service. 

' February isl. — I left Fort Pelly, having experienced every 
kindness and. attention from Dr. Todd, and derived great satis- 
faction in seeing a marked attention to the word of life, 

' btk. — We made Beaver Creek House, and found all well. 
Thanks to our great Preserver. 

Qth. — We experienced great kindness from Mr. and Mrs.M'Kay; 
an excellent Cree speaker kindly furnished me with a translation of 
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the Lordt prayer. We beld prayers at eight p. m. in a large 
fort, and had a good congregation : several ladiaus encamped in 
the neighbourhood. 

' Sunday, 1th. — I preached at eleven and at six. I baptized 
three persons connected with the fort ; much paint having been 
taken by the (fenlleman in charge, and his family, to instruct those 
connected with the establishment. 

' Rajnt Lake. — Great praise is due to the gentleman in charge 
of this post, for the readiness with which he has co-operated 
with the Missionary in promoting the interests of the Mission. 
A change has been made this year, and Nicbol Finlaysoa, Esq., 
with whom I spent the winter of 1838 on Lake Superior, is at 
present at Rainy Lake ; by whom I am satisfied, every assistance 
will be afforded.' 

The Following extracts are copied &qm the journal of Mr. 
BundcU : — * His station is the most westerly position occupied 
by this Society, and is in the immediate vicinity of the 
Rocky Monntains, in which are the sources of those great 
rivers which water the American continent, and Sow into the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The tribes of Indians which occupy 
the extensive plains in their neighbourhood, are both nnmerons 
and powerful, and are also in "better circumstances than their 
brethren in other parts of the country. Mr. Rundell has the 
honour of being the first Protestant Missionary who has been 
stationed among them. He reached Edmonton Hoose on the 
18th of September, 1840, after having traversed, from the time of 
his landing in New York, about three thousand five hundred 
miles. He received a most cordial welcome from the officer in 
charge, and immediately commenced his Missionary labours and 
toils, in humble dependence upon Him, who hath said for the 
encouragement of his servants, ' Lo I am with you alway, even 
even unto the end of the world.' 

' February 22nd, 1841. — I reached Rocky Mountain House, 
and was very kindly received by J. H. Harriott, Esq., the gentleman 
in charge. I found several Indians at the Fort, and, shortly after 
my arrival, another party arrived from the plains. Great warmth 
of feeling was expressed by them on seeing me. Their dresses 
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were profusely adoraed with beads and ga; embroidery, with por- 
cupine qtiills, and other omameate. Whilst I was saluting them, 
some kbsed me ; others, after shaking me by the hand, passed 
both hands oyer part of my dress, uttering at the same time a 
kind of prayer; and others gare me their left hand, because 
nearest the heart. 

' 24M. — A large party of Blackfeet and Piegaae arrived, and 
their entrance into the Fort presented a very novel appearance. 
The first that came were the Piegans, and the ceremony com- 
menced with singing some rude and barbarous sounds. They 
then marched in order to the Fort, the chief leading the van, 
bringing with him a horse, (the head of which was striped with 
red ochre,) as an intended present for Mr. Hairiott. After the 
firing of mutual salutes, and the horse being given to Mr. Harriott, 
the chief entered the Fort, followed by his party. The Blackfeet 
approached much in ^e same way, excepting that singing formed 
no part of the ceremony. Some of the chiefe' dresses looked very 
fine, and the needle-work on them would reflect no discredit on 
members of civilized communities. 

' 26M. — ^To-day a rumour spread among the Indians that I came 
down from Heaven in a piece of paper, and that the paper was 
opened by a gentleman belonging to the Forts, and so I made 
my first appearance upon earth I 

' 26M. — I met, in the evening, abont a hundred and fifty or two 
hundred Indians, including women uid some cblldren. 

' 27M March.—T discoursed to the Indians twice on the Deca- 
logue, which, I believe, produced great efiect amongst them. I 
also addressed tbem on the subjects of baptism and marriage. 

' 28/&. — I preached in the morning on the morals and dutira of 
Christianity, and solemnized two marriages. The Indians were 
present to witness the ceremony, and, through an interpreter, I 
was enabled to convey to them lessons of instruction. 

'29/k. — ^The Indians lefl the Fort, and I engaged to visit them 
on my way to the Blackfeet camp. 

' April \si. — I lefl the Fort this morning, on horseback, for my 
intended visit to the plains. My kind finend, J. H. Harriott, 
Esq., accompanied me some distance from the Fort, and I was 
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then compelled to bid him adiea for a season. The personal kind- 
nea»eg received from that gentleman, during my stay with him, and 
also the assistances he awarded me in facilitating the objects of my 
mission, deserve my warmest commendations. I trust my visit to 
his fort will be made a blessing to many. Great attention was 
generally manifested by the o^ersand others; and, independent of 
the services on the Sunday, I was accustomed to preach once during 
the week to them, and also to hold regular family worship, which 
most in the fort attended.' 

Ooe of the Wesleyaa Ministers thus speaks of the Hudson's 
Bay Company's chief officer at Norway House, who, he says, has 
been ' at great pains in civilizing the Indians.' 

' 13M. — ^To-day I bade a sorrowful adieu to Mr, ROss, the 
Company's Officer at this fort, who left for York Factory, and 
according to all probability, will not return before my departure 
for the Saskatchawan. The kind and gentlemanly conduct 
manifested by him to me, since my residence at Norway House, 
deserres my warmest thanks. He has been my guide, counsellor, 
and friend.' 

Of Mr. James Krith, the Company's Chief Officer at La 
Chine, the Mission reports that ' every preparation was made 
by him for the comfort and accommodation of the Missionaries 
on board the canoes, when proceeding from Canada to Rnpert's 
Land, and nothing coald exceed the respect and kindness with 
which they were treated.' 

The Bar. Mr. Mason, in a letter dated 20th Augast, 1844, 
from Boss Ville, Hudson's Bay, to the Wesleyan Society, says, 
' The gentlemen who visited our neat little village, expressed 
their surprise at the great change and improvement of the 
natives. Mr. Mactavish, from the Columbia, said, there was 
nothing equal to it on the other side of the'Bocky Mountains. You 
will be mach pleased to hear that Donald Hose, Esq., is again 
stationed at Norway House ; he is, indeed, a friend to the red 
man's temporal and spiritual intere^. His kindness and atten- 
tion are uninterrupted. From the Company's servants we 
receive every assbtance which they have in their power to afford 
as in carrying on the great work in which we are engaged. 
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' The Church, we trust, will be finished in a few months. 
The Company's men are constantly working at it. We need it 
much, as the school-room is far too small for the congregatioo.' 
—{WesUyan Notices, Feb. 1845, p. 29.) 

Language of a similar tendencj pervades all the Reports 
examined, and they sufficiently demonstrate the attention paid 
to Christian ordinances and duties by the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, and their officers and servants in North America. 

The WesleysD Mission in North- West America, consists, of 
eight stations and four chapels, at Ross Ville, and Norway 
House, Lake Winipeg, Moose Factory, Lac la Flute, and Forts 
Alexander and Edmonton, and Rocky Mountains. There are 
also iu addition five preaching places. There are five Mission- 
aries and assistants, one catechist, two day school teachers, two 
local preachers, 204 church members, 96 day scholars, and 2000 
members attending public worship, of whom 174 members are 
full or accredited church members. 

Commodore Wilkes, at p 3^4 of his work, says, the American 
Missionaries are 'tlwly receiving the kindest attentions and 
hospitality from the officers of the Hudson's Bay Company.' 

Any further evidence of the Christian conduct and benevolent 
policy of the Company, would be a work of supererogation. 

It is not, however, solely in a collective capacity that a humane 
system has been pursued ; as individuals, the officers of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company have manifested an anxious desire for the 
temporal wel&re and spiritual improvement of the people around 
them, and are most ondeserving of the opprobrium endeavoured 
to be cast on them, that ' they are for the most part men of very 
limited information, doubtful exemplars to a people arriving so 
slowly at a social state, — wholly imbued with the mere spirit of 
trade, — few of them possessed of those generous sympathies 
and more enlarged views which are necessary for undertaking 
and carrying out any scheme of social amelioration. Their 
Deity is gold, to obtain which they trample down Christianity 
and heoevolence.'—Memoriai of A. K. and J. Isbisier and three 
others to the Secretary of State, page 6. 
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SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS, AND QUALIFICATIONS 

OF THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY FOR THE 

COLONIZATION OF VANCOUVER'S ISLAND. 



The several staWmente adduced in the previous pages, olearly 
show the means by which the Hudson's Bay Company have preserved 
a traffic in furs for nearly 200 years without any monopoly of the 
home market, thereby enriching England to the extent of at least 
twenty millions sterling; and now, although hemmed in by the 
enterprising spirit of the Americans on the South, and by the 
untinng industry of the Russians on the North, if upheld in their 
rights, supported by the Crown, and encouraged by enlightened 
public opinion, the Company, by the exercise of the means hitherto 
found successful, may long continue a valuable trade, which is 
nearly extinct in every other part of the globe. 

Strong doubts have been expressed of the fitness of the Hudson's 
Say Company for the settlement of Vancouver's Island, inasmuch 
(it is asserted) as they have heretofore pursued the fur trade to the 
neglect of colonization, but it has been overlooked that the position 
of the Company in the region west of the ' Rocky Mountains,' and 
in the Oregon country, was similar to that of a person leasing a 
grouse moor in Scotland for twenty-one years. It was not in the 
power of the Company to invite settlers to the banks of the Colum- 
bia River or to Vancouver's Island ; they could make no grant of 
land, having themselves no better title than that of a hunting licence 
from the Crown, which, in 1838, reserved to itself the power of 
forming Colonies when and where it might be deemed necessary. 

Moreover the Crown could not give the requisite title to the laud, 
since Vancouver's Island, and the adjacent region was, until 1846, 
disputed territory. At the ' Red River,' the laud being actually the 
property of the Company, it has been granted in leases for the full term 
of a thousand years, subject to a single payment of 7«. 6d. per acre ; 
to residence thereon, to Uie cultivation within five years of one-tenth 
part of the demised land, and to a compUance with certain regula- 
tions, and local enactments framed by die late Earl of Selkirk, to 
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whom the Hudson's Bay Company made a large and liberal grant 
of territory in order to promote colonization. 

The Company have not therefore failed in promoting colonization 
where they possesBed the power of doing eo ; but where, for the 
above-mentioned reasons, they had not the right of leasing the 
land, they have themselves cultlTated it to the utmost practicable 
extent, as exemplified at Fort Tanoouver, on the banks of the 
Columbia River; and they have also aided their retired servants in 
the formatioa of agricultural stations at Fuget's Sound, (Fort Nas- 
quilly,) and on the banks of the Cowlitz Biver. 

In addition, therefore, to the previonsly-recited evidence at 
pp. 31, 65, 72, and 104, of the agricultural proceedings of the 
Company, it may be nsefiil to examine the report made by Com- 
modore Wilkes to his Government, respecting the principal establish- 
ments of the Hudson's Bay Company, west of the Booky Moontains, 
namely, Fort Vancouver, situated about 80 miles &om the mouth 
of the Columbia Biver. 

Approaching the station, the Commodore says, — 'We came in at 
the back part of the village, whioh consists of about fifty comfortable 
log houflSB, placed in regular order on each side of the road. They 
are inhabited by the Company's servants, and were swarming with 
ohildren, whites, half-breeds, and pure Indians. The Fort stands at 
some distance beyond the village, and to the eye appears like an 
upright wall of pickets, twenty-five feet high; this encloses the 
houses, shops, and magazines of the Company. The enclosure con- 
tcuns about four acres, which appear to be under full cultivation. 
Beyond the Fort large granaries were to be seen. At one end is Br. 
M'Laughlin's house, built after the model of a French Canadian, of 
one story, wea&er-boarded, and painted white. It has a piazza and 
small flower-beds, with grape and other vines in front. Between 
the steps are two old cannons on sea carri^^s, with a few shot, to 
speak defiance to the natives, who no doubt look upon them as very 
formidable weapons of destruction. I mention these, as they are 
the only warlike instrnmenta to my knowledge that are within the 
pickets of Vancouver, which differs &om all the other forts in having 
no bastions, galleries, or loop-holes. Near by are the rooms for 
the clerks and visitors, with the blacksmiths' and coopers' shops. 
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Id the oentre stands the Roman Gatholio ohapel, and near by the 
flt^-stoff; beyond theBS ^;am are the Btoies, magazines of powder, 
warerooms, and offices. 

' We went immediately to Dr. M'Laaghlin'B qaarters. He was 
not within ; but we were kindly invited to enter, with the assnranoe 
that he would soon return. Only a few minuteH elapsed before Dr. 
M'Laoghlin came galloping up, having understood tbat we had 
preceded him. He is a tall, fine-looking person, of a very robust 
frame, with a irank, manly open countenance, and a florid com- 
plexion : his hair is perfectly white. He gave us tbat kind reception 
we had been led to expect from Ms well-known hospitality. He is 
of Scotch parentage, but by birth a Canadian, enthusiastic in dispo- 
sition, possessing great energy of character, and extremely well 
suited for the situation he occupies, which requires great talent and 
industry. He at onoe ordered dinner for us, and we soon felt our- 
selves at home, having comfortable rooms assigned us, and being 
treated as part of the establishment. 

' The situation of Vancouver is favourable for agricultural pur- 
poses, and it may be said to be the head of navigation for sea-going 
vessels. A vessel of fourteen feet draft of water may reach it in the 
lowest state of the river. The Columbia at this point makes a con- 
siderable angle, and is divided by two islands, which extend upwards 
about three miles, to where the upper branch of the Willamette joins it. 

The Company's establishment at Vancouver is upon an extensive 
scale, and is worthy of the vast interest of which it is the centre. 
The residents mess at several tables ; one for the chief &ctor and 
his clerks ; one for their wives (it being against the regulations of 
the Company for their officers and their wives to take l^eir meals 
together) ; another for the Missionaries ; and aaother for the sick 
and the Catholic Missionaries. All is arranged in the best order, 
and, I should think, with great economy. Everything may be had 
within the Fort; they have an extensive apothecary's shop, a bakery, 
blacksmiths' and coopers' shops, trade offices for buying, others for 
selling, others again for keeping accounts and transacting business ; 
shops for retail, where English manufactured articles may be pur- 
chased at as low a price, if not cheaper, than in the United States, 
consisting of cotton and woollen goods, ready-made clothing, ship 
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chandlery, earthen and ironware, and fancy artioleB; in short, 
everything, and of every kind and deBcription, inclnding all Borts of 
groceries, at an advance of 60 per cent, on the London prime cost. 
This is the established price at Vancouver, bnt at the other poste it 
is 100 per cent., to cover the extra expenses of transportation. All 
these articles are of good quality, and BuiCable for the servants, 
settlers, and visitors. Of the quantity on hand Bome idea may be 
formed &om the fact that all the posts vest of the Bocky Mountains 
get their annual supplies from this depSt. 

' Vancouver is the head quarters of the North- West or Columbian 
Department, which also includes New Caledonia; all the returns of 
fiurs are received here, and hither all accounts are CranBmitted for 
settlement. These operations occasion a large mass of businesB to 
be transacted at this establishment. Mr. Douglass, a chief factor, 
and the associate of Dr. McLaughlin, assists in this department, 
and takes sole charge in his absence. 

' Dr. McLaughlin showed us our rooms, and told us that the bell 
was the signal for meals. 

' Towards sun-set, tea-time arrived, and we obeyed the summons 
of the bell, when we were introduced to several of the gentlemen 
of the establishment; we met in a large ball, with a long table 
spread with abundance of good fare. Dr. McLaughlin took t^e 
head of the table, with myself on his right, Messrs. Douglass and 
Drayton on his left, and the others apparently according to their 
rank. I mention this, as every one appears to have a relative rank, 
privilege, and statdon assigned him, and military etiquette prevails. 
The meal lasts no longer than is necessary to satisfy hunger. With 
the ofiQcers, who are clerks, business is the sole object of their life, 
and one is entirely at a loss here who has nothing to do. Fortu- 
nately I found myself much engaged, and therefore it suited me. 
The agreeable company of Dr. McLaughlin and Mr. Douglass made 
the time at meals pass deUghtfiilly. Both of these gentlemen were 
kind enough to give up a large portion of their time to us, and I 
felt occasionally that we must be trespassing on their business 
hours. After meals, it is the custom to introduce pipes and tobacco. 
It was said that this practice was getting into disuse, but I should 
have concluded, firom what I saw, that it was at its height. 
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' CanadiaB French is generally E^oken to the serrants ; even those 
who come out from fiogland, after a while, adopt it, and it ib not a 
little amueing to hear the words they use, and the maimer in which 
they pronounce them. 

' The routine of a day at Vancouver Ib perhaps the same through- 
out the year. At early dawn the bell is rung for the working parties, 
who soon after go to work ; the sound of the hammers, click of the 
anvils, the mmbling of the carts, with tinkling of bells, render it 
difficult to sleep after this hour. The hell rings again at eight, for 
breaklast ; at nine they resume their work, which continues till one ; 
then an hour is allowed for dinner, after which they work till aix, when 
the labours of the day close. At five o'clock on Saturday afternoon 
the work is stopped, when the servants receive their weekly rations. 

' Vancouver is a large manufacturing, agricultural, and conmier- 
oial depot, and there are few, if any idlers, except the sick. Every- 
body seems to be in a hurry, whilst there appears to he no obvious 
reason for it 

' There are two large entrance gat^ to the Fort for waggons and 
carts, and one in the rear, leading to the granaries and the garden ; 
the latter is quite extensive, occupying four or five acres, and eon- 
tains all kinds of vegetables and many kinds of &uit, with which 
the tables are abundantly supplied by the gardener, ' Billy Bruce.' 
After William Bruce's first term of service had expired, he was 
desirous of returning to Fngland, and was accordingly sent. This 
happened during the visit of Dr. Mcljinghlin to England. One 
day, Kn accidental meeting took place in a crowded street of 
London, where he begged Dr. McLaughlin to send him hack to 
Vancouver. William Bruce was accordingly taken again into 
employ, and sent back in the next ship. In the meantime, how- 
ever, he was sent to Chiswick, the seat of the Duke of Devonshire, 
to get a little more knowledge of his duties, and remained till the 
vessel sailed : but no place was like Vancouver to him ; and all his 
success continues to be compared with Chiswick, which he endea- 
vours to surpass : this is alike creditable to both. 

' Besides the storehouses, there is also a granary, which ie a firame 
building of two stories, and the only one, the rest being bailt of logs. 

' Mr. Douglass was kind enough to take me into the granary, 
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which contained wheat, floor, barley, and bnckwheat. The vheat 
averaged Bixty-three pounde to the buehel ; barley yields twenty 
buBhels to the acre ; bnckwheat, in some seasone, gives a good crop, 
but it is by no means certain, owing to the early &oBts ; oats do not 
thrive well ; peas, beans, and potatoes yield abundantly ; little or 
no hay is made, the cattle being able to feed all the year ronnd on 
the natural hay, which they find very nutritious, and fatten upon it. 
The grass grows np rapidly in the beginning of sununer ; and the 
subseqaent heat and drought convert it into hay, in which all the 
juices are preserved. Besides this, they have, on the prairies along 
the river, two luxuriant growths of grass, the first in the spring, and 
the second soon after the flowing of the river snbsides, which is 
generally in July and August. The last crop lasts the remainder 
of the season. Neither do they require shelter, although they ok 
penned in at night. The pens are moveable ; and the use of them is 
not only for security i^ainst the wolves, bat to manure ^le ground. 

' The farm at Vancouver is about nine miles square. On this 
they have two dairies, and milk upwards of one hundred cows. 
There also two other dairies, situated on the Wapanto Island, on 
the Willamette, where they have one hundred and fifty cows, whose 
milk is employed, under the direction of imported dairymen, in 
making butter and cheese for the Russian settlemento. 

' They have likewise a grist and saw mill, both well constructed, 
about six miles above Vancouver, on the Columbia River. 

' One afternoon we rode with Mr. Douglass to visit the dairy- 
farm, which lies to the west of Vancouver, on the Gallepuya. This 
was one of the most beautiful rides I had yet taken, through fine 
prairies, adorned with lai^e oak, ash, and pines, The large herds 
of cattle feeding and reposing under the trees, gave on air of civili- 
zation to the scene : that is the only thing wanting in the other 
ports of the territory. The water was quite high ; and many of the 
little knolls were surrounded by it, which had the appearance of 
small islets breaking through the wide expanse of overflowing water. 

' This dairy is removed every year, which is found advant^^ons 
to the ground, and affords the cattle better pasturage. The stock 
on the Vimcouver farm is about three thousand head of cattle, two 
thousand five hundred sheep, and about three hundred brood mares. 
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* At the dairy we were regaled with most exoellent milk ; and 
found the whole establiehmeDt weU mauled by a Canadian and his 
wife. They chum in barrel machines, of which there are several. 
All the cattle look extremely well, and are rapidly increasing in 
numberB. The oows give milk at the age of eighteen months. 
Those of the California breed give a very email qaantity of milk, 
but when crossed with those &om the United States and England, 
do very well. I saw two or three very fine bulls that had been 
imported &om England. The sheep have lambs twice a-year; those 
of the California breed yield a very inferior kind of wool, which is 
inclined to be hairy near the hide, and is much matted. This breed 
has been crossed with the Leicester, Bakewell, and other breeds, 
which has much improved it. The fleeces of the mixed breed are 
very heavy, weighing generally eight pounds, and some as much as 
twelve. Merinos have been tried, but they are not found to thrive. 

' The Califomian horses are not equal to those raised in Oregon : 
those bred near WaUa-Walla are in the most repute. 

' In one of our rides we visited the site of the first fort at Van- 
couver ; it is less than a mile from the present position, and is jnst 
on the brow of the upper prairie. The view from this place is truly 
beautiful ; the noble river can be traced in all its windings for s 
long distance through the cultivated prairie, with its groves and 
clumps of trees ; beyond, the eye sweeps over an interminable forest, 
melting into a blue haze, from whioh Mount Hood, capped with its 
eternal snows, rises in great beauty. The lints of purple which 
appear in the atmosphere are, so far as I am aware, peculiar to this 
country. This site was abandoned in consequence of the difficulty 
of obtaining water, and its distance from the river, which compelled 
them to transport every article up a high and rugged road. The 
latter difficulty was encountered in the first location on the upper 
prairie, because it was said that the lower one was occasionally 
flooded ; but, although this may have happened formerly, it is not 
found to occur at present. 

' I also visited the grist mill, which is situated on a small stream, 
but owing to the height of the river, which threw a quantity of back- 
water on the wheel, it was not in action. The mill has one run of 
stones, and is a well-built edifice. Annexed to it is tJie house of the 
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miller, vho is also the walch-maker of the neighbourhood. The 
mill ia amply snffioient for all the wants of the Company, and of the 
sarrounding country. The saw-mill is two miles beyond the grist- 
mill. A similai mistake has been made in ohooBing its position, 
foi the mill is placed so low that for the part of the season when 
they have most water they are unable to use it. There are in it 
several runs of eaws, and it is remarkably well boilt. In few 
buildings, indeed, can such materials be seen as are hereused. The 
quality of timber out into boards is inferior to what we should deem 
merchantable in the United States, and is little better than our 
hemlock. The boards are shipped to the Sandwich Islands ; and 
we here found the brig Wave taking in a cargo of timber. These 
boards sell at Oahu for eighty dollars per thousand. I could not 
ascertain their cost here. About twenty men (Canadians and 
Sandwich Islanders) are employed at the mill. 

' They have built a large smith's shop here, which, besides doing 
the work of the mill, makes all the axes and hatchets used by the 
trappers. The iron and steel are imported ; the tools are manufac- 
tured at a mnch less price than those imported, and are more to be 
depended on. A trapper's success, in fact, depends upon his axe ; 
and, on this being lost or broken, he necessarily relinquishes his 
labours, and returns unsuccessful. I y/Aa surprised at seeing the 
celerity with which these axes were made. Fifty of them, it is said, 
can be manufactured in a day, and twenty-five are accounted an 
ordinary day's work. They are eagerly sought after by the Indiana, 
who are very particular that the axe should have a certain shape, 
somewhat like a tomahawk.' — (Vol. iv., pp. 826, 886.) 

The Commodore visited several other stations, uid thus describes 
Fort Nisqnally, to which his ships were piloted by the first ofiBcer 
of the Hudson's Bay Company's steamer, whose services were kindly 
ofTered by Captain M'Neil, the Commander, who gave all possible 
aid to the American squadron in its surveys : — ' Twelve miles 
more brought us to the anchorage off Nisqually, where both 
vessels dropped their anchors about eight o'clock. Here we found 
an English steamer undergoing repairs. Soon after we anchored, 1 
had the pleasure of a visit from Mr. Anderson, who is in charge of 
the fort, and Captun M'Neil. They gave me a warm welcome, and 
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offered every aseistaDoe in their power to aid me in my opera- 
tions. 

' Nothing can exceed the beauty of these waters, and their safety; 
not a shoal exists within the Straits of Juan de Faoa, Admiralty Inlet, 
Pnget Sound, or Hood's Canal, that can in any way interrupt their 
navigatioa by a seventy-four gun ship. I venture nothing in saying, 
diere is no country in the world possessing waters equal to these. 

' The anchorage off Nisqnally is very contracted, in consequence 
of the rapid shelving of the hank, that soon drops off into deep 
water. The shore rises abruptly to a height of about two hundred 
feet, and on the top of the ascent is an extended plain, covered with 
pine, oak, and ash trees, scattered here and there so as to form a 
park-like scene. The hill-side is mounted by a well-confltmcted 
road of easy ascent. From the summit of the road the view is 
beautiful, over the Sound and its many islands, with Mount Olym- 
pus covered with snow for a back-ground. Fort Nisqually, with 
its outbuildings told enclosure, stands back about half a mile &om 
the edge of the table land. 

' In returning the visits of Mr. Anderson and Captain McNeil, I 
had an opportunity of seeing the so-called fort. It is constructed 
of pickets, enclosing a space about two hundred feet square, with 
four comer bastions. Within this enclosure are the agents' stores, 
and about half a dozen houses, built of logs, and roofed with bark. 
This fort was considered quite large when it was first established, 
but since it has become an agricultural post as well as a trading one, 
it is found to be too small. Its locality is also ill chosen, on 
account of the difficulty of obtaining water, which has to be brought 
from a distance of nearly a mile. I was informed that there was 
now little necessity for any sort of protection against the Indians, 
who are but few in number, and very peaceably disposed. 

' After spending some time in conversing about my plans, Mr. 
Anderson was kind enough to show me his garden, which is an 
enclosurejust without the pickets. Here I saw peas a foot high, 
strawberries and gooseberries in full bloom, and some of the former 
nearly ripe, with salad that had gone to seed, three feet high, very 
la^ and thrifty. 
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' Near by were to be seen fine fields of grain, large bams and 
sheepfolde, agricultnnil implements, and workmen witb cattle en- 
gaged in tbe various employments of husbandry. 

' In connection witb tbe Company's establishment at Nisqaally, 
they have a large dairy, several hundred head of cattle, and among 
them seventy milch cows, which yield a large supply of butter and 
cheese ; they have also lai^e crops of wheat, peas, and oats, and 
were preparing the ground for potatoes. Thea^ operations are con- 
ducted by a farmer and dairyman, brought &om England expressly 
to enperintend these affairs. A few Indians are engaged in tending 
the flooha, and the Company's servants are almost exclusively 
employed as labourers.' 

On his route from Fort Nisqnally to Fort Vancouver, the Cotomo- 
dore visited another of the Fuget Sound Company's establishments, 
on the Cowlitz River, in latitude 46" 50' north, longitude 123°, 
which he thus describes : ' After passing extensive cammass plains 
we reached the Company's farm on the Cowlitz, which occupies an 
extensive prairie on the banks of that river. 

' They have here six or seven hundred acres enclosed and under 
cultivation, with several large granaries, a large farm house, and 
numerous outbuildings to accommodate the dairy, workmen, cattle, 
&o. The grounds appeared well prepared, and were covered with a 
luxuriant crop of wheat. At the farther end of tbe prairie was to 
be seen a settlement, with its orchards, &c. ; and between the trees, 
the chapel and parsonage of the Catholio Mission gave an air of 
civilization to the whole. The degree of progress resembled that of 
a settlement of several years' standing in our Western States, with 
the exception, however, of the remains of the conquered forest ; for 
here the ground is ready for the plough, and nature seems, as It 
were, to invite the husbandman to his labours. 

' We were kindly received by Mr. Forrest, the superintendent, 
who quickly made arrangements for canoes to carry as down the 
Cowlitz and Columbia River to Astoria, or Fort George. He also 
provided us with an excellent repast, and pressed us to remain over- 
night, which we would gladly have done, had I not found that it 
would be impossible for us to reach Aatoria the next day if we did so. 
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' At this farm the Company have a large dairy, and are about 
erecting a saw and griBt mill. The superintendent's dwelling is 
large, and built of well-hewn logs ; with the workmen's houses, &o., 
it forms quite a village. 

' Large numbers of cattle were being brought in for the night, 
which is a very necessary precaution in Oregon, in consequence of 
the numerous wolves that are prowling about; in some places it 
becomes necessary for the keeper to protect his beasts, even in the 
day-time. The cattle, at times, suffer from drought, in which ease 
the Indians are sent across the river to cut fodder for them, in order 
to avoid sending the cattle to the cammass plains, where they would 
be subject to the loss of all their young. 

The farm at the Cowlitz has no sort of defences about it, proving, 
as far as the Indians are concerned, that there is no danger of 
being molested ; indeed, their numbers here are too smdl to enable 
them to attempt any aggression, and their dependence on the 
Company for both food and clothing, too complete to allow them 
to quarrel, except among themselves; and of such disputes the 
agent of the Company takes no sort of notice. The Indians belong 
to the Elackatuck tribe, though they have obtained the general 
name of the Cowlitz Indians. In a few years they will have passed 
away, and even now, I was informed, there are bnt three liidian 
women remaining in the tribe. The mortality that has attacked 
them has made sad ravages; for only a few jetas since they 
numbered upwards of a hundred, while they are now said to be less 
than thirty. The quantity of land actually under cultivation here 
is six hiindred acres, most of which is in wheat. Mr. Forrest told 
me that the first year it had produced ten bushels per acre, but the 
present one it was thought the yield would be double*. 

' Around the superintendent's house is a kitchen garden, in which 
all the usual horticultural plants of die United States were growing 
luxuriantly; the climate was thought to be particularly well adapted 
to them.'— (Pp. 815, 316.) 

The agricultural farm at Puget Sound (Fort Nisqually), as also 

that at the Cowlitz River, does not actually belong to the Hadson's 

• Tb« crop at the end of 1811 ww TOGO buabels. 
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Bay Company; the Fuget Sound ABsociation has been formed 
princip^y by the officers and retired Bervants of the Company, who 
have subscribed a capital of £.300,000, on wbioh ten per cent, has 
been paid up. 

This farm aide in the supply of grain, butter, cheese, &o., for the 
forts and stations of the Hudson's Bay Company on the western 
coast of America, and it furnishes supplies for the Russian stations 
at Sitka and to the northward. Qrain is also shipped for the Sand- 
wich Islands, where the Hudson's Say Company hare an agency ; 
and a cargo of com has been recently sent to China. 

The facts herein stated need no fiirther comment ; but there are two 
points in farour of the extension of (^riculture and the promotion of 
colonization by the Hudson's Bay Company, which appear to have been 
but little noticed in the recent parliamentary discussions : — lal, The 
necessity of providing food for numerous and distant posts where 
com will not grow : 2nd, That with every precaution which a Com- 
pany with exclusive ri^ts can adopt, the fur-bearing animals must 
in the course of time diminish, and the Hudson's Bay Company, 
who have shown no deficiency in far-sighted views, are not likely to 
neglect providing for coming emergencies, or to lose the opportunity 
of securing new fields for the employment of energy and capital, 
which can only be done by colonization. 

A consideration of these circumstances, and a recognition of the 
principle that colonization can be most effectually conducted by 
corporate bodies, has doubtless had due weight with the Minister of 
the Crown, when acceding to the proposition that Vancouver's 
Island be vested in an association, who have given solid proo& of 
sound policy, by maintaining a most difficult position vrith honour 
and profit to themselves and to their country since the reign of 
Charles II. ; that has shown both ability and willingness to colonize, 
by the formation of the Red River settlement, and by promoting lie 
flourishing farms on the Columbia and Cowlitz Rivers; which has 
at this moment several posts and stations, not only in New Cale- 
donia, butalso an excellent fort and establishment on the adjacent 
shores of Vancouver's Island ; which possesses on the spot ships, 
steamers, well-trained functionaries, and every other requisite for 
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attaining, without delay, tbe desired end, namely, the immediate 
occupation, by SritiBh subjects, of the largest and moat important 
island on the Pacific coast of the American continent; and as the 
colonization of the island is in unison with the existing and pro- 
spective interests of the Hudson's Bay Company, it ia to be hoped 
that, when the whole case is known, a cordial ' co-operation will be 
promptly accorded^ and that a now comparatively useless appam^e 
of the Grown may be oonverted into a thriving and happy home for 
a large portion of the various classes of society who are suffering 
&om the effects of a redundant population and want of occupation, 
and who may there find that scope for enterprise, skill, and labour, 
whioh no Crovemment, however wise and zealous in its exertions, 
can afford them in England. 

Some of the points on which facts and evidence have been 
adduced in the previous pages, may be summarily stated as 
follows : — 

1«/. — The Eoyal Charter granted by King Charles II,, in 1670, 
to the Hudson's Bay Company conveys, in perpetuity, the territorial 
right, and exclusive privilege of trade, over certain regions in 
British North America. 

2nd. — The validity of this Charter has been acknowledged by 
successive Sovereigns down to Her Present Most Gracious Majesty, 
— by Parliament on difi'erent occasions, — and by diplomatic arrange- 
ments with Foreign States. 

8rd. — The Boyal Licences of exclusive trade with the Indians 
in certain parts of North America, granted to the Hudson's Bay 
Company and to the Agents of the North-West Company in 1821, 
and to the Hudson's Bay Company solely in 1888, recognised the 
rights conceded by the Boyal Charter of 1670, and granted an 
extension of exclusive traffio in furs over territories declared neutral 
between Great Britain, Uie United States, and Russia. 

itk. — Those Royal Lioenoes did not therefore supersede the 
Boyal Charter of 1670; they merely extended the right of exclu- 
sive trade over some territory, regarding which, doubts might be 
entertained, whether it came within the scope contemplated on the 
issue of the original Chatter to Prince Rupert, and the distinguished 
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Associates of TTin Boyal Highness ; and on the tennination of the 
ezistmg Licence, for exclusive trade, in 1860, the Koyal Charter 
granted by King Charles II. will remain intact, and the Hudson's 
Bay Company will continue to be vested with all the powers con- 
ceded to the Company in the year 1670. 

fiM.—The Boy&l Charter, and the Licences of 1831 and of 1838, 
were granted for die fulfilment of great national objects, on avowed 
grounds of public utility, and for the attainment of results which 
could not otherwise have been accomplished. 

6th. — The greater part of the territories belonging to the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, and also the larger portion of the region over 
which the right of exclusive trade with the Indians has been 
granted, are not adapted for European oolonizatioa, and are almost 
solely useful for the obtainment of furs uid fish, which, owing to 
the nature of the country and the habits of the aborigines, expe- 
rience has proved it to be impossible for private individuab to 
obtain with equal success. 

7th. — By the occupation of several positions in the Oregon region, 
and other places west of the Bocky Mountains, the Hudson's Bay 
Company have secured for Great Britain a large extent of country 
on the coast of the Pacific Ocean, including the important island of 
Vancouver, which would probably otherwise have been seized by 
the United States or by Russia, to the manifest disadvantage of 
England. 

8M. — The constitution and working of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany is equitable and effective, — well adapted to promote the energetic 
and continuous services of experienced functionaries, and admirably 
devised for securing order, obedience, and probity. 

9ih. — Wherever it has been found practicable to promote coloni- 
zation, or to form agricultural establishments, the Hudson's Bay 
Company and their servants have spared no labour or expense, as 
exemplified by the Red River Settlement, Fort Vancouver, and the 
farms at Fuget's Sound, and at the Cowlitz River. 

lOM. — No other Association seems so well adapted, as the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, for effecting the colonization of the island of 
Vancouver. 
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APPENDIX. 



Copi of (he RoTAL CaaBTGB for incorporating the Hudsob'b Bat Coupaht, granted 
by his Uejestj King: Chikles the Second, in the 22Dd fear of his reign, A.D. 1670. 

Cbuiks thb Sioomd, by the grace of Ood King of England, 3ootluid, France, and 
Ireland, Detendei of the Faith, &o.. To ill Co wboia these preaenta ahall come 
greeting: Whiheib onr dear and entire); beluTed Consin, Prince Bnpert, Count 
Palatine uf the Rhine, Doke of Bavaria and Cnmberiand, Sco.; Chrialopher Dnke of 
Albemarle, William Eul of Ciaven, Henr; Lord Arlington, Anlhon; Lord Aahlej, Sir 
John Robinson, and Sir Boberl Vyner, Knighta and Baronets; Sir Peter Colleton, 
Baronet ; Sir Edwaid Hangerford, Kni^t of the Bath ; Sir Paul Neele, Knighl ; Sir 
John Oriffllh and Sir Philip Carteret, Knighta; James Hafes, John Kirke, FraneiB 
Hillington, WilUam Prel^man, John Fenn, Eaqniree ; and John Foreman, Citiaen and 
Goldsmith of London; have, a( their own great cost and ehirgeB, nndertaken an 
expedition for Hudson's Bay, in the north-irest part of America, for the disoorerj of a 
new passage into the South Sea, and /or Ihe finding iomt trade Jhr fim, unneralt and 
<)ikeT COTuiderable cojnrnodititgt and by such their vtidertaking have already made tueh 
dUroueriei at do eneowragc Ihem tn proceed Jiirther in jmriaauce of Iheir laid dtHjn, by 
meant whereof there may probably arite very great advaniaye to vt and our kirtydom : 
Ard whibias the said Undertskere, for Iheir farther enconregemsnt in the said 
design, have humbly besongfat us to incorporate theiii, and grant unto them and their 
Bacoeaaora the sob trade and annmeree of -aU those not, tfmil*, bayi,Tiven, lakei, cretb, 
and loufldi, in vhattoet>er latitude they ihall be, thai He within the entrance qf the ttraiti, 
eommanlg caUed HtUUon'e Slraili, together t/tiih all the lands, eountriet and terrHories 
upon the caaeisand eonfinei of the teai, liraHi, bat/i, lakes, rivers, creeks and sotmdt iffore- 
laid, Khieh are not now actually possessed by any ofottr subjects, or by the svbjecti of any 
other Christian Prince or State : Now khow tb, that we, being deairona to promoto 
all endeavoare tending lo the public good of oar people, and to enooursge the said 
undertaking, hate, of our espeaisl grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, given, 
granted, ratiScd and confirmed, and bj these presents, tor ns, oar heirs and auccesBors, 
no give, grnnl, ratify and confirm, unto oar said Cousin, Prince Rapeit, Chrlatopher Dote 
of Albemarle, William Earl of Craven, Henrj Lord Arlington, Anthony Lord Ashley, Sir 
John Robinson, Sir Robert Vyner, Sir Peler Colleton, Sir Edwud Hungerford, Sir 
PanI Neele, Sir John Griffith and Sir Philip CarMret, James Hayea, John Kirke, Francis 
Millington, William Prettyman, John Fenn and John Fortman, (hat they, and each 
othere as shall be sdnitted into (he said society aa is hereafter expressed, shall be one 
body corporate and politic, in deed and in name, by the name of " The Governor and 
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Comptnj of Adrentnran of EngUud trkdii^ into HadMm'a B>j," and them by the 
name of " The Qovemoi and Compan; of Adventaiera of England trading into Hud- 
aon's Bajr," one tradf corporate and politic, in deed and in name, reallj and folly fo 
BTer, fbr ol, oar heira and mDOeaiora, ira no make, ordain, eonatitute, eaCaliliab, 
conBnn and deotare by Iheas pitatnta, and that by the same name of OoTemor and 
Company of AdTUitatera of England trading into Hodaon's Bay, they abill bare per- 
petaal Baceeaaion, and that they and Qieir aacceaaors, b; ihe name of " The OoTernoi 
and Company of AdventDrera of England trading into Hudson's Bay," be, and 
timea hereafter ahall be, personable and capable in law to have, pnrehaee, n 
poaaeas, eiijoy and retain landa, rents, pririlegea, liberties, jmisdietibna, ft'tnohisea and 
bereditamenta, of irbal kind, nature or qaalily soever tbey be, Va them and their 
BueoesBora ; and also to give, grant, demise, alien, aasign and dispose lands, teoemenlB, 
and hereditaments, and to do and execute all and singular other thinga by the same 
name that to Ihem shall or may appertain to do ; and that they and their success 
by Ihe name of " The Oovemor and Company of Adventnrera of England trading into 
Hudson's Bay." may plead and he impleaded, answer and he answered, defend and 
bs defended, in whataoever eoiuts and plaeea, before vhatsoever jadgea and JDStieea, 
and other persona and officers, in all and singular actions, pleas, suits, qoarrelB, 
oaoses and demands whatsoever, of wbatsoevei kind, nature or sort, in snch m 
and form as any other our liege people of this onr realm of England, being persona 
able and capable in law, may or can have, purchase, receive, possess, elqoy, retain, give, 
grant, demise, alien, assign, dispose, plead, defend and be defended, do, permit and 
execute ; and that the said Oovemor and Company of Adventniers of England tradii^ 
into Hudson'a Bay, and Ifaeii Baocesaors, may bave a common seal to serve for all the 
eanaea and btuinessas of ihsm and their suoaessors, and that it shall and may be lawful 
to the said Qoremor and Compmy, and their anaceaaors, the same seal, from time to 
time, at their will and pleaaure, to break, change, and to make anew or alter, as to Qiem 
shall seem eipedient : AaD tdbthbb ws wtu., and by these preaents, tat us, our 
heirs and successors, wb do ordain, that there shall he from hencefDrlh one of Oie same 
Company to be elected and appointed in snch form as hereafter in thsss preaents is 
expressed, which shall be Bailed the Governor of the said Company ; and that iha said 
Oovemor and Company shall or may elect seven of their nomber, in such fbrm as 
hereafter in these presents is eipreased, which shall be called the Committee of the 
aaid Company, which Committee of seven, or any three of them, together with the 
Governor or Depu^ Oovemor of the sud Company for Ihe time being, shall have 
Ihe direction of the voyages of and for the aiid Company, and the provision of tbe 
shipping and mercbaodiles thereunto belonging, and also the sale of all merchandizes, 
goods and other things returned, in all or any Ihe voyages or shipa of or for the said 
Company, and Ihe managing and bandling of all other busineas, affairs and things 
beloDging to tbe said Company: Aitn wb will, ordain, uid grant by these presenta, 
for us, our beirs and snceeasors, onto the said Oovemor and Company, and their 
successors, that they the said Governor and Company, and their saceessors, shall trata 
henceforth for ever be ruled, ordered and governed according to such maimer and 
form as is hereafter in these presenta exprasssd, and not otherwise ; and that they shall 
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hftve, hold, letatn uid ei^o; die grants, llbertlai, priTllcgss, jnrisdiotlon* and immn- 
nitiea onlj bsretrfter in thsM presents gnnled and eipiesBed, and no other: And for' 
the better nsontion of our will and grant in this behalf, «b hatb AggiairiD, nominated, 
ooQstitatad and made, and bj these presenla, for ng, oni heirs and sucoessoni, wi no 
ABStoH, nominate, wmstitDta and make qui said Coaiin, Panes Buraar, to be (he 
first and present OoTemor of the said Oompan;, and to oonlJnDe in the said offloe from 
the dale of tbeae presents until the lOtfa Ncnember then next following, if he, the said 
Prinee Bnpert, shall so long liTe, and so until a new Oorenior be ohosen bf the said 
Companr in form hereafter eipreagad: Amd also wi bate aasif(nsd, nominated and 
^tpointed, and by tliese presents, for as, onr hsirs and snaeessora, ws no assign, 
nominate and oonsCitnte, the said Sir John Bobinson, Sir Bobert Tjner, Sir Peter 
Colleton, James Hayes, John Kirke, Francis Hillington and John Portman to be the 
seven first and present Committees of the said Compan7>fi»m the dale of these presents 
nntil the ssid lOlh day of Norember then also next following, and so until new Com- 
miltaea shall be ehosen inform hereafter expressed: Akd rvBniia «■ will and grant 
by these presents, for ns, onr heirs and sncoessors, onto tha said Governor and Company, 
and their saocessors, that it ehsJl and may he lawful to and for the said QoTemor and 
Company for the time being, or the gnatar part of them present at any public assembly, 
aommonly eallad the Conrt General, ta be holden for dte aaid Company, the Oovemor 
of Che said Company being always cHM,froiD time to time to elaet, nominate and qipoint 
one of the said Company to be Deputy to the said QoTemor, which Deputy shall lake 
a oorporal oath, before the Ooiemor and three or more of the Committee of the aaid 
Compaoy for Ibe time being, well, truly and faithfully lo ezeoule his said office of 
Depa^ lo the OoTemor of the said Company, and after his oath so taken shall and 
may bom time to time, in the absenoa of the eaid OoTamor, exercise and exeeule Ihc 
olBoe of QoTemor of ihe said Company, in snoh sort as the said OoTemor cuf^t to do : 
Ahd ruBTHBB TB WILE, sud grant by these piesenls, for UH, ootheirs and successors, unto 
the said OoTemoi and Company of AdTCDturers of En^and trading into Hudson's Bay, 
and their gucceasore, that they, or the greater part of them, whereof the Oorernor for 
Ihe time being or his Depu^ lo be one, from time In time, and at all times hereafter, 
shall and may have authority and power, yearly and every year, between Ihe first and 
last day of NoTember, lo assemble and meet together in aome convenient place, lo he 
appointed from time to time by the GoTemor, or in hia absence by the Deputy of the 
B^d Governor for tha time being, and that they being so sasembled, it shall and may be 
lawful to and for the said Oovemor or Depaly of the said Gavetnor, and the sud Com- 
pany for the time being, or Ihe greater part of them which then shall lumpen lo be 
present, whereof the Governor of Che aaid Company or hie Depaly for the time being to 
be one, to elect and nominate one of Ihe aaid Company, which shall be Governor of the 
aaid Company for one whole year then next following, whit^ peraon being so elected 
and nominated to be Governor of the said Company as is aforeeud, betbre he be 
admitled lo Ihe execution of Ihe aaid office, shall take a corporal oath belbre Ihe last 
Governor, being his predecessor or hie Deputy, and any three or more of the Com- 
mittee of Ihe aaid Company for Ihe time being, thai he shall from time to lima well 
and truly exeoate Ihe office of Goventor of the said Company in all things concerning 
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■he Bune ; and &Rt immedlslel; ttter the sune okth bo uken, h« shill and may 
eiBcute and nae the said ofBce of QoTemor of the s^ Companj for one whole jear 
ttom thenoe next following : And in like botC ir« will uid grant, that as well STerj one 
of the abore-named to b« of (he said Company or Fellowship, as all others hereaflet to 
be admitted or free of the said Company, shall take a coipotal oath before the Oovsnior 
of the said Company or hia Depntj for the time being to snch effect as by Ifae said 
Oovemor and Company, or the greater part of them, in any pnblic court to be held for 
the aaid Company, shall be in reasonable or legal manner set down and deriaed. before 
&By shall be allowed or admitted to trade or traffic as a freeman of the said Company : 
Ann ruBiHEB wx wili. and grant by these presents, for as, our heirs and snoceeaors, 
unto the said Ooremor and Company, and their saceeaeors, that the said Coremor or 
Deputy Ooiemor, and the rest of the said Company, and their sncceaeors for the time 
being, or the greater part of them, whereof the OoTemor or Deputy OoTemor from 
time to time to be one, shall and mayfhim time to time, and at all times hereafter, 
have power and authority, yearly and ever; year, between the first and last day of 
November, to aaaemble and meet together in some oonvenient place, bom time to time 
to be appointed by the aaid Governor of the said Company, or in his absence by his 
Deputy ; and that they being bo BBaembled, it ahall and ma; be lawfOl to and for the 
said GoTemor or biB Deputy, and the Company for the time being, or the greater part 
of them, which then shall bi^pen to be present, whereof Qie Governor of the said Com- 
pany or his Deputy for the dme being to be one, to elect and nominate seven of the 
eaid Company, which shall be a Committee of the said Company for one whole year 
from then next ensaing, which persona being so elected and nominated to be a Com- 
mittee of the said Company as aforesaid, before they be admitted to the execution of 
their office, abaU take a eoiporal oath before the Governor or his Depnty, and any three 
or more of the said Committee of the said Company, being their last predecessors, that 
they and every of them shall well and faithfully perform their said office of Committeea 
in all thii^a coneemiim the same, and that immediately after the said oath so taken, 
Ibey shall and may eiccnie and ase their said office of Committees of the said Com- 
pany, for one wbole year fh>m thence next following: Aid hobbovbb, onrwill and 
pleasure is, and by these presents, for ns, oar heirs and succesBorB, wb no SBtHT unto 
the said Governor and Company, and their successors, that when and as often as it 
shall happen, the Ooiemor or Depu^-Govemoi of the said Companj for the time 
being, at any time within one year after that he shall be nominated, elected and sworn 
to the office of the Oovemor of the said Company, as is aforesaid, to die or to be 
removed ikom the said office, which QoTemor or Deputy Governor not demeaning him- 
self well in his sud office, we will to be removable at the pleasure of the rest of the 
said Company, or the greater part of them which shall be present at their public 
assemblies, commonly called their General Courts holden for the said Company, that 
then and so ofUn it shall and may be lawful to and for the residue of the said Com- 
pany for the time being, or the theater part of them, within a convenient time after the 
death or removing of any such Governor or Deputy Oovemor, to assemble themselves 
in sacb convenient place as they shall think fit, for the election of the Governor o> 
Deputy Governor of the said Company ; and that the said Company, or the greater part 



D,tradb,G(X)glc 



1S6 

of them, being ihm tuid there present, ehall ind may, then and there, befoR ihefr 
depaitare from the satd place, elect and nomlnMe one other at the said ComiMmj la be 
QoTemar or Depot; Goiemar for ihe said Companf , in the place and alead of him that 
BO died ot wBB remoTed ; Mbitii person being bo elected and nominated to the oAce of 
GoTemor or Depulj QoTemor of Ihe wtid Company, BhsJI hive and eieToiae the said 
ofBce tor ud during the reaidue of the eaid year, taking first a oorporal oath, aa is 
iforeeaid, tor the due execution thereof; Mid thia to be done ttvm time to time m> often 
as the caae ahall go reqoira : And u,ko, onr will and pleaenre ia, and by these preBenls, 
for 118, OUT heirs and sncseaeore, *■ no gntut nnio Ihe said Ooiemor Hid Corapany, 
that when and aa often as it shall happen any person or persons ot Ihe Committee ot 
the said Company tor the time being, at any time vlthin one year next after that they 
or any ot them ahall be nominaled, elected and sirom to the office ot Committee of the 
said Compan; ss is aforesaid, to die or to be remored from die said office, vbieb Com- 
mitlees not demeaning ihemislTea vsU in their said office, we will to be remorable at 
the pleasure ot the said OoTemor and Company, or the greater part of Ihem, whereof 
Ihe OoTemor of the said Company for Ihe time being or bis Depnty to be one, that then 
and so often, it shall and may be lawful lo and tOr the said Governor, and the ml of 
the Company for the time being, or the greater part ot them, whereof the QoTornor for 
Ihe time being or his Deputy to be one, within eonrenient time after the dealh or 
rsmoTing ot any of ihs said Committee, to sasemble thcmselTes in suoh convenient 
place as is or shall be usual and acenslomed fbr the election of the Qoiemor ot the 
said Company, or where else Ihe Oovemor ot the said Compsny for the lime being or 
bie Deputy shiJl appoint : And that the ssid Goremoi and Company, or the giealer 
part of Qieto, whereof the Ooreraor for the time being or his Depnty lo be one, being 
then and there present, shall and may, Ihen and there, before their departure tram the 
said plaoe, elect and nominate one or more of the said Company to be of the Committee 
of the said Company in the place and slead of him or ihem thai so died, or were or was 
BO removed, which persmi or persona so nominated and elected to the office of Com- 
mittee ot the Bald Company ehsll have and eieroiee the eaid office tor and durii^ the 
residue of Ihe said year, taking first a corporal oath, as is aforesaid, for the dne ezecn- 
lion thereof, and this to be done from time to time, so often as the case shall require : 
And to the end the said Governor and Company ot Adventorera of England trading 
into Hudson's Bay may be encouraged lo undertake and effectually to prosecnte Am 
Baid design, of our more especial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, wa SAVI 
given, granted, and confirmed, and by these presents, tor ub, our hcii^, and successors, 
DO gne, grant, and ca^na, unto <lu laid Goveniort and Compant/, and IKeir nmctmri, Iht 
lole Iradt and ammtrce of all tlune tea*, itraili, bayt, risen, lakti, creekt, and iDundi, in 
vrhattoevtr latiiuit they i/iail be, Ihal lit mithin Iht entrance qf the tirmli amwumly calhd 
Hudson'! Sirailt, together vilh ail Ihe landt and Itrrilariet upon Ihe cennlrUi, coatte, and 
confine! s/* Ihe Meat, bayi, lakei, ristrt, creeki and loundt nferttaH, that ate not atreaily 
aelnally paitetitd by or granted la any of oar iubjecli, or poiituei bp Ihe tatgeelt t^ im^ 
other Chrietian Prince or Slate, with the fithing of all ttrtt of Jiih, vhalei, ilurgeeni, and 
all other royal jbAet in Ihe teat, bayt, inUlt and rjieri within Ihe ptitnitei, and Ihe fith 
therein taken, together wilh the royally of the tea upon the eoatlt wilhin Ihe limilt i^ore- 
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mU, and ali mlma rayal, ai trelt dUemertd ai nrf dUcottred, of gold, thtr, gemt, aad 
prteiatu tleiut, fa befomd or diicmitred »i/Ua Ike terriloritt, Imits and plaeti i^oreiatd, 
and that tin Maid land be Jram henafortk rtekantd and reputtd ai one af mr planUtkmt or 
coloniti tn Amtrica, calttd " Rupert' i Land:" Ahd rOBTSKB, wi DO b; these preseuts, 
for na, our heira, and mecessora, make, create and oonBtitale the. said Goveinor and 
Company for the tune being, and their snocessora, the tras and absolole lordB aod pro- 
pristoTB of the lame territory, limiti and pIs«eB atoreaaid, and of all other the piemiBCi, 
BATIKQ iiMija the bith, allegianoe and soreieign dominion due to qb, onr heini and 
■noceaaors, for the aame, to batb, hold, possess and eitjoy the said teiritoiyi limits 
and plaoes, and all and sin^ai other the premises hereby granted aa afotesaid, with 
theii anil erety of their rights, members, jarisdialioiiB, prerogatives, royalties and 
^ipnrtenances whalBOever, to them the said Goremar and Company, and their sdo- 
cesam-s for ever, to bi holdbb of as, oni heirs and saccessors, aa of our manor of 
East Greanwioh, in onr oonu^ of Kent, in bee and DOmmon Boceage, and not in capile 
or by knight's servioe ; iibldiso ibd faiiiq Toarly to ns, our hein and sacoegaon, 
(or the aame, two ellis ajid two black beavera, irhenaoeTer and aa often as «e, our heir* 
and saccessors, shall happen to enter into the giid oountriee, territories and regionB 
hereby granted : And ruBTHBB, onr will and pleasnre is, and by these preaenta, for ns, 
our beira, and aQcceasola, wi do grant nnto Ihs said QoTemor and Company, and to 
their snoeeaeors, that it shall and may be lawtol to and foi the aaid Qoiemor and Com- 
pany, and Iheir aaecesaors, from lime to time, to assemble themselTes, for or abont any 
the jnatlera, eaaaea, affairs or baainesses of the said trade, in any plaee or places for the 
same convenient, within our dominions or elsewbeie, and there to hold court fOr the 
aaid Company, and the affairs thereof ; and that, also, it shall and jasj he lawfdl to 
and for them, and the greatei part of them, being so aaaembled, and that shall then and 
there be present, in any snoh place or places, wbeieof the Govemor or his Deputy for 
the time being to be one, to make, ordain and vonstilnte anch and go many reasonable 
laws, oonstitutions, otdeia a^d ordinanoeB as to them, or the greater part of them, beii^ 
then and there pieaent, shall eeem neoessary and oonvenient for the good gOTermnent 
of the said Company, and of aU governors of oolonies, torts and plantations, ttotani, 
masteni, mariners and other oScere employed or to be employed iu any of the terri- 
tories and lands aforesaid, and in any of their voyages ; and for the better advancement 
and continuance of the said trade or traffic and plantatione, and the aame laws, eonsti- 
tntions, orders and ordinances so made, to put in, use ajid execute accordingly, and Bt 
their pleaaurs to revoke and alter the same or any of them, e« the oooaaion shall 
require : And that the said Oovemor and Company, so often as they shall make, ordun 
or establish any naeh 1s«i, eonstitutiona, orders and ordinances in such form aa afore- 
said, shall and may lawfiiUy impose, ordain, limit, and provide anch paina, penalties 
and pimiahments upon all offenders, contrary to ench lavs, constitutions, orders and 
ordinances, or any of ihem, aa to the said Ooveinoi and Company for the time being, or 
die greater part of them, then and there being preaent, the said Oovarnor or hia Deputy 
being alwaya one, ehall seem necessary, requisite or convenient for the obssrration of 
the same laws, constitutions, orders, and ordinances ; and the same fines and amercia- 
ments shall and may, by their officers and servants from time to time to be appointed for 
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thai pnrpow, levj, take nnd have, to llie use of (he aud OoremoT and Cmnpanj, and 
Iheir Bnccesaora, itiLhont the itnpcdiiueiit of aa, our hsira, or Bocosason. or of any the 
officera or mimaterg of n», oar beirs or suoocBSora, and williaat any acsonnt therefore to 
us, our heirs, or Bucceaaora, to be made : All and singulai which laws, dmatitntiona. 
ordera and ordinances, so aa afweaaid lo be made, irs vilx to be dnl j observed and kept 
under the pains and peneltiea therein lo be oontainedi ao alwaja aa the Baid lava, 
conatitnlionB, orders and ordinances, finea and amerciaments, be leasonable. andnotcon- 
Irarr or repngnant, bnt aa near w may be agreeable to the Uwb, statates or caBloma of 
this OUT realm: Aid ruBTBBBMOBa, of our ample Mid abundant grace, oerbun 
knowledge and mere motion, wb havb granted, and by theae presenta, for ns, our heirs 
and sacoessors, no gnmt unto the said Oovemor and Company, and their saccessorB, 
that Ihcy and their aoeceasora, and their factors, serruite and agenia, for them and on 
their behalf, and not otherwise, ihaU for evtr htnt^Ur havt, vtt and etfjoy, not only fA« 
icltele, entire and oniy trvde and traffic, and the Brhole, entire and only liberty, vu aad 
privilege of trading and tragicking to andfrom (Ac territory, limiit and flactt (^foretaid; 
bid alto the tcluile and entire tradt and traffic to andfiom all Aacmi, iayi, erttki, riccra, 
laket and ttai, into tphich they thaUJind entrance or pottage by water or land out of the 
territoritt, UwtUt or placet aforetaid; and to and leith alt the nativet and pei^ inhabiting, 
or tcAtcA Mali inhabit wiilm Iht terrUoriee, limili and placet afiretaid ; and lo and icith 
ait other nntiefw inhoMtlny any the coatti adjacent to (Ac laid territoriei, limilt and 
placet which are m^ already pouetted at aforetaid, or ichereof the tole liberty or privilege 
of trade and traffic it not granted to any other qf our tubjectt ; AsD wi, of oiT Jvrther 
royal fapotir, and of our more eipeeial grace, certain hioicledge and mere motion, havb 
granted, and by thete pret^itt, for w, ovr hetTs and succewnt, Do grant to the taid 
Chvemor and Company, and to their moceaort, that neither the taid territoriet, limiit and 
placet, hereby granted at aforetaid, nor any part thereof, nor the iilondi, haeent, portt, 
ciliet, toamt or placet thereqf or therein contained, thall bt viiiled,fregvented or haatited 
by any of the lubjeelt of ui, our hein or luccetton, eonlrary lo the true meaning of Ihcie 
preienit, and Ay virtue of our prerogative royal, which we mill not have in that behaff 
argued or brought into qveition : Wl sibiitli charge, command and prohibit, for na, 
onr heiia and auooessors, all the snbjeds of us, oar hairs and Bacaeeaora, of what degree 
or quality soerar they be, that none of them, direolly or indireetly, do lisit, hamit, 
(tequent or trade, traffic or adTentore, by way of merchandize, into or tnaa any of the 
said territories, limits or places hereby granted, or any or either oT them, other than the 
said Goiemor and Company, and aueh partionlar personB as now be or hereafter ahall 
be of that Company, their agenta, factors and aaaigna, nnless it be b; the licence and 
agreement of the said Oovemor end Company in miting first had and obtained, mider 
their common seal, to be granted, npou pain that every sach person or persons that 
shall trade or traffic into or from any of the countrieB, territoricB or limits aforesud, 
olhei than the said Oovemor and Company and iheii aaccesaors, sbsll incur our indig- 
nation, and the forfeiture and the loss ot ths goods, mercbandiiaa and other things 
irtiataaever, whieh ao shall be brongfat into this realm of England, or any the dominiona 
of the same, contrary to our s^d prohibition, or the porport or troe meaning of theae 
preaents, for wbich the said Qoremor uid Company shall Bnd, take and seite in other 
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plutsB oat of our dominiana, where the said Comput;, their igents, ttcton o: 
ibRll trade, tnSe or inhabit bj virtae of these oni letten p&taut, u klso the dJp and 
ships, with the fnmitaie thereof irtkerein ineh gooda, menihuidiiet and oOier thing! 
ehall be broo^t and foond ; the one-hilf of all the aaid forfeiloreB to be to na, our 
heire and mcoeBsorB, and the other half thereof *■ do b; theu presaula elearlj and 
wholly, for ne, oor heirs ajid anccesson, give and grant unto the said Oovemor and 
Companj, and their sucoeisora: Aao tubthbb, all and erer; die said offenders, fM 
their said oontempt, to suffer such other pnniehment as to ns, our heirs and soeoesson, 
for BO high a contempt, shall aeem meet and contenient, and not to be in anjwiae 
delivered until thej and sierj of them shall beoome boimd unto the said OoTemor for 
the time being in the snm of One ihonsaikd pounds at the least, at no time then after 
to trade or traSo into any of the said plaoeB, setts, straits, baje, ports, baTens or tsiri- 
tories aforesaid, contrar; to our express eommandment in that belkalf set down and 
published: Ann rcBTBan, of onr mors especial grace, wi havb oondeBsended and 
granted, and bj these presents, for as, our heirs and sniMiessora, do grant nnto the said 
Governor and Company, and their eacosssors, that we, onr heirs and snecessors, will not 
grant liberty, lieence or power to any person or persons iriiatsoever, contrary to the 
tenor of these onr letters patent, to trade, traffic or inhabit, unto or npon any the terri- 
tories, limits or places atbre apeoified, eiMMrary to the tme meaning of these prescEOla, 
without the oODBent of the s^d Ooremor and Company, or the most part of them; 
And, of onr more abtmdant grace and favour to the said GoTemor and Company, wi 
DO hereby declare onr will and pleasare to be, that if it shall so bqipen that any of the 
persona tret or to be free td the s^d Company of AdTeatnrers of England trading into 
Hudson's Bay, iriio shall, liefore the going forth of any ship or ships qipointed for A 
ToiAOK or otherwise, promise or agree, by writing under his or their hands, to adven- 
ture any snm or sums of money towards the fomiahing any provision, or mainCenanee 
of ajiy voyage or voyages, set forth, or to be set forth, or intended or meant to be set 
tordi, by the said Governor and Company, or flie mote part of Aem present at ooy 
pnblie assembly, Dommonly called their Qenersl Court, shall not within the space of 
twenty days next after warning given to him or ihem by the said Governor or Company, 
or their known officer or minialer, bring in and deliver to the Treasnrer or Treasurers 
appointed for tfie Company, anch aums of money as shall have been expressed and set 
down in writii^ by die said person or peraous, Bnhacribed with the name of said 
Adientnier or Adventurers, that then and at all times after it shaU and may be lawftil 
to and for the said Qovemor and Company, or the more part of them present, whereof 
the said Governor or his Depnty to be one, at any of their Qeneral Courts or General 
Assembllee, to remove and disfranchise him or them, and every snch person and persons 
at their wills and pleasures, and he or they so removed and disfranchised not to be 
permitted to trade into the coontriea, territories and limits aforesaid, or any part thereof, 
nor to have any advenCore or stock going or remaining with or amongst the said 
Company, without the special licence of the said Governor and Company, or Qit more 
part of them present at any General Court, first had and obtained in that behalf, any 
thing before in these presents to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding ; Abd 
OUR WILL AHD PLiAsDHi IS, and hereby wa do slao ordain, that it shall and may be 
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Uwful to and far (he said G-oTenior and Compuij, oi the gieater part of Ihem, wbeieof 
Ihe OoTcmai for the time being oi hie Depaly to be one, to admit into and to be of the 
aaid Companf all sach seriaDta or faotoie, of or for tbe said Company, and all anch 
othen *a to them or Ihe most part of them present, at any aoort held tor the aald 
Company, Ihe Ooremor ot his depaly being one, ahaJl be thooght fit end agreeable 
vrilh the orders and ordinances made and to be made tor the goTerument of the said 
Company: Akd fubiheb, om will and pleasure is, and by these presents, for us, our 
heirs and sacoessors, WB Do grant unto Ihe aald OoTemor and Computj, and to tbeii 
snooeesora, that it shall and may be lawfiil in all elections and bya-laws to be made by 
the Oenetal Court of the AdTSDturers of Ihe said Company, that every person idiall have 
a nmnber of toIos aoiKirding la his stock, Ihat is to say, for every hundred pounds by 
him anbaeribed or brought into the present stoek, one vole, and that any of those lhat 
have subsoribed less than One hundred poonda may join their respective sums to make 
up One hundred pounds, and have one vole jointly fat Ihe same, and not olberinise : 
Ahd ruBiHEB, of our espenial giaee, oertain luiowledge and mere motion, wx DO foi 
ns, oar heira and ancceasors, grant to and with the said Qovemor and Company of 
Adventorere of Enf^and trading into Hudson's Bay, that all lands, islands, territories, 
plantations, forte, forti£eations, fiwitories or oolonies, where the said Company's fae- 
loriea and trade are or shall be, within any the ports or places afore limited, shall be 
immediately and from henceforth nndei the power and command of the said Governor 
and Company, their sncoessora and assigns ) bavih d the faith and allegiauee dae to be 
performed to ug, otu heirs and anceeasora aforeaaid ; and that the said Oorenior and 
Company shall bavs liberty, fall power and authority to appoint and eatabliah Governors 
and all other ofBcers to govern them, and that Qie Qoreraor and hia Council of the 
■ereral and lespeetive places where the s^d Company shall have plantations, torts, 
factories, colonies or places of trade within any the countries, lands or lerritoriea hereby 
granted, may have power to judge all persons belonging to the said Governor and 
Company, or Ihat sbsll live under Ihem, in all causes, whether civil or criminal, 
according to the laws of this kingdom, and to execute justice accordingly; and in case 
any crime or misdemeanor shall be committed in any of Ihe said Company's plantations, 
forts, faelorios or places of trade within the limita efereaUd, where jadieature euinot be 
executed for wont of a Goremor and Cooocil there, then in such ease it shall and may 
be lawful foi Ihe chief Factor of that place and his Council lo transmit the party, 
together with the offfenee, to such other plantation, factory or fort where there shall be a 
Governor and Council, where justice may be executed, or into this kingdom of England, 
as shall be thooght most convenient, there lo receive Bueh punishment as the nature of 
his offence shall deaerre: Aed mobbovsk, our will and pleasore is, and by these 
presents, for OS, onr heim and snocessora, ws no oith and grant unto the said Gover- 
nor and Company, and their snccessore, tiee liberty and licence, in case they conceive 
it necessary, to send either ships of war, men or ammunition, unto any their planta- 
tions, forts, factories or places of trade aforesaid, for Ihe seaniity and defence of the 
same, and to chooee commanders and offlcere over them, and to give them power and 
authority, by commisBion onder their common seal, or otherwise, to continue Or make 
peace or war with any prince or people whatsoever, that ore not Christians, in sny 
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pluwB vliete ihe said Compuij iihall lute any plintation*, fotU or fBctories, or 
(i^ueDt tbercimto, as ahill be most for the adTuitage aod benefit of Ihe said OoTemor 
and Companjr, and of their trade ; and aJso to ri^l and reeompenss tLemselTSg npon 
the gaoSM, eatatea or people of those parts, by wbnm [he said Oovenior and Companj 
■ball eaatain any iiyary, loM or damage, or Qpoii an; o^ei people vhataoeTer that dull 
any my, oontraiy to the intent of these presents, inteirapt, tirong or injure tbem in 
their SMd trade, within Ihe said places, territories and limits granted by this Charter : 
And that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said QoTemor and Company, and 
their saooeasora, from dma to time, and at aU limes from henoebrtb, to erect and bnild 
sneh castles, fortificaliona, forts, garriaons, oalamea or plantations, towns or Tillages, 
in any parts or plaoes within the limits and bounds granted before in tbeae presents 
imto the said Oovemor and Company, as they in their discretion ahall think fit and 
reqniaite, and for Ihe supply of ansh aa ahall be needful and conTenieat, (o keep and be 
in the same, to send out of this kingdom, to Ihe said castles, forts, fortificationB, 
garriaona, colonies, plantations, towns of Tillages, all kinds of clothing, proTiaton of 
Tictnala, ammunition and implements necessary for snch purpose, paying the dntiea and 
cnstome for Ihe same, as alao to transport and carry orer Bach nnmbei of men, being 
willing thereimta, or not prohibited, as they ahall think fit, and also In goiem them ia 
soch legal and reasonable manner as tbe said QoTemor and Company ahall think beat, 
and to inflict pnniahment tor misdemeanras, or impose such fines upon them for breach 
of their orders, as in these presenta are fbnnsrly expressed ; Aim tdbihib, our will 
and pleaanre is, and by these presents, for ns, our heirs and succesBors, wi no grant 
nnto tbe said OoTemor and Company, and to their aacceasorB, full power and lawful 
aathority to aeiae npon the persons of all anch English, or any other oar aubjects which 
shall sail into Hudson's Bay, or inhabit in any of the conntriea, islands or territories 
hereby granted to the saidOoTemor and Company, without their leave and licence in that 
behalf first had and obtained, or that shall contemn or disobey their orders, and send 
them to England ; and that all and eTery person or persona, being oni an^ects, any 
ways employed by Ihe aaJd GoTcmor and Company, within any Ihe paita, places and 
limits aforesaid, sball be liable unto and suffer Bach pimtshment for any offences by them 
committed in the parts aforesaid, as the Piesident and Council (or ihe said QoTemor 
and Company there shall think fit, and the merit of the offence ahall reqnirs, as afore- 
s^d; and in case any person or persons being convicted and aenleneed by the Preai- 
denl and Counoil of the said Oovemor and Company, in the oonntries, lands or limits 
aforesaid, iheix faotors or ^enta there, for any ofiience by them done, shall appeal fMm 
the aame, that ^en and in such case it shall and may be lawful to and for Ihe said 
President and Cooncil, factors or agents, to seiis upon him or them, and to carry him 
or them home priaoners into England, to the b^ Governor and Company, there to 
leoeiTe such condign ptmlshment as his cause shall require, and Ihe law of this nation 
allow of ; and for the better discovery of abuses and injuries to bs done imto Ihe said 
Oovemor and Company, or their successors, by any aerrant by them to be employed in 
the said Toyages and planta^oos, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said 
Governor and Company, and Ibcii respectiTe Piesident, Chief Agent or Governor in the 
parts aforesaid, lo examine npon oath all factors, maatere, pursers, soperoargooE, com- 
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Dumdera of cutlea, lora, tortiflcBtions, pluilatiODB or coloniea, or other persons, 
tonobing oi conceniii^ any m&ttfr or thing in which by lair or ns«ge ui oath may be 
idmiaiBlered, so as the said oath, and the matter therein oantained, be not repugnant, 
but agieeable to the laws of this leahn : Ahd wb do hereby sirailly diarge and 
oommand aU and lingular oar AdmiralB, Vioe-Admirals, JuslJcea, Mayors, Sheiiffe, 
Constables, Baili^ and all and singular olhei our officers, ministers, liege men and 
snbjeots whataoever, to be aiding, faTonring, helping and assisting to the said QoTcmor 
and Company, and to their sucoessars, and to their deputies, officers, factors, asrrant*, 
assigns and ministera, and every of them, in executing and enjoying the premises, ai 
well on land as on sea, from time to time, when any of you shEdl thereunto be required; 
IVT Statdti, act, ordinance, proviso, proclamation or restraint heretofore had, made, 
set forth, ordained or provided, or any other matter, cause or thing whatsoever to the 
oonmry in anywise notwitliBtBuding. Ih WitHssa whsbsov we have oaused these 
ODi Letters to be made Potent. Withkss ouBsKLr at Westminster, the second day of 
May in tbe two -and- twentieth year of our reign. 

By Writ of Priiy Seal 

PIGOTT. 



Cbovk Gbuit to the Hddboh's Bit Cohfaki of the excloBiTe Trade with the Indians 
in certun parts of North America, for a further term of Twenty-one Years, and 
upon the Burrender of a former Grant. 
TioiOBia B. 

(l. a.) VtcTOBiA, by the Qracs of God of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Ireland Qaeen, Defender of the Faith. 
To all to whom these Presents shall come, greeting. 
Whebias, by on Act passed in the Session ot Parliament holden in the first and 
second year of the reign of bis late Majesty King Geo^ the Fonrth, intituled, " An 
Act for regulating the Fnr Trade, and establishing a Criminal and Civil Jorisdiclion 
within certain parts of North America," it was amongst other things enacted, that from 
and after the passing ot the said Act, it should be lawful for his said Majesty, his heirs 
or sacoessors, to make Grants, or give his or their Boyal Licence, under the band and 
seal of one of his or their Prinoipsl Secretaries of State, to any body corporate or com- 
pany, or person or persons, of or for the exclusive privilege of trading with the Indiana 
in all such ports of North America as should be specifled in any such Grants or 
Licences, respectively, not being pan of the lands and lenilories theretofore granted to 
the Oovemor and Company of Adventuiars of England, trading to Hudson's Bay, and 
not being part ot any of our Provinces in North America, or of any lands or territories 
belonging to the United States of Araerioa, and that all such Grants and Licences 
should be good, valid and effbctoal tor tbe purpose ot secnring to all sooh bodies cor- 
porate, or companies or persons, the sole and exelosive privilege of trading with the 
Indians in all aach parts ot North America (except as thereinafter excepted) as should 
be specifled in snch Grants or Licences, any thing contained in any Act or Acts of 
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Partitment, or ui; law to the contrarj notwithBtuidin^ ; and it ma farther enacted, 
that DO each Ontnt or Licence made or given bj bis laid H^eatj, his heirs or aacces- 
8ors, of any ancb eiolueive privilegea of trading with the Indians in eaoh parts of North 
Ameriea as aforesaid, should be made or given toi anj lon^r period than 31 reaia, and 
DO tent ahould be reqaired or demanded for or in mapeot of any BDoh Grant or Licence, 
or any priTileges given thereby under the proviaiona of the aaid Uit for the first period of 
SI years; and it was further enacted, that from and after the paeaing offlie ■aidAct, Ae 
OovemoT and Company of Adventurera trading to Hndaon'a Bay, and every body eor- 
porate and company and person to whom any ench Orant or LioenM should be made 
or given as afbreaaid, ahoold respeotiTely keep aocorate registers of all persons in iheii 
employ in any parts of North America, and should once in eaeh year retnm to the 
Frlnoipal Seoretariea of State accniate dnplicatea of snch registers, and should also 
enter into tnch aeBnrity as should be required for the dne ezeenlion of all proeessee 
oriminal and civil, as well within the territories included with any anch Orant, h within 
those granted by Charter to the Governor and Company of Adventares of England 
trading to Hudson's Bay, and (or the producing or delitering Into safe custody, for the 
purpoee o1 trial, all persona in Iheir employ or acting under their authority, who should 
be charged with any criminal oBenoe, and also for the dae and faithful observance of 
all anch roles, regulations and stipulations as should be contained in any snch Orant 
or Licence, eilbci for gradually diminisbing and ultimately preventing the eale or 
distribution of spiritnons liquors to the Indians, or for promoting their moral and 
religious improvement, or for any other object which might be deemed necessary for 
the remedy or prevention of any other evila which had hitherto been found to exist : 
And whereas it was in the said Act recited, that by a contention entered into between 
his gaid late Majesty and the United States of America, it was stipulated and agreed, 
that every country on the North-west coasts of America to tbe westward of the Stony 
Mountains should be free and open to the eitlzena and eubjecta of the two powers for 
the term of leu years from the dale of the signature of that convention; and it wae 
Iheretbre enacted, that nothing in the eaid Act contained should be deemed or oonstmed 
to authorize any body corporate, company or person to whom hia aaid M^ealy mi^t, 
nnder the provisions of the said Act, malie or grant or give a Lioence ot exclusive trade 
with the Indiane in such parts of North America as aforesaid, to claim or exercise any 
snch BKcluaive trade within the limits specified in the said article, to the prejudice or 
eiclnaion of any citizena of the said United Stales of America who might be eug^ed 
in the said trade ; with a proviso, that no British aabject sbonld trade witb the Indians 
within such limits withont such Grant or Licence aa waa by the said Act required : 

And whereas by an instrument under the hand and seal ot tbe Bight Honuorable 
Earl Balhorst, then one of his eaid late M^esty's Secretaries of State, and dated the 
0th day of Decemlwr 1821, after reciting therein, as or to the effect aforesud, and also 
reciting that the aaid Governor and Company of Adventurers of England trading to 
Hudaon's Bay, and certain Aasociations of persona trading under the name of " The 
North-west Company of Montreal," had respectively extended the for trade over many 
parts of North America which had not been before explored, and that the competition 
in tbe said trade had been found, for eome years then past, to be productive of greu 
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jncODTeDieuce BJid loas, not odIj to (he said Compauj uid Asaooiations, bnt to the Raid 
trade in gsneral. and also of great ii^ury to Ihe native Indians and of other penons bis 
said Mtyesty's sabjeaU ; and that the said Govemoi and Companj of AdTentarera 
(radiag to Hudson's Bay; and William M'QilliTrsy ot Montreal, in tbe Frorince of 
Lowet Canada, esqiura; Simon M'Oillivray, of Suffolk Lane, in the cit; of London, 
merchant) and Edward Ellice, of Spriug-graidena, in the ooQDtj at Hiddlesei, eeqnire; 
bad repreeented to his said MigeBt; that the; had antersd into eta agreement, on the 
aOlh daj of Marsh last, for pntUng bd end to the said oompelition, and carrjing on the 
said trade far 31 years, commencing with the outfit of 18SI, and ending with the 
retnme of the outfit of 1641, to be carried on in the name of the said Oofemor and 
Company eiolasively, and Chat the eaid Goyemor and Company, and William 
U'GilliTray, Simon M'GiUiTray and Edwaiii Elliaa had humbly besought hie Baid late 
Majesty to make a Grant uid gitt hia Boyal Lioenne to them jointly of and for the 
Bielusi»e privilege of trading with the Indians in North America, under the reslrictiona 
and upon the (eims and conditiona specified in the said recited Act : hia said late 
Majeaty, being deBimuB of encouraging the said trade, and remedying the evils which 
bad ariaen from the cocnpetition which had theretofore existed therein, did give and 
grant hb Boyal Licenoe, nnder the hand and seal of one of his Frinoipal Secietaries of 
State, to the aaid Goiernor and Company, and William M'Gillivray Simon M'Gillivray 
and Edward ElUce, tor Ihe eiclnslve privilege ot trading with the Indiana in all inch 
parts of North America to the northward and to Ihe weatward of Ihe said landa uid 
lerritoriae bebnging to Ihe United Slates of America, as abonld not form part of Buy of 
bia aaid Majesty's Provinces in North America, or of any lands and lerriloriea belonging 
to the said United States of America, or to any European govemmeut, state or power; 
and his said late Majesty did also give and grant and secure to the aaid Governor and 
Company, and William M'Gilliviay, Simon M'Gillivray and Edward Ellice, the aole 
and eicluaiTB priyilege, for the toll period of 21 years from the date of that Grant, at 
trading with the Indians in all such puis of North America as aforesud (except aa 
thereinafter excepted), and did thereby declare that no rent should be required or 
demanded tor or in respect ot that Grant and Licence, or any privileges given thereby 
Ibr the said period of 21 years, but that the said Governor and Company of Adventurers 
trading to Hudson's Bay, and the said William M'Gillivray, Simon M'Gillivray, and 
Edward Ellice, should, during Ihe period of that Grant and Licence, keep accorate 
legiaters of all personB in Iheir employ in any porta of North Amarica, and should once 
in each year return lo his aaid Majesty's Secretary of State accnrale duplicates of sncb 
registers, and enter into and give security lo hie said Majesty, his heirs and successors 
in the penal sum of i:.50OO for ensming, bb far aa in. them might lay, or u they 
could by their authori^ over the servants and persons in Iheir employ, the due execu- 
tion ot all criminal processes, and of every civil process in any sail where the matter in 
dispute shall exceed £.300, by the ofScers and persons legally empowered lo ezecale 
aueh processes within all the territoriee included in that Grant, and for the producing 
or delivering into custody for purpoaea of trial all persons in iheir employ or acting 
under theii authority within the said lerritories, who should be chafed with any 
criminal offence ; and his said Majesty did thereby require that the said Governor and 
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Company, nad WJUlBan M'GUliTTay, Simon M'Oillivra; uiil Edward Ellice, shonld, as 
EooD aa the Bune oould b« conTenientlj' done, make and BObmil for hig said Mt^esQ's 
cooaideration and approval, anch mlea and legulatioDB for the msiiageiaeDt and carrjing 
on of the said ftir trade with Uu ludiuia, and the conduct of the persons emplojed by 
them therein, as might appear Ia his said Majesty to be effeetaal Tor diminiBhing or 
preventing the sale- or distribution of spiiitaana liquors to the Indians, and for pro- 
moting their moral and religiotu improvement ; and hie aaid M^eaty did therehy 
deolare> that nothing in that OranC contained should be deemed or eonstnicd to authorize 
(he said Oovemor and Company, and William M'Oiilivray, Simon U'OillivTay and 
Edward Ellice, or any persons in their employ, to claim or exercise any trade with the 
Indians on the Monh-vest ooast of America to the westward of the Stony Hoimtains, 
to the prgadioe or eiclosiOD of any oitizeaa of the United Stales of Ameiiea who 
might be eng^(fld in the said trade { and providing also by the now recitii^ Giant, that 
no Briliah Babjects other than and except the said Qovemor and Company, and the said 
WiUisin H'GilliTTay, Simon M'Gillivray and Edward Ellice, and the persons authorized 
to carry on eidoeivs trade by them on Oranl, shoold trade with the Indians within such 
limits dnring the period of that Oiant; 

And whereas the said Ooremoi' and Company have acquired to themselves all the 
rights and interests of the said William M'Gillivray, Simon M'Gillivray and Edward 
Ellice, under the said recited Grant, and the aaid Ooiemor and Company having 
humbly beaonght as to accept a surrender of the said nut, and in omsideratiDn 
thereof to make a Giant to them, and to give to iLeni our Boyal Licence and aalhori^ 
of and foi the like exclusive privilege of trading with the Indiana in North Amerioa, 
for tbe like period and upon similar lerme and conditions to thoae apecifled and 
referred to in the aaid recited Grant : Now Esow tb. That in consideration of the 
aunender made to Qfl of the said reoiled Grant, and being deaiiona <^mamragmg the 
(airf trade, and pf j/nvtnling at much at pottible o recurrence of the evib mentioned or 
referred to in the said recited Grant ; as also in consideration of the yeaily rent herein- 
after leaerred to ua, We do bereliy grant and give our Licence, under the band and 
aeal of one of our Principal Seoretaiies of State, to the aaid Oovemoi and Company, 
and (heir sncoeaaors, for tbe exclusive privilege of trading with the Indiana in all aach 
parts of North Ameiico, to the northwaid and to the wastvaid of the lands and teiri- 
torica belonging to tbe United States of America, as shall not form part of any of onr 
piovincea in North America, oi of any lands or teiritoiiea belongii^ to the said dnited 
States of America, or to any Enropean goveimnant, state or power, but salq)eat never- 
theless as beieinaftei mentioned ; And we do by these piesents give, giant and secure 
to the said Oovernor and Company, and their Bacceaaoia, the sole and exclusive 
privilege, for the full period of 31 years Avm the data of this our Onmt, of trodii^ 
with the Indians in all such parts of North America as aforesaid (except as hereinafter 
mentioned] : And we do hereby declare, that no rent shall be required or demanded 
far or in respect of this our Grant and Licence, or any privileges given lhei«by, for the 
firat four years of ibe aaid lenn of 21 years; and we do hereby reserve to onrselves, 
our heirs and succesaors, for the remainder of (he said term of 21 years, the yearly rent 
01 aum of 9j. to be paid by the aaid Govemoi and Company, or their aaccessois, on 
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the firat d>j of Jane in eTei; jeiu, into onr Eioheqaer. on the weatml of ob> ooi heirs 
and sncceasors { and we do hereb; declare, ihu the said Ooiemoi and Compaiiy, and 
their Buccessore, shall, during the period of this oar Grant ahd Licence, keep acauraU 
registers of all persons in their emploj in anj parts of North America, snd shall once in 
each year retam to our Secretory of State accarate doplicales of such registers ; and 
shall also enter into and give secuiitj to na, onr heirs and successors, in the penal sum 
of iC.OOOO, for ensuring, as far sa in them may lie, or aa they can by their authority 
over the aerranta and persona in their employ, the due execution of all criminal tad 
oivil procesaea by the officers and persons legally empowered to eiecute such pro- 
cesses within all the territories included in this our Clrant, and for the prodnoing or 
delixerii^ into custody for the porpoaes of trial tH persons in their employ or acting 
onder their authority within the said territories who shall be chafed with any oriininal 
offence : And we do also hereby require, that the aaid Ooiemor and Company, and 
their auccessora, ahsll, aa soon as the same can be cooTeuiently done, make and submit 
fbr our consideration and approTal such rules and regulations for the management and 
carrying on the said fur trade with the Indiana, and the conduct of the persona 
employed by them therein, aa msj appear to ua to be effsclual for diminishing or 
prerenting the sale or distribution of spiritous tiqums to the Indians, and for promoting 
their moral and religions improTement ; But we do hereby declare, that nothing in this 
onr Grant contained shall be deemed or construed to authoriae the said Governor snd 
Company, or their snccesaors, or any persons in their employ, to claim or exercise any 
tnide with the Indians on the North-west coaat of America (o the westward of the 
Stony Uouutains, to the pnyndice or eidnsion of any of the ealiijecta of any foreign 
states, who, under or by force of any convention for the time being between ns and 
such foreign states respectiTely, may be entitled to and ehall be engaged in the said 
trade: Prorided nerertbeleas, and we do hereby declare our pleasare to be, that 
nothing herein contained shsll extend or be construed to prevent the eslablisbment by 
us, our heirs or successors, within the territories aforesaid, or any of them, of any 
colony or colonies, province or provinces, or for annexing any part of the aforeaaid 
territories to any eiisling colony or colonies to ns, in right of our Imperial Crown, 
belonging, or for constituting any such form of civil goveimnent as to us may seem 
meet, wiSiin any snch colony or colonies, province or provinces : 

And we do hereby reserve to us, our heirs and saccessors, f\Ul power and aathority to 
revoke these presents, or any part thereof, in so for as the same may embrace or extend 
to any of the lerritotiea aforesaid, which may hereafter be comprised within any colony 
or colonies, province or provineee aa aforesaid : 

It being nevertheless hereby declared, that no British subjects other than and except 
the said Governor and Company, and their succeasora, and the persone authorized to 
carry on exclusive trade by them, shall trade with the Indians during the period of this 
OUT Grant within the limita aforesaid, or within that port thereof which shall not he 
oomprieed within any such colony or provioee as aforesaid. 

Given at our Court at Buckingham Palace, 30th day of May I83B. 
By Her H^eaty'a command. 

(I., a.) (Signed) GLENBLG. 
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c. 

Copt of Ibe Tbbatt belween Set Majeatj rhiI [he TTBited StBtea of Americt, for Ihe 
SettlemeDt of the Oregon Baund&rj. Signed »t WuhingtoD, June Ifi, 1846. 
lUtiDcMions exchanged at Landau, July 17, 1840. ProEHiuted to lioth Houses of 
Pkrliamaut bj Command of Hei Miyestf , 1840. 



[N.B<— 0^ thit Ireatg U aill bt ■«« thai Iht Hiufian'a Bay Cempanii aiont, or thou 
Britiih mhjeett trading with them, are enlltkd to naolgale the northern branch of lie 
Columbia River to the i9lh parallel; thai thit right it not getural to the peopU of the 
United Kingdom; and that the privilege that acquired it in ferpetiaty, at the Charier 
of 2 Mag 1670, ander which the Company it cBnilituted " la fob hvsb."— B. M. 

Hei Mqeitj the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
Ibe United Slates of America, deeming it to be desirable for the futnre welfare of both 
countriea, that Hie state of doubt and nncertainty which has hitbeila prevailed respect- 
ing the aoTereignty and GoTemment of the Tenitorj on the Norlh-weal Coast of 
America, lying westward of the Bockf or Stony Mountains, should be finally terminated 
by an amicable compiomiae of Ihe rights mntaally aaserled by the two Parlies orei the 
said Territory, hare rcapectively named Fleoipotentiaries to treat and agree concerning 
the terma of sach settlement, that is to aay : — 

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland has, on 
Her part, appointed the Bight Honourable Richard Pakenham, a Member of Hei 
Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, and Her Majesty's Envoy Eitraordinarj and 
Muiislei Plenipotentiary to the United Stales ; and the President of Ibe United Btates 
of America has, on his part, famished with full powers, James Buchanan, Secretary 
of State at the United Stales; who, after having communicated to each other Iheit 
respective toll powers, found in good and due form, have agreed upon and conclnded 
the following Articles : — 



From the point on the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, when Ihe boundary laid 
down in existing Treaties and Conventions between Great Britain and the United 
States tetminatea, the line of boundary between the territories of Her Britannic Majesty 
and those of the Untied Stales shall be continued westward along the aaid forty-ninth 
parallel of north latitude, to the middie nf the channei which separates the continent 
from Vancouver's Island ; and ihence loutherlj), through Ihe middle of the laid channel, 
and of Fuca's Straits, to the PaoiGo Ocean; provided, however, that Ihe nav^ation of 
the whole of the said channel and straits, south of the forty-ninth paraJlel of norlli 
latitude, remain free and open to both Parties. 
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Abticlb II. 
From the point at wbicit the foitj-niiith parallel of north Utitnda ahftll be found to 
intersect tlie great DOitliRin branch of the Colombia fiiTer, tit nouijafim of tht, laid 
branch shall be free and open to the Hadsen's Bay Company, and to all British mbjeeli 
trading uiilh the same, to the point -where the said branch meets the main stream <if the 
Columbia, and thence down the said main stream to the ocean, with free acceii into and 
through the said river r>r risers; it being nnderatnod, that sU the osaal portages along 
the line tlioa described, shall in like maoner be tree and open- 
In oHvigsting the eaid riier or rivets, Biiliah aubj«c(s, vith (heir goods and produce, 
shall be treated on the same foaling aa citizens of the United States ; it being, how- 
ever, always understood, that nothing in this Article shall be construed as preventuig, 
or intended to prevent, the Govetmnent of the United Stales ftom maldng soy regula- 
tions respecting the navigation of the eaid river or rivets, not inconsistent with the 
present Treaty. 

Abtiols hi. 

In the future appropriation of the territory Boulh of the forty-ninth parallel of nortli 
latitude, aa provided in the First Article of this Treat j, the possessory rights of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, and iff all British subject! aha nay be alreadi/ in the occupation nf 
land or other property Utufully acquired ailhin the said territory, shall be respected. 

AaiiOLB IV. 

The farms, landi, and other property of etery deicriptiim, belonging to the Pugef's Sound 
Jgricullurat Company, en the ncrth side of the Columbia Rirer, shall be coTffinned to the 
said Company. In ease, heuieter, the tituatlen ^ those farms and lands should it con- 
sidered by Ihi United Slates to be of public aadpolitical importance, and the United Slated 
Qovemment should signify a desire to obtain possession qf t?ie whole or of any part theret^t 
the property so required shall be transferred to the said Government at a proper tahation, 
to be agreed upon between the parties. 



The present Treaty shall be ratified by her Britannia U^esty, and by the President 
of the Dnitad States, by and with the advice and consent of (ho Senate thereof; and 
the ratifications shall be exchanged at London at the expiration of six mouths from the 
date hereof, or sooner if possible. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiuies have signed the same, and have 
affixed thereto the seals of their anas. 

Done at Washington, the fifteenth day of June, in the jear of our Lord one tboosand 
eight hundred and forty-six. 

RICHARD PAKINOHAM. (i, s.) 
JAMES BUCHANAN. (t. s.) 
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Bolu, Dsin Chabtbb for the Colonization of Tanitonvei'B TBlmd. 

TicTOBiA, by the Grace of God of tlia Dnileil Kingdom of Great Britun and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, to all towhom these piegeiitB shaJloome, greeting; 'Whereas 
by the Royal Charter or letlere patent of his lale Majesty King Charles the Second, 
bearing date the Snd day of May, in the 23nd year of his reign, his said late Majesty 
did (amoi^t other things) ordain end deelaie that the GoTemor and Company of 
AdrentnrerB of England trading into Hudson's Bay, thereby incorporated, and their 
euceessora by that name shonld at all timea thereafter be personable and eapable in law 
to have, purchase, receive, possess, and enjoy and retain lands, rents, privileges, 
liberties, jurisdictions, franchises and hereditaments, of what natnre or kind soever thej 
were, to them or their sueoeasora : And also to give, grant, demise, alien, assign and 
dispose lands, tenements and hereditaments, and to da and execnte all and singular 
otber thiogs by the same name that to them shonld or might ^pertain to do : And his 
said late M^esty did thereby for himself, his heirs and successors, give, grant and 
Bonfirm unto the said Governor and Company and their sncceasors the sole trade and 
commerce of all those seas, straits, bays, rivers, lakes, ereehe and sonnds, in whatsoever 
latitude they should be, that lay within the entrance of the straits commonly called 
Hudson's Straits, ti^ther with all the lands and territories upon the caimtriea, coasts 
and confines of the seas, bays, lakes, rivers, creeks and sounds aforesaid, that were not 
already actaally possessed by or granted to any of his swd late Majesty's subjects, or 
possessed by the subjects of any other Christian prince or state, with the fishing of all 
sorts of fish, whales, sturgeons and all other royal fishes in the seas, bays, inlets and 
rivers within the premises, and the fish therein taken ; together with the royalty of the 
sea upon the eoasls within the limits aforesaid, and all mines royal, as well then dis- 
covered as not then discovered, of gold, silver, gems and precious stones to be foond or 
discovered within the territories, limits, and places aforesaid, and that the said land 
should be from thenceforth reckoned and reputed aa one of his said lale Mtgesty's 
plantations or colonies in America : And further, his sud Iste Majesty did thereby for 
himself, hie heirs and sncceasois, make, create, and conatitate the sidd Governor and 
Company for the time being and their saccesaora the true and absolate lords and pro- 
prietors of the same territory, limits and places aforesaid, and of all other the premises 
(saving always the faith, allegiance, aod sovereign dominion due to hia said late 
Majesty, his heurs and saccessors fbr the same) ; to hold, possess and eiyoy the said 
territory, limits, and places, and all and singular othsr the premises thereby granted as 
aforesaid, with their and every of their rights, members, jurisdictions prerogatives, 
royalties, and appurtenances whatsoever to them the said Governor and Company and 
their sncceaaors for ever; to be holden of his said late M^esty, hia heirs and anecessorB, 
as of his manor of East Greenwich, in the coonty of Kent, in free and common 
aoccage, and not in cafiie or by knights' service ; yielding and paying yearly to hia said 
lale M^eety, hia heirs uid successors, for the same, two elks and two black beavers 
whensoever and as often as his said late M^esly, his heirs and sncoessors, should 
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happen (o enter into the said oonntriea, teiritoriea, and tegioiu theieli; granted ; And 
wherena bj ui Act passed in the sesaion of Parliunent held in the 13rd year of the 
reign of his lat« M^eaty King George the Third, intituled, " An Act for aitending the 
Jurisdiction of the Courts ot Justice in the ProTiiioes of Lower and Upper Csnadt, to 
the Trial and Punishment of Persons guilty of Crimes and OBfences within oertaiit 
Paita of North America a4Joimng to the s^d ProfinceB," it was enacted that from or 
aAer the passing of that Act all offences tMmunitted within any of the Indian territories 
or parts of America not within the limits of either of the said prnvinces of Lower and 
Upper Canada, or of any Cinl QoTemment of the United States of America, shonld 
be and be deemed to be offkiceB of the same natnre, and ahoold he tried in the same 
manner and subject to the same punishment as if the same had haao coDunitted within 
the Provinces of (Tpper or Lower Canada, and proiisions wen) contuned in the said 
Act regulating the committal and trial of the offenders : 

And whereas, by an Act passed in the session of Parliament holden in the first and 
second years of the reign of his late M^esty King George the Fonrlh, intituled, " An 
Act for regulating the fur Trade, and establiahing a Criminal and Civil Jurisdiction 
within certain parts of North America," after reciting, among other things, that doabti 
bad been entertained whether the provisions of said Act of the ISrd Qeoige IIL ex- 
tended to the territories gnmted by Charter to the said OoTemoi and Company, and 
that it was expedient that such donbts should be removed, and that the said Ael should 
be farther extended ; it was enacted (among other things), that from and after the 
passing of said last-mentioned Act, it should be lawful for his then M^esty, his heira 
and successors, to make grants or giie his Boyal licence onder the hand and sea] of 
one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State to any body corporate or company, 
or person or persons of or fbr the exclnsire privilege of trading with the Indians in all 
such parts of North America as should be speci&ed in any of such giants or licences 
respectively, not being part of the lands or territories theretofore granted to the sud 
Governor and Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hudson's Bay, and not 
being part of any of his Majesty's provinces in North America, or of any lands or terri- 
tories belonging to the United Stales of America, subject to the provisions and restric- 
tions in the said Act mentionad : And it was thereby further enacted, that the said Act 
of the 43rd George ni., and all the clanses and provisoes therein contained, should bo 
deemed and construed, and was and were Iheieby leepectirely declared to extend to and 
over, and to be in full fone in and through all the territories theretofore granted to the 
said Company of Adventurers trading to Hudson's Bay : And whereas by our grant or 
royal licence bearing dale the 13th day of May, 183B, under the hand and seal oi one 
of oar then Principal Seeretaries of Stale, we granted and gave our Ucenee to the said 
Governor and Company and Ihetr successan for the exclusive privilege of trading with 
the Indians in all such parts ot North America to the northward and westward of the 
lands and terrilories belonging to the United States of America as sLonld not form part 
of any of our provinces in North America, or of any lands or territories belonging to 
the United States of America, or to any European Government, Stale or Power, subject 
nevertheless as therein mentioned : And we did thereby give and grant and secure to 
the said Oovemor and Company, and their successors, the solo and eielusive privilege 
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(or the full period ot twenty-one jaan from the date theteirf, of iradiiig with tlie Indiana 
in all Bnoh paita of Noith Amerioa w aforsaald, exeept as Iherain menticaied, at tbe 
rant therein Teaerred, and npon the teimi and gnbjent to die qnaltfiaation and power of 
reTocatioD therein eontained : And whereas bj s treatj between onnelveB and the 
United Statea of America, for the Mtllemenl of the Oregon bonndar;, sigoed at Wash- 
ington on the loth da; of Jane, 184B, it was agreed upon and eonelnded (amongst 
other things) as foUows : That bom the point of the IBtb parallel of mrth latitade, 
where the bonndarf laid down in existing treaties uid oonyentions between Oreat 
Britain and the said United States, tBnoinated the line of boandaiy between oar teiri- 
toriea and tboae of the said United States, should be coDtinned weatvard along the said 
parallel of north latiCnds to the middle of the ehannel which separalsa the Continent 
from VancoQTer's Island, and thenee aontheri; Ihrongh tbe middle of the aaid 
channel and of De Faea'a Straits to the Pacific Ocean: Pnnided, however, that the 
aavigatian of the whole of the said obannel and atraita aoath of the 4eth parallel of 
QOilh latitade shoald remain f^ee and open to both parties : And whereas certain of 
onr lands and territories in North America lie to the westward and also to the DOrth- 
wsrd of the territory granted to the said Ooremor and Company by the hereinbefore 
recited grant or letters patent of his aaid late H^esty King Charlel the Seoond, and 
which is, pnrsnant to the direction in that behalf contained in snch grant or letters 
patent, called or known as Buperts Land, and to the eastward of the territories the 
boandary line of which is defined by the herainbefore recited treaty wiOi tbe United 
States otKoith America: And whereas under tbe said last-mentioned grant or letters 
patent, end also ander onr hereinbefore recited grant or licence of tbe IStii day of May, 
1838, the said OoTeraor and Company have traded ae well within ae beyond the limits 
of the lands and leniioriea granted to them by the said grant or letters patent t^ his 
■aid late Hajaaty King Charles the Second, and have in oonuecUon with and tor the 
proteotioD of their trade beyond the said limits, been in the habit of ereoting forts and 
aOiet iaolated establishments withoat the aaid limits, and aome of such forts and 
eatabliabmsnts of the said Oovemor and Company are now exiating in that part of onr 
said lemtoriea in North America, ioalading Vaneouver's Island, tbe boundary line 
between which and the terrltoriea of the said United 8laAs is deteTmined by the herein- 
before recited tnaty between oarBelTea and die said United Btates : Jnd mhtrtat it 
unrnld emdiKe grtallyla Ot <iiainl*Hanct i^peaet,jutHci, and good ordtr, and Hie oAanct- 
lamf a^ irolimizalUm and tht pr«moHan and tncBuragemenl i>f trade and ce m mertt in, amd 
aba Id tht prottcUm and awffers ef the mKice Indiam reti^Hg within t/uU purUm c/ iw 
Uniieriei in Narih Jmtriea called FaBcomer'i IiUnd, if inch Island leere eolBi^ted iff 
Kttleri from the BHHihiUminiont, and tfthtproperti) in the Imd^KukiMUmd were vettii 
far thejmrpoie qf tnch eolmitatiim In Iht laid Qmemor and Company af Adeentmrtrt tf 
England trading into HtuUen't Bay; bnt nereitheless, npon eondition that the said 
Oorernor and Company ahoold form on the said island a settlement or settlementa, ss 
hereinafter mentioned, for tbe pniposc of colonizing the said island, and also abonld 
defray the entire expenae of any oiTil and military eatabliafamentB which may be 
reqnired for the protection md goTemment ot sucb settlement or settlements (except, 
nevertheless, doriitg the time of hostilities between Great Britian and any fOraign 
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European or Ameiicui pon«r) : Now enow te, Ihtt We, being moTed b;r Uie leasons 
before mentioned, do b; these presents, foe us, ooi beire anil eDcceasors, give, grant, 
and confirm onto the said OoTernor and Company of Adventarsra of England trading 
into Hadson'B Baj, and Iheii auccessore, all that the said island called VancouTcr's 
Island, with the flehing of all sorts of &sh in the seas, bays, inleta and rivers within or 
BuiTonnding the same, together with all royalties of the seas npon the coasts within the 
limits atoivsaid, and all mines royal thereto belonging: Ann tdbihbb We do, by 
these presents, for ns, oar heirs and successors, make, create, and constitute, the said 
Ooiemor and Company for (he time being, and their Bncceeaors, the true and absolnte 
lords and proprietors of the same lenitoriea, limits and places, and of all other the 
premises (aaving always the faith, aUegiance, and soTere^ dominion due to as, oni 
heirs and successors for the same), to have, hold, possess and eigoy the said territory, 
limits, and places, and aU and singular other the premises hereby granted as aforesaid, 
with their and every of their rights, atembers, royaltiea, and appurlenancea whatsoever 
to them, the said Governor and Company, and their sDccflEBora for ever, to be hotden 
of us, oar heirs and anccessora, in free and common soccage, at the yearly rent of 7i., 
payable to us and our snccessora for ever, on the lat day of January in every year; 
Provided alwaya, and we declare. That Ihia present grant ia made to the intent that the 
said Goventor and Company shall establish upon the said island a settlement or settle- 
menle of resident colonials, etaigranta from our United Kingdom of Oreat Britun and 
Ireland, or from other our dominions, and shall dispose of the land there as may b« 
necesaary for the pm^iose of promoting settlementa (and for the actual purpoae of pro- 
moling settlements), and for the aoCaal purposes of colonization, and ahaJI, once in 
every two years at the least, certi^ under the seal of (he said Governor and Company, 
to one of our Principal Secretaries of State, what colonists shall have been from time 
ID lime settled in the said island, and what land shall have been disposed of as afore- 
said : And we further declare, that this present grant is made upon this condition, that 
if the said Governor and Company shall not, withm the term of five years liom the date 
of these presents, have established upon the said island a settlement of resident 
colonists, emigrants bora the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or bora 
other our dominioos, and it shall at any time, after the eipiration of such term of five 
years, be oerti£ed to us, our heirs or auccessora, by any person who ehsll be appointed 
by us, onr heirs, or auccessois, to inquire into the condidon of such island, that saoh 
settlement has not been eatablished according to the intent of this our grant, it tdiall be 
lawful for OS, oar heirs and Hacceseors, to revoke this present grant, and to enter upon 
and resnuie the said island and premises hereby granted, without prejudice, neverthe- 
less, to such dispositions as may have been made in the mean time by the said Qoier- 
noT and Company of any land in tlie said ialand for the actnal purposes of ooloniiation 
and settlement, and as shall have been certified as aforesaid to ons of our principal 
Secretaries of State : And we hereby declare, (hat this present grant is and shall be 
deemed and taien to be made upon this farther condition, that we, onr heirs and suc- 
esasors, shall have, and we accordingly reserve unto na and Ihem, fall power, at the 
expiration of the said Gktvemor and Compimy's grant or licence of or for the exclusive 
privilege of trading with the Indians, to repurchase and take of and ftom the said 
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OoTemor and Compmy the pud YkncooTet'B Island tnd piemises hereby gnnled, in 
oouaideiaUon of pajment being mada by as, onr heir* or aiiceesBora, to the aaid 
OoTernor and Company of the mun or siung of money theratofore laid ont and expraded 
by them in and opon the aaid ialand and piemisea, and of the value of Iheii: eatabliah- 
mentB, property, and effitota then being thereon. In witness whereof, ne have caused 
these onr lettora to be made patent Witneas OniselTea at Weatmiaster the 
day of in the year of onr reign. 



[This is the Draft Charter, aa laid before Parliament on lOOi Atiguat, 1818. It 
provides that a aetUement mnal be eatabliahed before the lapae of fire years, otherwise 
the preaent grant will be revoked. It alao empowers the Crown, on the eipiration of 
the exiatiug trading licence otsf certain lemtoriea not included in the Charier of Snd 
Hay, 16T0, or belonging to (he Hadaon's Bay Company, namely in 1H60 — lo re- 
purchase VanooOTer'B Island from the Company. Since thie Draft Charter was l^d 
before Parliament, it is understood that several additions have been made to it by 
Earl Obbt and the Privy Council, and concurred in by the Hndaon's Bay Company.] 



F THE BED BIVBR SETTLEMENT IN JULY AND AUGUST 1818. 



Copy of a Letter from the Rev. Wm. Cookbim, of the Church of England, to Bbmjuiih 
Habbiboh, Etq., one of the JHrtcton (fthe Hudtoiii Bay Oomfony. 



' 1 have not had the pleaanre of reeeiving a letter bom yon since 
my arrival in Bed Siver last Angnat. I ainceraly hope yon are eiyoying good health, 
and that il has been yonr Tariona dalies, and not indiapoaition, which have prevented 
you writing by the spring eipraaa. Judging from yoor long connection with the 
Hudson's Bay Company, and the deep interest which yon have alwaya taken in pro- 
moldng the advanoement of civilization and Christianity, a letter ftom me might be 
acceptable, on this account t take the liberty of intmding on your valuable time. It 
gives me pleasure to l>e able to stale that the cropa of 1847, Ihongb scanty, yielded 
sufficient to aSbrd a limited supply of bread, and, with the prudent management which 
waa exercised, there was seed remaining in the spring to sow fully two-thirds of the 
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lutds iuu1«r cnltiTUion. Ths first put of the season ma faianrable ; we had abuii- 
danoe of rain ; and during the whole of Jane, the crops of all kinds looked luiuiiaDt. 
July oommeaced wilh dry, scoicliiiig weather, which continued till the ITIb ot diB 
month. During Ihla period, all the grain sown on Ihe Band; points of the river, was 
dried at the roots, and the ears etrangled in the shot bellj. The wheat and barisy, 
also, oD Ihe dark aoil wilh ola; bottom, began to sicken. ForionatelT for as, since tfte 
ITlli, the weather has changed; many refreshing showers hsye fallen; these have 
eooled the air, moistened the eaith, and made sJl the crops on dark soils assume 
a healthy appearsjice. Should Ood mercifully continue the same temperate moist 
weather for a fortnight, we shall hare the prospect of aboudance for the ensning year. 

' Oood health has prevailed Ihroughonl the settlement during Ihe whole of the past 
year. la the Upper District, the deaths have been 14, whereas Ihe births about 60. 
The attendance at public worship in the Upper Church averages 400, the communicsnts 
100. The whole population conform their external deportment lo the word of Ood. 
There are no babiCual drunkards ; no Sabbath-breakere ; no profane persone, who take 
Ihe name of Ood in vain; no illegitimate children ; no turbalent seditious characters ; 
no vagrants who endeavour lo spnnge a living ont of their more industrious brethren ; 
all have soch a respect for their chaiaelers, as steadily to porsne their duties; and many 
ot them are deeply influenced by the fear and love of Ood, and are endeavonring, 
thio(^[h his grace, to live sober, rigbteons, and pious lives. On the arrival of the 
troops, the turbulent disaffected characters saw thai ihey eould no longer gain anything 
by intimidation; Ihey silently settled down, till tbey found it oonvenient to sneak across 
the line, and establish on the Amerioan tenitorj. This is a present advantage ; but 
■hoold there be war between the Doited Slates and England, they are, of course, ready 
to re-crosi the line lo plunder ns. Belconr, the Romish priest, has relumed, and 
established hhnself among them, and he oocasionally comes over to the While Horse 
Plains, and delivers his inflammatory speeches. Losl week he facilitated the departore 
of two Britieh soldiers, who bad deserted ftom Ihe barracks, Dpper Fort, by furnishing 
them with provisions and directing them in Ihe route. 

' We deeply regret Ihe withdrawing otihe Olh Boyals; Ihey have been of great serviae 
in restoring peace, and Ihey have created a market tor country produce, and have 
enconcoged industry. We hope the corps on route may be equally serviceable. 

' With kind regards and sincere wishes for your health and happiness, 

' I am, my dear Sir, 

' Toars truly, 
(Signed) ' Wx. COCKRAN. 
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From lite Sev. i. HioiLLUH, of the Ohureh of EngUtnd, to Bkhjuiiii HABBiaoH, Esq. 



• Mt dbab Sib, 

' AJlhoUgh I h»»e no lettere to icknowleilge, uid nothing of 
impoiuuce to cammuiuoatc, yet I oonnat permit the eipresB to depart Tithoul con- 
lejing & few lines to you. Long h&blt has rendered this not onlj *u agreeable, bnt a 
neeeasBiy duty, for the mind ie neier at rest nnti] it is - diediarged- Besides 1 know 
the deep interest jou talte in lh« moral and religious condition of the Colony,— I know 
that every item of intelligence, betuing on this point, is read with stttisfaction ; and ill 
it would become me, whom yon have so long dietingnished with yoor attention, (o omit 
any opportnni^ of contiibuting hja little to the information you derixe from other 

' Tou will be pleased to learn that the past year presents much to eieite our gratitude 
and thankfulness. , The law has been respected ; the ordinances of religion hare been 
observed; peace baa been unbiuken; health has been uninterrupted; and notwith- 
standing the failnre of the crops, few have suffered from scarcity of provisions. What 
in other countries would almost upset the eitating order of things, an almost entire 
failure of the harvest has quite an opposite effeet here, — it renders men sober, indus- 
trious, careful, docile, and orderly. The plains, you are aware, are always accessible, 
and the produce of the chase, together with the production of the lakes, if economised, 
effectually protect from the pressure of scarcity. Some, no doubt, eiperienoed privation, 
bat they sie uniformly the thoughtless, the prodigal, the reckless,— men that in Europe 
would either starve, or till the gaols. No steady, industrious man, ever wants the means 
of eiistence in Bed River. 

' The weather this season has been remarkably propitious. The crops look well; 
and if it please the Almighty to protect them from mildew and frost, the produce will 
be much above average. Never, at least never during my residence in the country, vas 
this more to be desired. Few, if any, of the colonists have been able to preserve any 
seed wheat, so that should our hopes be again disappointed, should a third failure take 
place, the elTects would be felt for years to come. 

' The schools are likely to remain in the same state as during the preceding year, 
there being neither increass nor deorease. This, in one respect, is fortunate; in 
another quite the reverse ; for imless young men, when qualified, are admitted into the 
service, parents will have no inducement to educate their offspring. Here, Re every- 
where else, men must be actuated by some motive before they incur the expense 
attendant on education ; and the main, if not the only motive, that operates in Bupert'a 
Land, is admission into (he service. Take away this motive— let young men, after a 
course of education, be permitted to lie on hand, or compelled to handle the oar, and 
the inevitable consequence will be, the consignment of the rising generation to igno- 
rsnce and all its evils. I sincerely trust there will Ije an opening neit year for two or 
three youths, who have now been a considerable time at school, and who, there is every 
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reason to hope, wiL duly ipprecUte my (avonr confeirad npon (hem. It is trne (hat 
lebister's condact is anffioienl, and more thu safflcient, to prejudice tlie minds of their 
best friends, and to throw mwy obat*clea in ihe waj of their introduction Into the 
serriee] bat it ie to be hoped that the ingratitude of one, nnd thai one merely the tool 
of another uncortnected with Ihe service, will not close the only door that has hitherto 
been open to the joulh of Hudson's Bay. 

' The young Ladies' School has considerably declined, m conBec[nence, I believe, of a 
native being governess. Miss M'Kenzie is a highly talented young Isdy, m^nlains 
excellent discipline, and is most successtal as a teacher; but no amount of merit can 
eoanterbalance the misfortune of her birth. Of course I pay no attention to gronndless 
prejudice. When a young lady is qualified for the situation she holds, — when she 
bears an unsullied reputation, and efficiently discharges the duties of her office, it 
matters little to me to what country she belongs : she confers honour upon any. 

' There are two Mission Schools in the tipper District, which I superintend. The one 
contains 7!t children, the other about 40; anil in both about inO yoong people are 
tnstractod, on the Lord's Day, in the principles of divine truth. These are our nurseries 
wherein we rear plants to supply the places of the old, the decayed, and the falling. 

' Mr. Gockran'a health oontinueg good, but he seems undecided whether he shall 
permanently remain in this country. Mr. James, I regret to say, is far ftom being 
strong ; the heat of onr climate oppresses and enervates him. Should he be under the 
necessi^ of returning home, his absence will be a pablic loss, for be is a truly pious 
and devoted young man. 

' My own health, thank God, is quit« re-established, so that I am now aa fit for du^ 
as on the day I first planted my fool an American groond. Hay my future life evince 
my gratitude to the Giver of every good anil perfect gift. 

' The Bibles, Testaments, &o., which yon liindlj sent ont, have been of immense service. 
Some were disposed of at a tow price, but the greater number was given away, I for- 
ward, in return, an otder on the Company for £.n, which you will oblige me by handing 
over to the " Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge." Should the Society, on 
your recommendation, b« disposed to send us a few more, I shall have much pleasure 
in giving them ckcnlation, and in forwarding Ihe proceeds. 

' Aocepi my kind thanks for the file of newspapers yon send me annnally. 

' Mrs. M. unites in affeotionale regards to you and yonra. That the blessings of the 
Most High may rest upon you, and that you may long be permitted to exercise a salutary 
influence on the moral and social condition of Rupert's Land, is the earnest desire of, 

' My dear Sir, 

' Yours most sineeivly, 
(Signed) ' J. MACALLUM. 



' Benj. Habbison, Esq.' 



Digitized by G(Xlg[e 



D„t.„ab,G(X)glc 



SHORTLY WILL BE PUBLISHED, 

THE HISTORY OF THE BRITISH COLONIES 

ASIA, AUSTRAL-ASIA. AMEBICA, NORTH AND BOUTH, THE 

WEST INDIES, AFBICA, AND EUEOPB, 

(Sevitid and Enlarged,) 

Containing the history, geography, physical aspect, — mountains, rivers, 
and lakes, — climate, geology, animal, Tegetable, and mineral kingdoms, 
^-chief cities, towns, fortresses, and havens, — population, white and 
coloured, character and manners, — state of religion, education, and 
crime, — form of goveroment, laws, municipal and local institutions, — 
the press, — agriculture, manu&ctures, mines, and fisheries, — staple pro- 
ducts, live stock, cultivated and waste lands, — revenae, income and 
expenditure, colonial and imperiel, — custom duties and regulations, — 
commerce, — imports and exports, — shipping, — military and naval de- 
fences, — banks, coins, weights and measures, value of moveable and 
immoveable property, — rates of wages, prices of provisions, rent of 
houses and lands, — public companies,— and useful information for capi- 
talists and for emigrants. 

7%« work wiU be issued tn sticcessive volumes on the First of evert/ 
JIfonth, mith a Map of each Colony. 

Vol. I. Sew South Wales and Port PhitHp. \ w 

II. South Australia, Western and Northern Australia. | 

III. Van Diemen's Land, Norfolk Island, Falkland Islands. [ ^ 

IV. New Zealand. Auckland Islands. I P' 
V. Cape of Good Hope and Natal. •, 

VI. Mauritius, the Seychelle Islands, Roderigues, and Aden. ^ 
VII. Western Africa ; viz. — Sierra Leone, the Gambia, Cape >■ |- 
Coast Castle, Accra, Diz Cove, Annamaboe, St. ' 
Helena, and Ascension. J 

VIA. Canada, Upper and Lower. \ u. 

IX. Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, New. Brunswick, Prince I 3. 

Edward Island, and Newfoundland. If 



XI. British Guyana; rtz. — Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice. 
XII. Honduras and the Moequtto Territory, the Caymans. 
XIII. Jamaica. 

XIV. Trinidad, Tobago, Grenada, and St. Vincents. 
XV. Barbadoes, St. Lucia, Dominica, Antigua, and Barbuda, 
Montserrat, St. Christopher, Nevis, Anguilla, Tortola 
and the Virgin Islands, New Providence and the 
Bahamas, St. George's, and the Bermudas. 
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XVI. Bengal, Agra, and the North West Provinces. 

XVII. Bombay and Seinde. 
XVIII. Madras and the Ultra Gangetic ProTinces, Tavoy, and 

TenaBserim. 
XIX. Ceylon. 
XX. Sincapore, Penang, Malacca, Labuan, and Hong-Kong. _ 
XXI. Gibraltar, Heligoland. ^ 

XXII. Malta and Gozo. 

XXIII. Ionian Islands; viz. — Corfu, Cephalonla, Ithaca, Zante, 

Paxo, Cerigo, BDd Santa Maura. 

XXIV. Imperial Policy and Administrative System of Colonial 

Oovemment. General Statistics. 

The British Colonial Empire is without a parallel in the history of 
the world. It includea an area of two million square miles, (irespective 
of 3,000,000 square miles in the Hudson's Bay Company's territories), 
containing some of the richest islands, the most fertile plains, the 
strongest fortresses, and the finest havens, in every quarter of the globe. 
It abounds in every product which can minister to comfort and wealth : 
— sugar, cofiee, cocoa, tea, cinnamon, peppers, spices, eilk, cotton, 
indigo, arrack, mm, rice, mahogany, teak, timber, fruits, cautchonc, 
gums, dyes, and drugs, are the products of our possessions in Asia, the 
West Indies, and South America ; — com, timber, tar, fish, oil, flax, 
furs, coal, and iron, of our Northern American Colonies ; — wool, tallow, 
bides, grain, meat, wine, brandy, oil, aloes, hemp, ivory, gold dust, 
wood, coal, and copper, of our Australian and African territories; — 
olive oil, currants, wine, and silk, of our European settlements. 

In this vast transmarine empire there are more than one hundred 
million tuijects of the British Crotvn, of varied colour, creed, and cha^ . 
raeter, — speaking divers languages, — and under different forms of 
government, where the distinction of free and bond no longer eiiats. 

To a small and insulated kingdom like England, Colonies are of vital 
importance; if deprived of them she would be reduced, in territorial 
extent, to the condition of a fifth rat« European power, — her dominion 
of the seas would pass away, — her most vduable, because most remu- 
nerative, maritime commerce would be lost,— a rapidly increasing popu- 
lation, unable to find food or employment within the United Kingdom, 
would transfer their industry and intelligence to foreign and rival coun- 
tries, — or tfaey would inevitably cause revolution and ruin at home. 

On the prosperity and entension of the British Colonies depend — 
under Divine Providence — the peace, the progress, and the perpetuity 
of a wonderfiil empire; which has its strongholds in every corner of the 
earth ; which possesses naval and military resources unrivalled ; which 
builds its strength, humanly speaking, on freedom — personal, political, 
reli^ous, and commercial; and which uses its power, wealth, and 
influence, for the benefit of mankind. 
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The following Works hy Mr. MAETIN may he had on 
application to the Publishers. 

I. Hislorj of (he British Colonies. D vols. ; S8 Maps, Charts, &c. 1BS4. 
IT. Morqais WeUesley'a Indiui Deapalches, rols. ; Maps, Plana, &c. 1838. 
III. British Colonial Lihrar;, 10 vols, ; EnKraiings, Maps, &c. 183T, 
IT. EasMm India, 3 toU.; 200 Drawings, Maps, Plana, &c. 1838. 
y. SUtiaticB of the British Coloniea. 1 laige vol. ; 3,000,000 Figures. 1839. 
TI. Ireland as it was— is— and onght to be ; Tabnlar Charts, &C. 1833. 
VII. Political. Commercial, and Financial CondiUon of Anglo-Eaatem Empire, 8vo. ; 

% edidona. 1833. 
VIII. British Belations vrilh the Chinese Empire, 8to. 1833. 
IX. Taiation of the British Empire ; widi Tabnlar Views, Stt. 1838. 
X. Past and Preseul State ot Tea Trade of England, Europe, and America. 1833. 
XI. Analyaia of Parliamentar; Evidence on China Trade. 183S. 

XII. Colonial Policy of the British Empire ; Part 1, Government. I83T. 

XIII. Marquia Welleslaj's Spanish Despatches, 1 vol. 8vo. 1840. 

XIV. Colonial Mi^^azine, T vols. 8vo.; Engravings, Mnpa, &c. 1840-41-42. 
XV. Ireland before and after the Union; 3 editions. 1844 and 1848. 

XVI. Analysis of the Bible ; % editions, and a Translation into Chinese. 1836 and 1840. 
Evidence before Parliament on English Taiation, 
Examination before Select Committee of House of Commons, on the Commerce 

of India, the Sabsidiary States, &c. 1839-40. 
Poor Laws for Ireland, a Measure of Justice far England, 1833, 
East and West India Sagar Duties Equalization, 1833, 
Monetuj System of British India, 1841. 
Analysis of Pajliameutory Evidence on Himdloom Weavers, by order of the 

HoQse of Commons. 1834-9. 
Steam Navigation with Anstndia ; Hap and Table. 1847. 
Evidence before Foiliament on oar Commercial Belations wilb China, and on Ibe 

Opening of Japan, S«. 1847. 
East and Weal India Sugar Trade in relation to Free Trade and Protection. 1848. 
Lott Work. China— Folitioal, Commercial, and Social— a vols. 8to. ; Maps, Statistical 
Charts, &c. ReporUd to Her M^esty's Govenmient, and dedicated (by per- 
mission) (o the Queen. 184T. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON " CHINA," 

" An elaborate and comprehensive worli, admirably digested and arranged, and c< 

taining ample matter for meditation — whether for the philosopher or the etatesman, — 

the merchant or the student." Jlfbmin^ Chronide, S3rd Jidy, 1847. 

" We have seen nothing equal (o this useful and readable work." Stoming ' ' 

" These volumes prove Mr. Martin to be pasaeased of considerable ability as a sta 
and of the most indefatigable and pains-taliing industry. The work is a vast ma^ 
information of every kind bearing on the aubject,"— Afominj Herald. 

" A huge masa of important information in on easily accesaible form and compe 
Daily News. 

" This very able and mdis]>ensable work is accompanied by maple elatistical retu 
and by various kinda of indices, prospective and retrospective, tending to produce 
very rare desideratum of a complete idea on the whole state and condition of China, 
It is the best of Mr. Martin's numerons works. 

" Mr, Martin took the bold step of ' cnndittonally' naigning his Treasurerehip for 
the purpose of giving hia repreaentationa the benefit of personal presence and aupport. 
Though UDBUCcesshil, he sli^l maintains bis opinion in favour of the position, health, 
and fertility of Chusan. Hia eipoaitton of the horrors and enormities of the opium 
trade is worthy of all praise, for [he honest vigour of its appeals." Morning JPosl. 

" Mr. Martin need his opportunity with great diligence to collect information ci 
ceming the whole Chinese Empire. Seimomiat. 
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" An abls work from die pen of periiaps our ablest at&ttat. Hr. Mnrtin, who wag 
eart; coniinced of the error this country committed in planting bcr footsteps on the 
bamn rock of Hong-Kong, wben ths ttnitful island of Chnsso wae at her disposal, 
■aeriflced hie position to arge his Tiew* an the Home GoTemment. Hia stjle is eleu 
and tmsinliaiTBssed, if not biilliant Taifi Magatine, 

" One of the most Talnable gifts vhich English literatnre tans of late leceiTed." 

Beading Mercury , 

" Mr. Hartia hopea for moral lesoIlB from tlie iniestigation which he hae paraaed 
with so mnch diligence ; he aims st the establUhmeni of a troly friendl; inlercoarse 
between the civiliiation of the West and the East to their mntaal advantage. A more 
laborioaa work there is not In ont langnags, nor one where so mnch varied information 
Is to be found. Critic. 

" Mr. Martin takea a atatesmanlike view of the whole of onr affairs in China. From 
long eipecicnce he has gained the power of commtuiioating his ideae, which leaves him 
without an equal in atatistical and eommercial matters, no teas than in atalesmanship." 
Indian ffewi. 

" Worthy of Mr. Martin's high reputation." Exeter Flying FoiL 

" There is no living writer so capable of doing justice to the Taat snbject of China as 
Mi. M. Martin. His official sitaation, hia previoiu literar; training, {be character of 
bis mind, which can grasp large facte and complicated etatistica with remaj'kable ease, 
eminently fit him for the task he haa undertaken." Oioueetter Chronicle. 

" Aa a statistician, and parlicnlarly as an expositor of the rise and progreas of the 
CoIoDiea, Mr. Martin is justly deemed a high aalhoritr. His repntation ia a guarantee 
for the uaefnlneaa of the present work." Douglia JerroltTt Weeklg Newspaper. 

" Hn point ia left unsifted, no field untouched, hut with hia well-known talent in 
every (Ling that coneems England, this celebrated writer gives us a work that most 

adorn the cabinet of the statesman as well as the library of the merchant.'* Bm^ford 

Otaelte. 

" The writer ia not a mere dry detailer of staliatica, but places hia facts befors the 
reader in the moat agreeable form. The book ia, from this peculiarity, almoat aa 
entertaining aa a new novel. Mr. Martin ia moved by a spirit of religion and humanity 
to deal hoDouiabty and kindly by the Chinese." OloHcester Journal. 

" A truly splendid Magazine of information : an invaluable treasure for the states- 
man, acholar, merchant, miaaionary, and philoaopher."^ — —Edinburgh Regater^ 

" As a writer upon statistical, commercial, and eapecially Colonial anbjccts, Mr. 
Montgomery Martin hss achieved, by his ability, indnatiy, and intelligence, a very hi^ 
reputation. Appointed to a high official situation, for which hia talents peculiarly fitted 
bim, in connection with the Government of Hong-Kong, he made a voluntary surrender 
of bis office, in ordei to place himself in a position to he able to return to this country, 
and to press personally upon the Home Government the adoption of a line of policy, 
which he believed to be essential to the maintenance and eitcnaion of our commercial 
lelationa with the Chinese Empire. The book is extremely valaable and intereating." 

Exelfr Western Luminary, 22nd Dec. 1846. 

" .Four hundred miltioHi of peo^ get to be introduied into cvmiHunication toUh the reit 
i^Buinliind.' What a prospect for the merchant, tbe manufacturer, and ship-owner! 
Bat there is still a hi^er and holier prospect. Four hundred millions of active and 
intelligent human beings have to be brimght within the pale of Chriitianily .' Wary 
stepping loo it will require to enable ua to succeed in lealiziag either of these ohjecls. 
To assist us, an abler man for the task could not be foimd than the author of the work 

before us," Livttpool Standard, aSsd Dte. 1846. 

" An important expoai of the present state of the resources, population, &d., of the 
whole of China, which must doubtless prove highly satisfactory and important to all 

parties connected with the history of that yet almost unknown ooantry." Stm, IIM 

Dec. 1846. 

" A work which will be read with great interest! it abounds in materials which 
Illuminate what has hitherto been a dark page in the topography of nationa ; in reading 
it we gain an intelligent view into the seeming chaos of that immense social fabric 
which myriads of human beings have been labouring forinnnmerable ages to constmct, 
to Improve, and to mar, in pertinacious isolation from the common fai^y of nations." 

Journal ofOommrrce, Lmdon, 19lh Dec. IB46. 

" The official position of the Author of this work, must have conferred upon bim 
peculiar advantages in obtaining authentic ii^formation as far as possible reapecting tbe 
internal condition of the Chinese Empire. Of these advantages, Mr. Martin appears to 

have availed himself with hia accnatomed industry and acumen. Sdinbwgh Evening 

Poit, 16(A Dec. 1846. 
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NEW LANDS IN AUSTRALIA; 

DISCOVERIES OF THE 

VICTORIA, ADELAIDE, ALBERT, AND FITZROT RIVERS, 

EXPEDITIONS INTO THE INTERIOR; . 



HI-THBBTO UNKNOWN COASTS 
SURVEYED DUHIffQ THE 

VOYAGE OF H. M. S. B E A G L E, 

DETWEEff THE YEAIia IBS? ANT) 1913: 

A NARRATIVE OF THE VISITS OF H.M.8. BRITOMART, 
COMMANDER OWEN STANLEY, H.N., F.R.S. 

ISLANDS IN THE ARAFURA SEA. 

BY J. LORT STOKES, 



With Mapn, CharU.'and numerous lUustratiotu, 2 vob. 8vo. 



THEBengle sailed from Eogland early in th« year 1837, and returned 
towards the close of 1843. During that period, besides the ordinary 
incidents of naval adventure, many cirtMimstances of interest marked 
the progress of her voyage. Unknown shores and untraversed plains 
upon the north and north-west coasts of Australia have been added to 
our geographical knowledge. An inroad into the interior, reaching 
within 500 miles of the very centre of the ^at Australian Continent, 
has been accomplished. The rivers Victoria, Adelaide. Albert, and 
Fitzroy, have been discovered. Great additioua have been made to 
the several departments of Natural History, of which the various 
apecimens will ne claasified and described by eminent Naturalists. The 
north-west coast of Australia has been carefully surveyed j and Bass 
Strait, heretofore so justly dreaded by the Masters of riiips, may now 
be navigated with that safety which ought to diBtii^;niah the high road 



between England and Sydney. The charts of the paaaage through 
Torres Straiti by the inner roote, hare been improTed, and a safe 
channel discovered thronsh Endeavoar Strait: while ancboragea— 
especially at Weatem and Southern Australia— now correctly laid 
down, and doubtful positions finally assigned, prove that in the 
nnpretcuding though important duties of surveying, the ofBcera of the 
Expedition failed not to do justice to ths cauae wherein they vere 
engaged. 

Notices of Tenerife, San Salxador, the Brazils, the Cape of Qood 
Hope, the Mauritius, its HjirricaneB, and the numerous Islands, Waters, 
and Lands of Australia, now first discoTered and described, will be found 
in the earlier portions of the woric, and an account of the interesting 
ibits of H.M.S. Britomart, to the islands in the Antfura Sea, prepared 
by Captain Owen Stanley, in the latter part. 

In an age fertile beyond all precedent in contributions to the stores 
of geographical knowledge, it seems desirable that some authentic 
account should be prepared to record the details of a Voyage of Disco- 
*ery and Snrrey, performed nnder the protection of the flag of Great 
Britain. 

For a period of nearly three hnndred yean England has been pre- 
eminent for the grandenr and snoceea of her nar^ discoTeries -, and a 
long line of illustriouB examples, in which the names of Cabot, Drake, 
Baleigh, Dempicr, Anson, Cook, Byron, Tancourer, Flinders, Parry, 
Franklu), and otbera, are to be found, attest that in each succeeding 
generation there have arisen men, willing, at all hazards, to sastain the 
reputation of that noble service from which they derived, and to which 
they bequeathed, and owe their glory ! 

And though the present cannot emulate the great achievementB of 
the past — thongh the adventurous wanderer may no longer hope to 
nre his name to a new continent, or pass through unknown seaa, 
from shore to shore — though not for him are reserved the striking 
triumphs of an earlier time — there are still rich prizes within his 
reach to tempt him onward I 

In the voyage which this work is intended to describe, much new 
and valuable infomuition has been eollected, new coasts have been 
visited — new scenes described— new- countries explored. Fruitful in 
inradent, it abonnda in materials for thought. Amid the wilds of 
Australia the advancing, footsteps of Christian civilisation have marked 
the outlines of that wider and more beaten road, by which their farther 
progress, and final triumph will be effected t while in the lonely 
solitudes, which the occasional visit of the roving savage serves but to 
make more desolate, — the first echoes of our language, — the first 
offerings of our faith, — have attested that the dawn is at hand — that 
the day is coming widcb shall give another, and an English empire, to 
the annals of the world ! 

Each circumstance of that eventful history ought, as it transpires, 
to be recorded, ajid an account will be here attempted of that Expedi- 
tion which penetrated so far towards the interior of this great Conti- 
nent, discovering some of the largest nvers yet known to water its 
far-spread forests and extensive plains j in the belief that the intrinsic 
importance of the subject will more than atone for any want of 
experience in the art of narration. 

Sold by OuvBR & Boyd, Edinburgh ; and J. CuHMiito, Zhiblia. r ' 
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BT EDWARD JOHN EYEB, 



•,• I^ Founder's Medal t^f the Soyal Geographical Soekty mas awarded 
to Mr, E^reJoT the discovery i^Zake Torrent, and explorations of far greater 
extent tfe Australia than any otJier traveller, a large portion never having been 
preeiously traversed h/ civilized man. 

" HjB narratiire of «bat be did tnd overcame. Is more like the itlrrlug Btorlei of 
Park and Brnee then the tame and boaklih dIffnieiiefB or modem tntrellera. 
Nothing (hort of a penual of the volumei can enable our readers to appreciate thi> 
boofa."— Specfofor. 

" We might easfl; extract mncfa more from Hr. Eyre'* Tolomef of intercat to tha 
reader, but oar llmiti ciicamtcribe u>. We therefore bid farewell to them, with the 
reoommeodatloD to the publio, not to OTerlook a work which, thoi^h It reeonia 
the failure of a great enterprlze, it jet full of matter, which proelalma It of Talue." 

Atla*. 

." Hr. Byre Writes with the plain naaO^cted caraeitneas of the beat of the old 
traTellan."— Examiner. 

"An Inteiuelj Intereating book."— Tailed. 

" We must now cluee then latereetlug rolumes, not, however, without expreailng 
our high approral both of the matter they contain, and of the manner of their com- 
pilation. We rise from Uie perusal of them with a ftelln; similar to that which 
follows the enjoyment of a pletsant nQtk of BcUon."— Critic 
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JOURNALS OF EXPEDITIONS OF DISCOVERY 

irOB,TB-W£ST ASD WBSTBRir AUSTRAIiXA., 

DDSINO THE TEARS 1837, 183S, ahd 183S, 
yoTktrH 



Vlth ObterTationi on the Agricultanl and Commercial C^wblliti«* aDd Proapects 
or MTcral ne«l;-«xp1ored fertHe Bcglon), Inclnding 

AUSTRALIND, 

and on the Moral and Phyilcal OondHioD of Hw AberigiDal IiAabituta, &e. &•. 
By GBOBOE grey, Ebq., late Captain 83hd Regt. 



Willi Tteo large Maps by J. Jrrowanith, and numerous lUiutrafums, 
some coloured, in 2 volt. 8vo. 



" It Is not with the gllgbteit hope of satlsrylng curiai1l7,or to antictpAte the interest 
which the public in general, Hod geographere CBpedslly, always feel fn enterpriaea of 
this nature, but merely lu gire snch a sketuh of the piiocipal features of (he expedition 
ai may ser*e to direct Iboae who are deairaiw of obtainioff infbrmatioa retptcting a, 
portion of this remarkable cniintrjr — hitherto only tisit«d by Tasman, Dampier, Baudln, 
and King, and never before, we believe, penetrated by an European — to look forward 
to the detailed Journals of the spirited officers who bad tlie eouduetofthe eipediHoo." 
Froai Gfvgra^pJiietU Traruaeliofu. 

A great porUon of the coantry described la tfaliJanrsal has never before bean Tiailed 
by any Enropean. The Baatern coast of Bhort'a Bay was for the Srst time seen and 
explored during the progress of these expeditions. 

" We have rarely Been a more interesting book; It Is full of iplendid description and 
vtartllng personal adTentore) written is a l^in, manly, unaffected etyle." — Examintr. 

" II Ii Imposuble to bare perused these hicbly intarasllng aad impwtant voIddhs 
without being inspired with feelings of WRrm admlratioo for the Indomitable peraeve- 
ranee and herolcal self-devotiun of their gaUaiit and enterprising antlt^ Batting 
aside the vastly important resolts of Captain Grey's several eipedltloaa, It ia hardlj 
poaalble loconceiTe narratives of mare stlning Interest than those of which hisTolunMS 
are for the most part composed." — Uniled Service Gazette. 

" We have oot read such a work of Travels for many years ; it unites the tntereat of 
a romance with the permanent qualiHes of an historical and sclsMifle tnatiaa.'' — ilHmt 

" We recommend our readers to the volumes of CapUin Qref , asaaring thvi tib^ 
wHI derive both amusement and instruction from the perusal." — Titnet. 

"Tills is a work deserting high praise. As a book of Travels It Is one of Ibe most 
Interesting we remember to have met with." — Wetiminitgr Amina. 

" A book which should be In every lendhig library and ttook-clnb." 

Engiithman'i Ma^axine. 

" The coBtenls of these interesting volumes will richly repay an attentive perusal." 
Sniigration Qaxaitt. 

"Theie narratives are replete irith interest, and blend infrvmatiK* aad amnsenunt 
In a very happy manner." — Auitralian afagiairie. 



Digitized by G(Xlg[e 



PubtidM fuf T. & W. BooHB. 29, Ifew Bond Strtet. 3 

Jolt pnbli«h«d. In 1 toI. 6*0. iritU FtatM and Woodenb, 

JOURNAL 

OVBXIKAHD BXTEDITZOZr ZIT AUSTnAUA, 

MORBTOZr BA.7 TO PORT BSSZiraTOXT, 

A drntanet ^ vfvBttit ^ BOOO Mffet. 
BY DR. LUDWIO LEICHHAEDT. 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

" A work oT asqaMtEonable merit and utility, and its aatbor'snaraewiDJottly stand 
bigb -a^aa tha honoHrabla list of able and eaterprlaing meB, whose cuaruge, penera- 
ranee, and literary sbilitiBs liaTP cuntributert to latxely to oar knowledge nf tbe 
geo^pby end prodactluDB nf our dislant southern coloniea." — Slatixeoo^i Mag. 

" For tbe eoaiage witb *htcb thii lengtiiened and perilon journey waa undertaken, 

the akill with whlcb It wa< directed, and the perseierance with whichit vbb perTormed, 
It i( almoit unrivalled in the annali of eiplorlag eaterpriae. It richly deaervea 
attention."— BrltanniA, 

■■Thenarrat[T«ln wblebhsrelaleatbereMiltiaf tkU icCtarkaUejoarney, and the 
•itraordlsary AttiKuaa and priratlona endared by himaelf and hla fellow travellers, !■ 
not tnaraly laiuaUe Tor il«faati,biit fall of alworblng lotereal aaaJoBmalor perlloaa 
adrmturei." — A Uml. 

" Tba TOlnme before n( compriMa the Darralire of one of tbo moat remarkable 
enterpriuM ever pianoed by man'i aagacity and eiecnted by roBn'a courage and 
endurance. To our mind* Ibere i> in erery point of view an ineipreaalble cbarm in 
Mich a book aa thli. It not merely oarratea to ub the opening of a new material world 
tot linman enterprite and aclentiflc inreBtiicatJon, bat it makea murt clearly known to 
OB the wondroai powera aud capacities of human natare. We recommend it to oar 
readera aa a woric Bcarcely leaa remarkable for the extraordinary enterprise recorded in 
it, than for the ilmplicity and modefty with which It is related." — Morning Herald. 

" The reaalt of his enterprise wm tharonghly socceatfiil. It haa added not a llltle 
to onr ezlsting stock of knowledge In the Tarloua departmenta of natural hlatory, and 
hat made discovery in dittricta before untrodden, of an almost boundleaa extent of fertile 
eonntry ." — EaoMtnar. 

" The most striking ftatnre in tbeeipedition Is its successful accoTnpliahment, whlcb 
i* of Itself auffieleut to place Dr. L. In tbe first rank of trarellera. How much Dr. L. 
has added to geographical dlacorery can only be felt by an examlaatioa of the admirable 
maps which accompany the volnme. These hafe been dedeeed on a large scale froTn 
the traveUer's aketcbea by Mr. Arrowtmith, and engrared with a dletlactBeta of txeeu- 
tlon, and a brief fOhiets of descrlptire remark which teare nothing to be desired." 

Sptetalor, 
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SXSCOVB&XES Xir AUSTIULLZA) 

VICTORIA, ADELAIDE, ALBERT, AND PITZEOT KIVERS, 
AND EXPEDITlONa INTO THE INTESIOE; 

VOYAGE OF H.M.S. BEAGLE, 

anwBSX tBi TBAXS 1387 ahd 1S43: also 

A NARRATIVE OF THE VISITS OF H.M.8. BRITOMART, 

COMMANDER OWEN STANLEY, R.N., F.R.3. 

TO THE ISLANDS IN THE ARAFURA SEA. 

BY OAPT. J. LORT STOKES, R.N. 



" Tbe whole narratlre t« to captlTtiting, that we expect to fiad the work m miicli In 
demand at ciruulatlng libraries as at iaitltatloas ofgraTerpreteasionii." — Colon. Oas. 

" We have ta tlisnk Capt. Stokes for a most valuable work, one that will place his 
tuiDiebr theside of Vancouver, Taamao, Uampier, and Cook.— A'no Qtutr. Reeiete. 

•• The acli^nce of Navigation owes a deep debt to Captain Stokes. The information 
contained in the present valames must render them an invaluable companion to any 
ship performing a voyage to tliat part of the world." — Foreign Quarterij/ BetTiao. 

" Eiery part of it la fnll of matter, both for the general and sclentiflo reader. With 
the acta of throwing the lead, taking angles, ke. livel; anecdotes and pleasing Ideas 
Are constBDtl; asuoclated, so that we ver; much doubt whether an; reader will laj 
aside the book, large at it is, withoat regret. In some parts ;oa have all the breath- 
l(t9 excitement oF a f o;age uf discover;, and sail np new riven, and explore new 
lands, while elsewhere your thoughts are directed to the tracks of commerce and 
political speculation. Altogether the work is a charming specimen of nautical liten- 
ture, written in a pure, flexible, terse, and elegant stjle, and bespeaks everjvbere in the 
author a mind endued with ver; high moral and intellectual qualities." — Fnuer't tSag, 

" While these Tolum^s mast prove of great value to the maritime profession, to the 
geographer, and to emigrants, they cannot fail to be perused with Interest by leaden 
In general." — Athenmam, 

" We cannot. In noticing these two ablj written and intere«t[ng volumes, inwst too 
strongly npon their importance alike to the mariner, the geographer, and the general 
reader. The author is a man of coasiderable merit, a shrewd observer of men and 
things, and who was fitted by nature and inclination to conduct these researches into 
the vast unknown continent whither he proceeded with enterpriae and spirit. These 
volumes contain a Aind of interesting matter, and we warmly recommend this valua- 
ble addition to our literary and sclentiiic stores to the utteniion of the public." 

.^sntinsl. 

" The contents of these volnmea. rich, varied and full of interest, will be their best 
recommendation. For scientific accnracy, they will be highly valued by the geographer 
and nav^ator, while they will be read for mere amusenent by the public at la^e." 

Simday Tima. 
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PvhUthtd by T. -ft yi. BooHB, 29, N^ Bond Street. 5 

THE EASTERN ARCHIPELAGO. 

Bg Pern^uitm qf ike Lordi CbnmiliriMMn q/" (A« Admir^ty. 

Now ready. Id S *o1i. 8to. with mimaroui Haps, Pktei, and Woodcab, 

ZrASb&ATZVE 

strRVKniva vovAaxi of h.w.s. fz.-s-, 

UNDER TUB COMMAND OV 

CAPTAIN BLACKWOOD, R. N. 

IN TORRES STRAIT. NEW GUINEA, AND OTHER ISLANDS 

IN THE EASTEKN ARCHIPELAGO ; 



WITH AN EXCURSION INTO THE INTERIOR 
EASTERN PART OP THE ISLAND OP JAVA, 

BUSING THE YEAHS 1842 TO 1846. 

BY J. BEETE JUKES. M. A. 

MATURALIBT TO TBK XZFSDITION. 



OPINIONS OP TUB PRB6S. 

** We mnst congratulate Mr. Jukei on the value of his publication. Sclentiflc 
without b«lng abstruse, and picturesque withoot being extraTagant, he has made bl* 
Tolumea a Btriblog and graceful addition to oar knowledge oF countries highly interest- 
ing In themsetrea, and anumlng honrlj' importance la the e;es of the people of 
England." — Blaekumoitt Magaxint. 

" To transcribe the title-page of this book is saffielent to attract public cnriositj 
towardi it— to periue the book itnlF is to be rewarded with the knowledge of a mas* 
of Inrarmntfon in vhich complete ron&dence can be reposed, for, from the flnt p^^ 
to the last, II IB apparent that the main object with Hr. J uke* Is to tell all that he 
knows and believes to lie true, r«ther than to win favour trvm his readers by his 
manner of telling it. There is not ■ pretty phrase, an exaggeration, nor an invention 
in the two volumes of Ur. Juke* ; all Is plain unadorned fact, and because It Is so, is 
desening, not merely of perusal, bot of study. Such are the recooimendatlong of Hr. 
Jakes' pages to the public, and all who desire to see troth united with novelty will 
' penue them." — Morning Herald. 

" Hr. Jukes has beea most jadicioai in bis selection of topics whereon to 
dwell In his narrative, and he describea with great vivacity and picturesque power. 
There it much nateltyand freshness in hi* book.aiid much valuable Inrormation." 

Daily Netei. 

*■ There are very few pages in the work which aranotreadableand entertaioing." 

Morning Potf. 

" Captala Blackwood having waived hia right of aathorshlp, the narrative of the 
voyage lias been undertaken by Hr. Jukes, favourably known by en agreeable and 
informlDg book on Newfoundland, nor Will the present work detract from his reputa- 
tion. The narrative Is well planned, pleasantly written, and full of matter." 

Spectator. 

" A great deal was seen, and Geography, Topography, Geology, Natural History, 
Ethnology, Philology, and Commerce may all be iMuefited by the work before as." 

lAterary Gazette. 

" Ur. Jukes has performed his portion of the work with great ability, sparing no 
pains in the working up of bis abundaul material, so as to irake it a book oF scieuce. 
>■ wellasB book of amusement." — Critic. 

" Although a professed man of science, he has described what he saw in a lucid and 
untecbnical manner, so that his work will be Found interesting to the ordinary 
reader, while it ia equally valuable to the sclen title. The amount of lotormatlon i 
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(t PwNuM Sy T. ft T. BoOHi, 29, Ken Bond Street. 

Id I Tot. 8to. Uip and PUtn, clotfa, price ii*. 

FROM PORT MACQUARIE TO UORETON BAY, 

Detaiptiona ef ike Ifatiixi, their Maimers and Cmtenu, the Oeotogy, 

Natwral Froduetioiu, FertiHt]/, and BeaaurceM of tkat Region. 

nnt •xpurad and «nrv«T*& br ordar or Oe (Mcmlal acvaranMUt. 

BY CLEMENT H0DGKIN80N. 

" rhe work before ou aontidentioi) eaoUlna certain detaiU connected with the 
portion of AnatrallB, described In It, wliicb will prove oT flrsl-rate importance to the 
coloniit ind emigrant, since tbej are ertdenti; cferlred from practical eiperlcoce. 
Throngbont this nnpretandiog Ilttb mrk »e tmc« great honea^ of pnipoee, and s 
dlfpoaitlon to state no moN than the bare frurto a* they prwented themselves." 

ffeto Quarterly Rmitte. 

" There U much mefnl and tntcrdting matter tn this rolume, and ne welcome It 
aa one of the man; well- written works upon the natural resonreei of tho*e oouatrlea 
wbMi ererr da; become more Important" — Atlai. 

"Tills is a most agreeable, enlertalntng, and at the same time moit nsefal book. 
To Ihoie thinking of emigrating to Aostralia, we should sa;, that ita penual !a 
tudltpeneable."— JtTeiM <ifthe World. 

" To all who &el an Interest in the Anstrattan colonies, It mast be both Intereitlag 
and tanportant, and to tacfa we recommend its peraial." — Qmerai A^Mrtittr. 

"Tbli Is an opportune book, written, too, with an honeat purpose, to lafbnn and 
instruct the home public about a portion of the raat contiiieat of Australia, oF which 
little was heretorow knswn, and that little too general!; unappreciated. A resldenoe 
of five ;ears In New South Wales, during which Mr. H. was engaged either In lur- 
Te;lDg for the OoTemment. or In faimingf punniU, iuresti the work with a semi- 
official character, which adds weight and Inflnence to his opinions, and slumps it with 
a greater degree of authorit;. We have been much pleased with this worli, and have 
nad It through with great interest."— iS'itnmomfa' Colonial Hag. 

"He result of hii labours in surveying this eastern section of Australia, Is a vast 
Bcoesiioo to our previous knowledge of the natural btstor; of that region, end we do 
not hesitate to place it on oar shelrea as the very best tmok of reference on the dlitriat 
it describes."— Ki*er'» Colonial Mag. 

" It il given in the form of a Journal, abounding In Interesting narrative of the 
state and resources of the countr;. Its natural prodnctions, and the eitraordlnary 
charUGl«r of the people b; whom it Is Inhabited. It is not onlj a valuable contrlba- 
t!oa to our stock of Australian histor; and research, but possesses the charm of 
personal adnnture and novelt; to Interest the general reader." — Nautieal Mag, 
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Pmbliihed Sy V. & W. Books, 29, Nm Bond Stmt. 7 

Inl ml. 8vo. cloth, with Iwge Map bjAiTowaBikh, and nnmeiouiIllaatraUoiK, 

SOUTH avsthaua abtd its Kizras, 

ff'ifA an HUtoricai Bktteh of the CoUmy, itnder iff tevtral Admmi$- 
tratioiu, to the Period of Captain Grey't Departure. 

Bt PRArrCIS BUTTON. 



" The l)e>t wo* whlcli hw jet t««ii«d tfoa the prew, dMcripUve of tJie rHOorcn 
■»d nM««g«incat of tU«thn>lii|[<»kia;,''-— -JfMii0-/'«ur>MiL 

^ Weh»TBhei8 > -wen-ttmed boob. Sovtti AnttnHa and Ha Mine* are now objeet* 
of grett interest ; and U'- DattoQ't pliiiB, nnadorned recital, contra Joat wbat the 
inteBdiiig amtgrant, or tira meicantlle iaqmiror, will rejoiee mt hsTiBg placed vkhlo 
his reach." — Cofonial Gazttte, 



c o z. o ar I X A T z o ir ; 

PAETICULARLY IN SOUTHERN AUSTRALIA, 

Wns soMi RsMtKxe on 9iuu< Fabmb aro Dtbk Popoi^tion. 

Bt UAJOR.OENBRAL BIB CHAKLES JAMBS NAPIBB, K.C.B. 

Author of'' The Colaolei ; partlcolarl; the Ionian Itlanda '' 

In 1 Tol. 8to. price 7i. boarda. 

'* We eameMl; recommnid Ae book to all wbo feel an ictemt in the welhre af the 



La. I vol. pott Sen. pries G«. fld. 
BIITTS FOR ATTRTRftLTAN SMXaRAirTS, 

VltK 

ENGRAVINGS AND KXPLANATORY DESCRIPTIONS 
OF THE WATER RAISING WHEELS, 

AND KOBia OF IBBISATIHa UkSB IH BIBIAi BOTFT, 30DTB AJ1BH1U,XT0. 

BY PETER CUNNINGHAM, 



Author of '• Tteo Ttart in N«b Smdh Wait*," ^. 

" Tbt mere name of Mr, Cunningham afibrda an ample goajantee for the rahie of 
any work to which It Di«j be prefined [ and, " to all whom it maj concern," we eon 
confidently recommend thia remarkably neat little volume sa replete with practlcBl 
Inrunnation. Ita numerooa IlIiiBtrsllie engrarlngg In wood are executed in a lerj 
laperioT it^."— If aval and XaUar]/ QoBtttt, October SStO, 1841. 
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PublMed ^ T. £ W. Boons, 20, Nem Bond Street. 
In lBmo.~Priee Tieo SHiliaigi. 

A VOCABULARY 

rHB BXALECTS of SOUTH- WE BTERH AUBTBAl^XA. 

By captain G. GREY, 83rd Reqiment, 

OOTBBNOE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 



" The tulented little work of Captain Gkj, which It modeatly pnt farlli m • Tocft- 
bular;, rather desenei to be called a Oreinaitrortlie Aboilglnei' lant^age. Captain 
Qrey baa eTldentl; ttndled the dlalectl of the tribe* of Weatern Auttralla with great 
atteotion to bare prodaeed thia work, Inaimnch aa throughout the whole of Australia 
it ii well known that no direct ipoken b; an; one tribe, can be considered a specimen 
of the general tongue ; the dlfflcnlty, therefbre, of patting together a Tocabutary of an 
entire dialect wh^nith to bale all otban upon, must haie engaged great energy and 
peneterance. So Intereatlng Is the iBtTodnction, that we purpose to quote very largely 
bom Captain Grey's obaervattont, and conclude with a few speciniens of the words, 
of which there are upwards of two thousand In this interesting little Work." 

Jtutm/ion Record, January SSril, 1841. 



In One Yolame, 870. 

With Large Map by Arromrmith, and numerou* Plates, 

Prick 14*. 

VSW ZBA^AKD, 

ITS ADVANTAGES AND PROSPECTS AS A BRITISH COLONY, 



WITH A B1 

LAND CLAIMS, SALES OF CROWN LANDS, ABORIGINES, BTC. 
By CHARLES TERRY, Esa. P.B.S., F.S.A. 

''This work is nnqneitlonably a lalaable addition to our stock of Information reapeet- 
ing Mew Zealand. It Ii the work of a percipient witness, and one moreOTerwbo 
possesses qaalifleations for the task he has undertaken. We earnestly recommend it 
to our readers, and haTe no doubt the book will take Its place in all New Zealand col- 
lections."— iVno Zealand Journal. 

" No person should think of emigrating to that colony for the future until he has 
careflilly perused this intelligent and highly interesting volnme." — U, S. Qazette. 

" We are disposed to regard this as the Tery best book npon New Zealand that has 
a* yet been pobUahed." — Old Monthly Mag. 

" While emigration to New Zealand was sjl the rage, we looked in vain for such a 
work ; it is honest and very cleverly written." — Britiih Queen. 

'' A sensible, temperate, and carefully written hook." — Examiner. 

" This it the most practical work that has yet been published on New Zealand ; it 
deals largely with facts, and contains an authentic and complete view of the sitaation 
of the colony up to the present time. It is only common justice to his talents and 
Integrity to add, that of all writers capable of gldng to much information respecting 
an infant colony, and giving it with so much exactitude and comprebensiTeneas, Mr. 
Terryis, beyond all comparison, the most strictly impartial we are acquainted with." 

Atlat. 
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PUBLISHED BY T. k W. BOONE, 

29, NEW BOND STREET. 



MAJOa-OSHBRAL W. F. 7. If APZSR'S 

HISTORY OF THE WAR IN THE PENINSULA 
AND THE SOUTH OF FRANCE. 

NOW COMPLETE, IN 

6 voU. Svo. containinff 4104 peyes, and 55 Plans, price £6. 

The VolumeB sold separately, price 20a. each. 

" THB FAITBFUIi, IMFASTIAI., AND ELOQUENT HISTORIAN." 

Sir Robert Peel's Speech. 

" The great leork of General Na^er doe* urtdouittdlv record it, (aalional 
tribute to IhoM eogaged in the Peninsular War] and atll continue to do to at 
long tu tht EnfflitklanjfMajfe thall latf." — Timea. 

ALSO, BY HAJOH-GBNERAL NAPIBR. 

A REPLY TO LORD STRANOFORD'S" OBSERVATIONS" on some pnai^es 
In Colonel NAipiBtt'a HlRtorjof the War In the Peninsula. Second Edition, e*o. 

A REPLY TO VARIOUS OPPONENTS. purticuUriy to " StrletuTw on Colonel 
Napier'a Hhtur; of the War in the PeninnolH," togelhei with Obseriatioiu 
UloitrsUag Sir John Moore's Campaign. Sto. price 2i. 



MAJOR-GENERAL NAPIER'S JUS IIFICATION OF HIS THIRD VOLUME, 
forming a Seqael to his Reply to tm^ue Opponents, and containing aome new 
and curioaa ftcti relaUre to the Battle op At.BUBBA. Bio. price If. (td. 



A LETTER TO GENERAL LORD VISCOUNT BERE8F0RD, beingan Ansmr 
to his LoTdih^'a asamnedRefntatlou or Colonel Napier'* JnitlScation of hit 
Third Volume. 8*o. price It. 6d. 



COUNTER-REMARKS TO MR. DUDLEY MONTAGU PERCEVAL'S RE- 
HARKS npon aome Pata^ea in Colonel Napier's Fourth Votnme of his Hin- 
tor; of the Fenlnaular War. Id Bto. price It. Od. 

Til* aboee Pamphlett are required to eomptete the early SditUm*' 



eeeond Edition, complete In 1 vol. Sto. with Plana, 
TBB COHQVBST OF SCIZTSS, 

WTTB AN ACCOUNT OF THE HILTTABY TBAKSACnONS AND BATTLBB 07 

Kajor-amtaral Blr OlunaB J. NapUrln tb>t Oonntry. 

BY MAJOR-GENERAL W. F. P. WAPIBB. 

A utior qf " Bittory of the War in the PmiMuIo." 

" As a commentary apoa seme remsrkable polilical erenls, and daiini; military 
achievements, this rolnme will rapidly find a plaoa in every soldier's library.' —Atlat, 

" The AathOT is tha hisloriin of the PeninsQlar War. whose ecomecluHi by bl(>od 
with the gdlant eODqacrar of Scnude aObrds a securily for the anthenticity oF hit 
•oanwa of iDfonDsdon— soma of which are the leiurs of Sir Cbsrlet Limsctf—aod 
whose high charscCeT, as an aulhor, aa wall as a soldier, is a gnarantee for hii fidelity 
ia tBe uaa of his snple materials. We msj add to the Autbor'l otbar qnalificatioDS, 
aa nnflincbiDg intrepid boHalT, wliicb makes him speak out, and utter the plain 
truth without Ronaideting whelhefit be nnpslacable." — Avatic JramaJ, 



2 Piibluhed by T. k W. Boohb, 29, New Bond Street. 

Ro7*I Qaorto, an lodlan Paper, piiee 1«. 6d. 
PORTRAIT OF 
MAJOR-GENERAL SIB CHARLES JAMES NAPIER, 

COCTQUBROR OF 8C1NDB. 



" I muBtsay that, after giving the fallest consideratloD to thoie opemtfona, that I 
hare atver known an Instance of a ^neral officer who baa sheira to a-falgher d^^ree 
than he haa done all the requisite qualiflcatlon* to enable him to conduct great opeiH' 
tions. He has manifested the nt most discretion and prudence in the forDiatlon ofbiB 
plan*, the utmost actiiit; in perfecting ht» preparations to ensure succeu; and finally 
the utmost leal, KBllanlry, and science, in carrying those plans and preparatione into 
execution. T must say that the march of General Napier against Emaam Qhur wu 
one of the most eitraordinnry marches I eier read of^ and it was, I mnst gay, moat 
completely *ucce«srul. He marched the army through the deaert, with all the heavy 
guns, transporting all his materiel as welt, and by this extraordinary march he 
deprlred the enemy of all means of retreat."— 5pe»rA 0/ Me I>uAii n/ If eflinpfon. 

"TheUklngoftherDrtDfEmaumOhuT, was one of the moat brillja at affairs ever 
undertaken and executeil." — Speech of the Earl of Ripen. 

" To theexample which he set the troops — invpiriag an unparalleled confidence In 
their commander, — we must mainly attribute the success of the actions of Meetuiee 
and Hyderabad."— 5yereft of Sir Robert Peel. 



Id one volume 8vo. price li. boards, 
REMARKS Oir 9IXUTA.RY LAW 

AND THE PUNISHMENT OF FLOGGING. 

DT HAJOR-QENERAL SIR CHARLES JAHE8 NAPIER, E.C.B. 

" This work, we have several times taken occasion to remark, is far less known than 
Itdeservei to be. especially among the profession. It abounds in lessons of profound 
wisdom, deliiered In the clearest Uuguatje, and It Is as modestly as It is ably written ; 
nor have we often met with a more amusing bnolc. There are to be found in it man; 
interesting sod eharacteriBtic anecdotes, and there Is a vein of quiet humoar that ia 
very diverting, hut which Interferes not at all with the serious purpose of the 
author, who baa left upon every page traces of a benevolent heart and sound in- 
tellect."— Wawil and MUitay Qaxette. 



In a Box, price lOs. Bd. 
XnZI.ZTART FXOXTRBS 

PRACTICE AND EXPLANATION 

"EXERCISE AND EVOLUTIONS OF THE ARMY." 
According to Her Majetty'i Regulation*; 

Arranged for the Company, Battalion, and IJgbt Infantry, 

BY MAJOR hOSKINS, K.H. 

" Major Hopkins, of the oid 43rd, 10 which corps he served with distinction, has 
invented a set of Hililary Figures, arranged for (be illuatrdtjoa and practice of tbeevolB* 
tioDs of 'he Infantry, according (a Hai Majesty'i ie|[ulBtloDS, and exceedingly well 
calculated to efieol their abject. Being adapted to tbe mavements either of the BattaUoo, 
Company, or Light Infantry, Iheae Figureii, which are accompanied by bo Explanatory 

Pamphlet, and are vary properly dedicated lo Lord Pitiroy Somerset, will be very oiefal 

to young officers of the Infantry." — UnilidServKt Jeumat. 
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PubUtked by Ti & W. Boonb, 29, New Bond Street. 3 

The Third Editioit, 1p one vot. post Bio. price I0>. 6d,bdB. of 
ABVENTirnES ZBT TBB RIFtE BRZaADE, 

PENINSULA, FRANCE, AND THE NETHERLANDS, 

FROM THE TEAR 1B09 TO ISIS, 
BT CAPTAIN JOHN KINCAID, Pikst Battalioh. 

" Ad admirable little bodk."— Quarterly Review. 

'' To thofe who are unacquBlnted with John Klncaid of the Riflei, — and few, we 
trow, of the old Penlosala bands Rre in tbi> [gnorant predicament, and to thoee who 
know him, «e equellj recommend the peruwt of hit book: it isafiie-simileof the man 
— a perfect reflection of his imasei veluli tn ipeeulo. A capital Soldier, a pithy and 
graphic narrator, and a fellow of infinite jesL Captain Kincaid hag giien oi, in tbli 
modeit volume, the impress of his qaalities, the beau idtai of a thorough-going Snldier 
of Service, ind the faithfiJ and nitl; hiatory of some six years' honest and triumphant 
Bghtiog. 

" There Is nothing eTtant In a Soldier's Jonrnal, which, with so little pretension, 
paints with inch truth and raeiness the ' domestic econom;' of campaigDing, and the 
down-rl((fat bueiaess of handlipg the enemy. 

" Bat we cannot follow farther ; — recommending every one of our readera to paraua 
the Author himself to his crowning scene of Waterloo, where they will find bim as 
quaint and original as at hlg debut. We assure them. It is not po»ihle, by isolated 
eztraeti, to give a suiCahie Impression of the spirit and originality which never flag from 
beginning to end of Captain Kincaid's volume ; In etery page of which he throws ont 
flasbe* of native hDmonr,B tithe of which would male* the furtane of a Qruh-atreet 
Bookmaker."— I'ntfeij Stmici Jovmal. 

" Hlsbookbasonefault, the rarest &Dlt in books, it I* tooshort." 

Montldy Magaxine,AprS. 

Alto, by the tame Author, Second SdUiot, in one vol. pott Bm.priee lOi. Od. 
a&KDOin SBOTS FROBI A KIF£SMAir. 

" It Is one of the most pithy, witty, soldier-like, and pleasant books In eilstence." 

United Service Journal. 

" The present volume is to the full as pleasant, and what is still more strange, as 
original as the last. Criticism would become a alnecure if many such volumes were 
written : all leFt for us Is to admire and recommend."— JVeu) Monthlj/ Magaiine. 

" The present volume le liliely to add to his reputation. It is a useful Appendix 
to the larger works of Napier and other military commentalors. It is never dull, 
tedious, lechnlcBl, or intricate."— rime.. 

" Those who have read Captain Kincaid's Adventures In the Rifle Brigade will seize 
this volume with avidity, and having dashed through it, will lay It down with only ono 
feeling of regret — that It is not longer." — f/eiet. 

Rl^antly bound in the Uniform of the Reglmeul, I vol. post Svo. price lOt. 6d. 
TUB 

ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN JOHN PATTERSON, 

With Notices of the Qffieen, ^c. of ike mth, or Quem'a Onm Begiment, 
FROU IBO TO 1821. 



r PBRMIBBION TO QnBElT A 

" This volume contains a well-written, yet uavarniehed narrative, of the adventures 
tt the 50th foot, (belter known as ibe ■ Dirty Half-hundred,' from their hiack facings), 
during the Peninsular war. It argues well for the bravery, as well as modesty, of Cap- 
tain Patterson, that throughout hia work we have but little of himself, and m uch of his 
brother officers."— Beir» Meiienger. 

" Captain Patterson's Adventures are the record of a brave soldier — of a dashing, 
high-minded British officer, who never fears a rival, and never knew what it was to 
have an enemy, or to hale any man. His deacriptiona are remarkable for their vivid- 
ness and accuracy, and his anecdotes will bear repetition once a week for life." — Svn. 

" Captain Patterson is one of the pleasantest of the nnmeroua tribe of gallant officer* 
who bas done so mucb credit to the British name, by fighting and writing with equal 
apir 1 1. ''— CoattUutionai, 
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PuUitked &y T. & W. Boom, 29, New Bond Street. 

In 9 Tol*. 8to. dotb, priM SI*. 
HISTORICAL EECORD 



RO'S'AI. MA&IITB rOXkCES, 

From their FomuUitm to the Pritent Time, 



AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR SERVICES IN CHINA, 
BY P. H. NICOLAS, 



" Mr. NicolH bu bad & wid* nod ftitila field to work upon, and cxeelleBtlj b«« h» 
tOTiwd hit mRtviiKts to accoant. ImwUed bj ■ sinocie itlaabment for his old oom- 
ndea, bj in ucleTit daiire for thvir welfara, by the very natunl wiah Tor ■ man minata 
uid oonneolad Damtivs of thur duing cueer than bu hitfaerto bmn giran to tha 
world, ha bu produced a lamiDoa) and cotaprabennTe work, tban which mma can b« 
battar of it* clu*, ud which reflMta cqoal oredit opaa fail iMhap ■■ an officer, and 
bii talenU M > Wfiwr." — Unittd Service Goictto. 

" Tbew lolnmei caonot fail to proTO minentlj aooaptabla to the membaia of tb* 
^lluil oorpa, wboM hODoara tbej record, and genenllj indeed to the militiiy aerrios 
of both armi.'' — Naval and Military Gatelte, 

" It ia hiitorical, and moat intereat all bistorioal reideni it if prondlj nationa]. 
and apeaka to [ha haait of ererj Engliahmaa ; while to tbe aailor, the loldier, mnd 
ecpeciall; the marine, whoae aerricu it chraoiclei, it will pcore a ralaable raoord. 
It ia a work, which for hialoricat infonnaCion, aad daaniaaa of amngemsDt, may 
fairl; compete with any of ita claaa."-^ Lit tmry Gatetle. 



In Two Toliimet, post 8to. price 91*. 
COMMODORE SIR CHARLES NAPIER'S 

ACCOUNT or tbs "war xir poRTnoAK. 

BEFWEEN DON PEDRO AND DON MIGUEL; 

WITH rhkHa or bib Aciioir opp oapb bt. tivcbbt. 

" If wenad tbe oeconnt of (hat na'al aetloo Id whicb, with a force wholly iii>eqBftI, 
bad it not bean directed b; the utmoat skill and valour, to compete with the enemy— 
if we read the account of tlwt Hction in which, in the space of five minutes, a sipial 
victory waa achieied, by wUeh tbe glory of St. Vincent was rerived — I aay. If we read 
the records of auch an action, wa ahiill Qnd that the commaoder bore the name otS^- 
pler."-~Speechof Sir Robert Peel. 

" An excellent and aplrit-atirring book-~plaln, honest, and atralgbt- forward — tb« 
very Btnlf of which the web of history alone should be compoaed. This la indeed an 
honest, fair, and Impartial hiatory." — Morning Chronicle. 

" In apirit and in keeping, from beginning to and. Admiral ICapier's ' War to Por- 
tngal,' la the happiett picture we conid coaceiTe of the battle off Cape St. Vincent — 
ita especial excellence conaisting fn a regardless bluntneaa of maaner snd language 
that la quite admirable and dGligbtful." — Monthly Stingte. 
" It Is Cesar's Commentariea in the flnt peraon." — Speclator. 
" Candid to a degree, and aineere as a aallor'a will. Thia ia tbe lerj stuff of which 
history should be composed .'*—BeH'» Meuenger. 

>' If Admiral Napier b« not dlaUngnlahed by tbe commoa-place unities of aolhor- 
shlp, be poasesses the higher quaiittea of troth, discretion, and clear-aightedaeai, In no 
aliglit degree,"— A ((o/. 

'' In speaking of himself and hia deeds, he has hit tbejait and difficult medtnin — 
abewinghla real feelings, yet steering clear of affected modesty on the one hand, and of 
oier-weening modesty on tbe other."— Taif'i Magazini. 

" Thja 1) a very graphic account of tbe a&irs In which the gallant antbor flgared m 
nobly, and added fresh lustre to the name of Mafder." — A«im. 
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P*bliihtd £y T. & W. Boons, 29, Ifew Bond Stnet. 6 

THE HISTORY OF, THE GERMAN LEGION, 

FROM THE PERIOD Or ITS ORGANIZATION IN 1803, TO THAT OF ITB 

DiBsoLirrioN IN 1S16, 

OompUad from Kmsaacrlpt Doetmaata, 

Bt it. LUDLOW BBAUtSH, Esq. F.R3., lats Major dh AxTAcaitD. 

Two TOlt, Sto. complete, with Ptani and Coloured Plate* of Cottume*, prtee £1. lOf. 

The lecond wbam told ieparately, price 10». 

" Tbe woA Ij not like othen we could nAme — « mere eompUatlon from oevapapera 
•od migulncf. Mi^or Brunith hu left no lonrce of Inromutloii uDeiploted; and 
the Bcceaa he obtained to muiuKMiplJounialihiu enabled him to Intenpene hU genend 
nairatiTe with Intereating pereonal anecdotes, that render thU Tolnme as delightful for 
those who read for amutemenl, ae those who read for proflt." — Athmtaon. 

*' We are altogether much pleased with the volnme, and heartily recommend It to 
the British public."— Xtlemry Oaxttte. 

In 3 Tol*. 8to. with nnmeroul plates, some coloured, price SBt. 

EXCURSIONS. ADVENTURES, AND FIELD SPORTS 

CBVLOn ; 

Its Commercial and Military [mportance, and numerous advaatages 
to the British Emigrant. 
BY LIEDT.-COLONBL JAUES CAUPBELL, 
Late of the 4filh and fiOtb R^ments, and fbr aiany years Commandant of the 
Districts of Galle, and the £ven Korles,and Judicial Agent of Government. 
"These two volumes are fiill of interesting roatter." — Morning Herald. 
'' We never wish to take up a plessanter. more fresh spirited production than thJa 
of Colonel Campbell's."'— ffoooi and Miiitary Qaxetti. 

" Tbe liook 1> to be heartily commended to Inters of lively anecdote and good natural 
deicriptlon ." — Exavdner, 

" We have Xa thank tbe Colonel tbr a Tery eatcrtalnlng book on Ceylon. Hie work 
poasesset the invaluable character both of a long residence in it on tbe part of the 
writer, and tlie Tery best means of obeervation attainable by a British resident." 

Foreifin and Colonial Beviete. 

In Turn Volumet, Svo — Price Tietnly-four Shiliiagt. 
SPAIN AITD TBE SPAITXARSS IIT 1843. 

WITH ACCOCNTB OF DISTRICTS TERY SELDOM TIBITED; 

NATURAL HISTORY, GEOLOGY, MINES, ANTIQUITIES, HHE ARTS, 

THE CHURCH, PRONUNCIAMENTOS, FALL OF THE REGENCY. «tc 

By captain 8. E. WIDDRIHGTON, R.N., F.E.S. 

Author of "8KBT0HSS or Spiia m ISW.SO, SI. tt 3»," 

" This ii a solid well-informed book, written by a man of great experience, of 
nniisual attainments, and thoronghly acqasinled with Spain." — Examiner. 

'■ These volumes contain the plain and unaffected narrative nfa well-informed and 
experienced man, with much interesting and general information with respect to 
Spain, and some Judicious otMervntlons on recent transactions io that country. As 
an authentic account, therefore, of the prespnt social and physical cnndlUon of the 
Spaniards, we have read the work with interest, and recommend It to the pnusal of 
our reader*." — Morning Herald. 
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HINTS TO SUBALTERNS of the BRITISH ARMY. 

Bt HEKRY UARDBABQAItf, Late Reft. 

Dedicated to William UiosiHgoN Dupr, Esq., kc. tec lie. 

" Scrlbimoa iudoctl doetiqne." 

Centainiiig — Sietehtt of CommaruliTig OffiCfri — Tht Art qf getting Leaea of 
Abienee — MUitary MiierUt — Oloitary, f^. 

"I bsTC alao added, for the Information of those non-military readers who may deign 
to peroM thli small volunie, a Glossary of tbose exclusiTol; military terms, the; might 
othanrise be at a loea lo comprehend ; and which, tbe profound jgnoraace that great 
part of the world are in with respect to military matten, readers it moit necessary to 
explain : — for Instance, I assure my readers, that the other night when I was dining- 
ont, ao old gentleman asked me whether the officers who were od gaard in London, on 
the day of tiie Derby, did not receive a campensutory peusion from goremment; nay, 
so flrtnly convinced was he tbal such was the case, that I had some difficulty in per- 
suading him that his impressioa au the subject was erroueuus."— Pr^oee. 

in post 610. price 5». 

ascoKLBCTxoirs aud rbflbctioits 



DnUMi Of Troop* compoalna: tlie AdTancfld Oorpa of mi Arnj, 

Bt LIBDT.-COLOHBL I. LEACH, C.B., late of thb Riflb BntaADs, 
Author of" Bough Sketches of the Ijfe of an Old Soldier." 



A Uo, by the lame Author, 

A SKETCH OF THE 

SERTZCES OF TBS RXFIsE BRXGADXi, 

From ttB Foniuiitloii to the Battle of Waterloo. 

In Sua. price 2s. Sd. boards. 

AN EBSAY ON THE PRINCIPLES AND CONSTRUCTION OF 

»IX.XTA.B,V BRXSGBS, 

And the Fftaaace of BlTora Im MUitwr Operatloiui, 
Bt QENERAL 8IH HOWARD DOUGLAS, Ba8T. K.B.C. &c. &c. 
The Second Motion, containing much additional Matter and Platet. 
8vo- price 20s. boards. 
"Of tbis'alnable work we eipresscd a lery high opinion when it was first pub- 
lished ; and now tliat the able author has added much important new matter to It, we 
need only say that it is worthy of bla own hliili reputution bb a iBcticiau and Military 
Engineer; and that no soldier In Europe can know his busineas thoroughly without 
consulting it." — JAterary Oazette. 

S^VA-J. EVOX.1TTXOnS; 

A MEMOIR. 
By MAJOB-GENERALSIR HOWARD DOUGLAS, Bart. K.S.C. &c. &c 

Containing a Review and Refutation of Ibe principal Essajs and Arguments advoeatio(( 
Hr. Clerk's CliuniB, !n relation to the Manceuvreof the 12th of April, 1783; and vin.. 
dicating, by tactical Demonstration, and numerous authentic Documents, the pro- 
fession^ skill of the British Officers chiefly coacemed on that memorable occasion. 
With plat«s, 1 voL Bvo. price lOs. cloth board*. 
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HBW BZ8TORKC A£ WOKS BT O. P. a. JAKES, ES<1< 



Jiut publUhed, in 3 volt. Svo. cloth, 
THE 

LIFE OF HENRY THE FOURTH, 

KING OF FRANCE AND HAYARRE. 

By G. p. R. JAMES, Esq. 



"Never was hiatorian more acrupuloasly correct, more rigoroDgly 
Teraciona than Mr. James ; he even detenotatee occasioDally from the 
interest of hia narrative, rather than allow his imagination to colour 
the pictare, and contents himself in general with an animated detail of 
eiternal eventa, appearing convinced that the duties of the historian 
and historical novelist are almost diametrically opposed to one another. 
In the 'Life of Henry the Fourth' he has produced a highly valuable 
work, which will retain its standard worth for ever." 

Nere Quarterly JSevietv, 

" There are few writers better known or more deservedly popular 
than Mr. James : for few have written so many books, and so many 
of these charming, instructive, and interestiug. He has rendered 
fiction aa spirit-moving as if it were fact, because he baa invested it 
with all the vraisemblance of truth ; and in the work before us he has, 
by stepping into the wide domain of history, fortunately selected a 
hero whose life is full of adventure, and an epoch deeply tinged with 
the horrors, and in some instances brightly illuminated with the pnrest 
chivalry of the wildest romance. To write the Life and the Times of 
Henry IV. of France, required on the part of the author little of 
imagination, and nothing of fancy in illustration of its events. The 
events have but to be arranged ; they only demand a due research into 
contemporary documents, and then, under the pen of a practised 
writer, they grow into a narrative of thrilling interest. Such is the 
work before us. It is a carefully composed history of that transition 
in FrsDce in which popnlar feeling became for the first time an essential 
element in polity — in which kings and oligarchies were convinced of 
the necessity that it shonld be baffled, coerced, deluded, cajoled, or 
trampled out of tbe soil of France, as if it were a noxious weed. It 
is impossible to read this work without being pleased, and it is equally 
impoBsible to read it without being instrocted ; for Mr. Jamea has, by 
the abundant use of that valuable aeriea of publications, for which 
France is indebted to Louis Philippe, thrown a great deal of light upon 
many transactions, which before were either misapprehended or im- 
perfectly understood. Finally, we declare that there seldom has been 
A more valuable contribution to history than these three volumes of 
• Tbe Life of Henry the Fourth of France and Navarre.' " 

Morning Herald. 
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8 Publithad fiy T. & T. Booms, 29, Nevi Bond Strtt. 

FoaTth Edition, ISmo. doth, gUt IsftTM, prlea it. 6d. 

SHORT WBZ8T, 

BY F. P. WATSON, ESQ. 

To irhich i* added, 

LOHO WBXST, 

WITH INSTBDCTIOMS FOE YOOKG PLATBB9, 

BY ADMIRAX JAMES BDRNEY. 

EEVISED BY F. P. WATSON, ESQ. 

Sboohd BDiriotr, ISmo. cloth, gjItleavM, price 3«. 

BAirS-BOOK to the aAMB OF \ 

ADDRESSED TO THE NOVICE AND THE PBOFICIBNT, 



To which U added, 

P o ox^ 

BY COLONEL B * • * * *. 
'■ Thia ii a rery awfal little book, ud ougfal to be in the baiida of all begionera." 

BtWi Lift in Loadm. 
" An that Ilie Billiird plijer can aeqaire ftom inatniction, he ma; gain from thia 
hand-book ; and having irall atadied it, it will be hi* own bult if, hj practiie, he do not 
become a [^ofieient in thia moat detighdol paatinut." — Argia. 

" Erery Tliiliaid plajer, be ha nonce or pioGcient, will find thia a maniial adapted 
•xacllj lo hia wialwa.''— CrmrX Journal, 

SiXTB Bniiioir, ISmo. lewed, priiie U. 
HZlffTS TO TBS GaAIUTA8X.B, 

PBACTICAL OBSBBTATIONS ON THE PBOPBR REQULATIOM OF 
PRIVATE CHABITT : 



THE COAL FUND. I THE LOAN FUND, 

THE WIFE'S SOCIETf, THE CHILDRENS' ENDOWMENT 

THE PENNY CLUB, SOCIETY, 

THE BENEFIT SOCIETY, | &o. &o. &a. 

BY THE HON. AND RET. S. G. OSBORNE, 

Anthor at " Old Bainy Day," Svo- price 8d. ; " Hand-tHll for the Cottage Wall," &e. 

Alao by the mub Aathor, Third Edition, ISmo. price la. 

BX VT8 

FOE THE AMELIORATION OF THE MORAL CONDITION OF 

A VILLAGE POPULATION. 



THE SQUIRE, | KEEPERS OF PUBLIC HOUSES, 

THE FARMER, THE LABOURER. 

THE TBADEBMAN, FEMALE SERVICE, 

EDUCATION, &c. &c 
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HEW I.IFE OF IiORD NEIiSOIT. 



PBEP1.H1N6 FOK 1 

In two volume* Sco. vilA Ilhutrative Engrawingi and Fac-nmUet, 

MEMOIRS OP THE LIFE 

OF 

VICE-ADMIRAL 

LORD VISCOUNT NELSON, 

K-B. 

DUKI OF BBONTa, KTC. ITC. ETC. 
BBHIVSS PBINOIFAUbY FBOV BIB FBIVATB OOBBBapOMDUIOB, 



THOMAS JOSEPH PETTIQREW, ESQ., F.R.S., F.S.A. 

DOCTOB OY PHIIOMPBV O* TBm VltmB*ITT O* GOTTIltaBM, 



Considering the number of Livei* that hkre b«en vritten of the 
Vice-Admiral Lord Viacount Nelaon, and the volnmiDoas CollectioB of his 
Dispatches and Letters published by the late Sir Nicholas Harris Nicolas, it 
may be reasonably inferred, that there remains nothing further in connezion 
with Nelson and bis varied exploits to be Baid— that, in fact, the subject is 
completely exiiansted ; yet, upon examination it will be found that there 
exists B variety of interesting particulars unconfirmed — nneiptained— and 
even mysteriouB. The fall development of these, it mnst be obvioDs, is only 
to be obtained &om the Fbivate Cobrespondencb of the celebrated hero. 

It is well known thai a very intimate, indeed, an almost daily correspon'. 
dence wta maintained between Lord Nelson and Lady Hamilton ; and in the 
Letters and Doctunenta, now to be presented to the public, a Diary will 
literally be found containing hia thoughta and reflections upon the passing 
events, public aud private, during the course of his distinguished career. 
But the materials from which this new Life of Nelson ia composed are not 
confined to the letters which passed between Lord Nelson and I^dy Hamilton 
— they embrace also those of the King and Queen of Naples, the Emperor 
of Russia, the King of Sardinia, Prince Charles Felix of Savoy, many dis- 
tinguished Naval Commanders and celebrated Diplomatiats of the time. 
Among these may be mentioned: — H.R.H. the Dnke of Clarence, Earl 
St. Vincent, Earl Spencer, Earl of Bristol, Lord Elgin, Lord St. Helens, 



■ B; Clarke and H' Arthur, Cfaarnock, WUIU, Cbarebill, EarrUoa, Buutb«7,,i 
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Tiord Hob&rt, Lord Sidmooth, Lord Coltiagvood, Lord Melnlle, Lord Eldon, 
Lord Gren»ille, Lord Hood, Lord William Gordon ; the Hon. Nicholas 
Vaosittart, the Hod. H. Addington, the Eon. Hugh Elliot, the Hon. General 
Sir W. Stewart, Sir Thomas Troubridge, Sir T. M. Hardy, Sir Richard Keats, 
Sir J. T. Duckworth, Sir John Orde, Sir Hercules Robs, Sir Brooke Boothby, 
Sir Sidney Smith, Sir Alexander Ball, Sir Evan Nepean, Sir Edward Berry, 
Sir George Roae, Sir A. S. Hamond, Sir William Hoste, Sir Henry Biackwood, 
Sir PuUmey Malcolm, Sir JameB Crawford, Sir Thomas Louis, Sir Benjamin 
Hallowell, Sir J. Sutton, Sir Manley Dixon. Sir J. Hillyar, Sir Thoa. Stainea. 
General Sir John Acton, General Dumoariez, Admiral Tchitcbngoff, Coaot 
BernstorS', Count Panin, Adjutant-General Lindholm, GoTemor Balascboff, 
Captain Lloyd, Captain Parker, Captain Langford, Rev. A. J. Scott (Chaplain 
to Lord Nelsonl, John Scott, Enq. (Secretary), William Beckford, Eaq., 
R. Payne Knight, Esq., Richard Bulkeley, Esq., William Hayley, Eaq., 
Alexander DaTison, Eaq., John Tyson, Eaq., Perkins Magra, Esq. (Consul* 
General at Tanis), Lambton Este, Esq., ReT. C. Este, Abbe Campbell, Dr. 
Baird, &c. Rev. Edmund Nelson (the father of Lord Nelson), Lady Nelson, 
Josiflh Nisbet (her sod), Rev. William afterwards Earl Nelson, Mrs. Matcham 
(Lord Nelson's sister), Maurice Nelson, Esq. (hia brother), &c. &c. 

The light thrown upon the transactions which took place from the battle 
of the Nile, August 1, 1798, to that of Trafalgar, October 21, 1805, in the 
course of thia extensive correspondence will be found most interesting ; eo 
also wilt the minute particulara relating to the conduct and flight of the 
Neapolitan Royal Family, the surrender of the Castles of Uovo and Nnovo, 
the Blockade of La Yaletta, the Convention of El Arish, &c. &c. 

Upwards of Six Hundred Letters and Documents, which 
HATE NEVER BEFORE BXEN PRINTED, and the existence of which were 
scarcely known, will appear in theae Memoira, which have been written with 
the view of completing the History of one of the bravest and most patriotic 
Admirals that ever adorned the British Navy. It waa originalty the intention 
of the author simply to have edited the Correspondence, and published it as 
Supplementary Volumes to those which have already appeared ; but upon 
examiDatioD the documents were found to be too numerous and too inte- 
resting to be disposed of in that manner. They embrace such a variety of 
topics, private and public — correct so many errora and misconceptions that 
have gone forth and been very generally believed— enter so unreservedly 
into the subjects to which they refer — and altogether render such a complete 
picture of Lord Nelson's mind and character — that it has been adjudged 
most proper to arrange them as a distinct publication, in the form of a New 
Memoir, illustrative of the career of the Hero. Although it has heea neces- 
sary in this riew to describe the various actions and incidents in which 
Nelson waa concerned, it baa been thonght proper not to enter upon minute 
details which have already appeared, and which by those who may be pro- 
fessionally interested in such a matter will readily be found in the previooaly 
published Lives ; but rather to endeavour to combine, in the form of a 
Narrative, the Correspondence alluded to with the particular events to which 
they apply, and which form so interesting a portion of our Naval Hiatory. 



PUBLISHED BY 
T. & W. BOONE, 29, NEW 'BOND STREET. LONDONj 

OLIVER AND BOYD, EDINBURGH. 

Bj whom Subscribera' Nunei will be receited. 



ociglc- 



SATXIA8 OF QUATKE-BAAS, XJCeZTV, WAVBJS, 

AND 

WATERLOO. 



New, revised, and cheaper edition, complete in 1 vol. 8vo. uniform with. 
General Napier's History of the War in the Peninsula, 
and the Wellington Dispatches. 
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HISTORY OF THE 

WAR IN PRANCE AND BELGIUM, 

IN I8I5, 

FROM THE TESTIMONY OP EYE-WITNESSEB AND OTHER BOUBCEB, EXCLDBIVE AND AUTHENTIC. 

BY CAPTAIN WILLIAM SIBORNE, 

OOKSTRUCTOB OF TBB " WATBBIiOO MODBL." 

THIRD EDITION. 

BBAUTIFULLT BUBBLLiaSBO WJTB UBSALLIOIT PORTBAIIS, BHORATBH OH ITBBL, OF 

The Duki op Wellinotok, I Tbi Pbihci of Oranqb, I JTbv, Ddii of ELcanraui, 

Fbincb BiiicHBB TOM Wahlstadt, j The MARatruB op AnoLta^i, CocKT Altbm, 

Napoleon Bdonaparte, Lord Hill, Sib Thohai Picton. 

Xhb Duei op Brunswici, I SouLT, Duib of Dalkatia, I 

A FOLIO ATLAS, 

OF AWAGLYPTOGRAPHIC E>GRAVINGa ON BTEBL, FEOM MODELS, CONTAINING 

3 Flans op Quatbb-Bbas, abciriDg different Periods of the Action. 
2 - - - LroNT --...--. ditto. 

2 - - - Watbb ---.-.-- ditto. 

3 - - Watbklod - . - - . - ditto. 

WITH MAPS OF BELGIUM AND PART OF FRANCE, 

JUtulralttw oflht abmie, lotd leparaUly, 

In BDnoancing a History ot the War in 1815, by ihe Conatrnctor of llie celebrated Model of the Battle 
of Waterloo, tbe PoblisherB feel confident tbat tiieofldeniable proof whicb the latter woA of art sffmdB 
of the moBt indefatigable peneperance and industry in the collection of mBteriaU for the accurate repre- 
eentaliouof aaerentBO fertileiuglorioaBBchiepementa, and ho decisive in its influence upon the deatinies 
of Europe, aa alao of the prafeaBJonal eMU with which those maleriala hare been arranged for the com- 
plete development of that ever memorahle conflict, ofiere n sufficient guarantee lor a similar applicMion 
of the author's unwMiied zeal and reeearch in the task be baa undertaken of anpplying what itill remaina 
a desideratum in our national histoiy and military records — a true and faithful account of that lait 
campaign in Eorope, compriaing the crowning triuaiph of the British army, and, at the same time, the 
closing chapter of tbe military Ufe of its illustrious chief, the Duke of Wellington. 

Numerous aa are the accounts already published of this great conflict, the informatioa which they 
coaveyis generally of too vague and indistinct a nature to satiaff either tbe military man who seeka for 
profeagiDiial instruction, or the genera! reader who desires to comprehend more clearly, in allita details, 
that gorgeous machioery, if it may BO be termed .which WBapntinmotioa, regulated, and controlled iff 



raospEcnts. 

the greatMt nuiUr* of tbeir ut, who, in modsia time*, bire been eammoued forth to wield tbe migi 
engiDMof detrtnUrtiOD wbereirith natioD wan againat nation. How iiut is the ohserration of Jomi 
me of the moat talented militir; writeia of (he da; — '' Jamua bataille ne ful plus confus^ment dtoi 
qoaeallede Waterioo." On ooosalting tbeK scconQta the public glean little bejond the fact thai. 
Walailoothe allied anar atood ila grouad iTurini; the whole daj, in defiance of tbe leiteiated attackjl 
Ibfl Freooh, antil theDuke of Wellington led it forward to crowa its exertions with tbe mast splsxii 
TiEtorr- TheT afford us but a faint idea of those strategical mavementa and combinulJonB upon tilaa 
the grand deugn of the campaign was based bj the one psit;, and with which it was assailed In "hi 
otbsri and «e seek in raiafor (ha derelopment of those tactical dispoaitiona hj which the ski]! I'lt 
commandera and the valour of tbe combatanta were fairl; tested. From the want of due coaseeat 
arrangement in the details, and the tecdeacj too frequenu; maaifeated to compensate for this deficior 
by mereanecdotio narration, the motires bj which, in the great game of wai, the illuBtrioan pla/ers l- 
■ctnated, arelefl outof riew, while circumstancefi which especisU; call forth the skill of subordinate if 
eenin command, as also the courage, tbe discipline, and the prowess of particular brigades, regimenis, c 
"' '- I of the contending masses, are either imperfectly elucidated, or, aa is often ' 



unhesitatingl; set aside to make way for the exploits of a few iodiriduala wboee deeds, however brm 
they may be deemed, consdlule but isolated fractional parts of that great sum of nunal ener^-r cl 
pbrsical force combined, requisite to give full effect to the application of the mental power 



chieAains under whose guidance the armiea are reBpeoliTely placed. These remarks love lelereK 
more or less, not only to the generality of the accounts of the Battle of Waterloo, with wbich la 
public have hitherto been furnished, but also to those of Quatre-Bras, Ligny, and Wavre; the fiM a: 
which, brilliant as was the reflection which it cast upon the glory of the iictors, became eclipseii w^r 
by the more dazzling spleadour of the greater, because more important, triumph of Wita'Ia 
endearour to remedy these deficiencies, through the medium of the eridence of eje-Tritiietisei , 
williugly and liberally supplied, as well as carefully collated, examined, and, at tbe eame time, yttna. 
wbererer practicable, by corroboratiie teatimony — every compooeDt piece of iufonaatiDii being n^n 
doretail, as it were, into Its adjacent and corresponding parts — is the chief object of tbe mai 
publication. 

The opportunities which Captain Sibome has enjoyed of collecting the data requisite for tfais tii'^T 
important work, have been peculiarly favourable. Having commenced his large Model nnder the luii- 
lity of the govemmect, he received permisaion to address himself to tbe eeveral officers who mig-ht b' 
it in their power to communicate valuable informatica ; and, with a view to render Buch iafbrmstioei 
complete as possible, and to substantiate it by corroborative testimony, he forwarded his applicatiiai!'' 
almost every surviving Waterloo officer— not limiting his inquiries to any one particular period of a 
action, but extending them over the whole of the Battle of Waterloo, as also of that of Quatre-Branin 
of the entire campaign. In this manner he has succeeded in obtaining from the Gombiaed evidean i 
eye.witneases a mass of extremely important matter j and when the public are informed that CapaiaSi- 
borne baa also been in unreserved commuaioation with the governments of our allies in that«u,an- 
ceming the operations of the troops they respectively brought into the field, it ia preauiaed that tbe ci' 
tiaordiuary advantages he possesses for a satia&ctory fullilnient of bis design will be at ence ackaot- 
ledged and appreciated. 

In reverting, however, tO the Model, as connected with the present history, it may not be unimp«' 
tant to add that some objections were raised against the position thereon assigned to a portion of liif 
Prosaian troops. These objections induced Captain Sibornelo investigate more closely the evidenafe 
had receired relative to that part of iLe Geld ; and tlie result of such re-conaideration has been a perfeci 
conviction that an error of some importance, as regards time and situation, did exist. When tbe Model 
ia again submitted to the public, which it will be very shortly, that error will no longer appear, »M 
tbe circumstances under which it arose will be fully accounted for and explained -in the furthcomiiL' 

One remarkable defect which is martrfested, withonl a single exception, in the existing bistoriai 
this campaign, consials in the want of good plans upon scales sufficiently comprehensive to aduoitof li 
positions and movements being duly illustrated. By the application of the auaglyplographto accural:.^ 
executed models, Captain Sibome has eucceeded in producing plans of the different helda of bi^. 
which afford ao striking a representation of the features of ground— a representation which has iBit 
appesrauce of the subject being shewn in relief— that not only the military man who is accustoiml to 
examine plans, but the civihan wbo has never studied any thing of the kind, will be enabled tbonw^U; 
to comprehend them even in the minuteat details. 

To respond to the inteteat felt in tbe record of that glorious contest by the relatives and hieatta 
the combatants, correct lists will be appended to the work, of the names of all officers who were pretrni 
distingui^ing those wbo were killed or wounded. Marginal notes will also be introduced wbeit's 
officers' names are first mentioned io the course of the work, explaining, if eurviving, their present ml 
and if dead, the date of their decease, and tbe rank which they Chen held. 

A work brought out under such favourable auspices, and grounded upon materials vhicb, consid?- 
ingthe advanced age of the principal contributors, would at no remote period have been placed be^ 
oar reach, cannot fail to excite, in a 'considerable degree, tbe attention of the public; forwhichmo 
no pains have been spared in reodering the illustrations fully commenaurale with the value and inpor- 
tance of the deaign. The new edition is complete in I vol. 8vo. embellished with beaotifully eiccuud 
Tiiedallic portraits, and accompanied by a folio volume, {to be had ttparuteiij), containmg militaryta^ 
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PROSPECTUS. 



HER M09T HEiCIOUS MAJESTT, THE fttJEEN. 

HER HOST 0BACI0U9 MAJESTV, QUBEN ADELAIDE. 
HER ROYAL HIOHNESS THE DUCHE9H OP KENT. 

HIS BOYAL HIQHNESa, THE DUKE OP CAUBRIBQE, K.O.j O.^XB.; O.CH. 
BIS ROYAL HIOHNESS. FBINCE OEOBOB OF CAUBBIDOE, K.O, 
HIS HOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY, THE KINO OP HASOYEH, K.G.i O.C.B.; Q. 
HIB BOYAL UI0HNE3B, THE GROWN PKINCE OF HANOVER. 
HIS UAJE3TY, THE KINO OF PRUSSIA. 
HIS MAJESTV. THE KIN» OP BWEDEK. 
HIS BOYAL H10HNBB3 THE CROWN PRINCE OF SWEDEN. 
HIS MAJESTY THE KIHQ OF SAXONY. 

HIS BBBBNE HIOHNBSS, THE BEIONING DUKE OP BRUKBWiCK. 
HIS SERENE HIOHMESS, THE PBINC 
le HtRiUHi at AnitleK;,K.G.,O.C.B., BjCK. 



The Btii at Bind 

• Usui.- - ■ ■ - 

Lleat.-CImrTbBU^'.'BirEdw. BLak«Di^7K.G.B.,Q.C.H. 
Usut-Oen. Lord BloDmauld, O.C.B., O.C.H. 
Hli BicellmcT BuDD du Brunnw, (h* Buulkii Wnliter. 
Usut-GeDen! S[[ John Budun, K.C.B. 
UeDl.-a«Mnt Sir lobn Ctmuoa, K.C.B. 

• HsJoi-Oenenl Sir Gut Cunpbell, Bart. K.C.B. 
Hmai-QniaitlSlrOctsiliu0ue7,CB., K.C.H. 
Liait.-Oi>Ianal Ctlor, Ro; *1 Hone Artillerjr. 

• Colonel CtaaUenoD.EJl.ComiDudiigMhDrac.Outrdt. 



Lleut-Ool. Sir Cbu. CUoheit 






MHjor-OtperBl Oklsnd. 

Major HencT OeiuiiD, lata »t the ISHi Begt. 

Oensnl Sir George CdcMiume, Q.CJl. 

Vtior wmUm H. Cockbgrne, ]al> ollha Mb St 
* William CnwfOrd, Eiq.iDd (B.N3.) DrBgwna. 
I" Lleut.-Co1oael John Crowe, K.H., Unalt. 



Majm-GaiHrBl D'AsuLlar, G.B. 
Lieul.-Oenenl Sir Chulea Dalbiac, K.C.H 

* Miilor-Qentml 1^ Jeremiah Dlckion, K.C 
UeuL-OeneralDleluini, Ba;a1 AnUlerr. 



U^or Edward Ward Di 

CapuioM. P.Dromgoole.n, f. imaimgi. 

Ct^oael Berkeley Drunamood, Bcoti E^sllier Ong 

Oolanel Driwler. C.B., Royal How Anitlerr. 

The Bight Hon. Lord EUoL 

Llmk-Oeneral Sir De Lacy Eians, K.C.B. 

"—"-"- C. W. FowlH, l«lh Lsncert, J 



If JSthLlghl Dragooni 



nt-Oeneral Lord Harrli^C £ 
» tale (Jenenl Lord VIbcdud 



Cotone) Chvlea King. K, 
Hli Graet ttw Duke of 1, 
Charlei Lota, Eaq. late of 



nu of tiie Rifle Brigade. 

The OffiecTi marktd uith a 



• LleuL-Colonel A. C, Mercer, Boyai Arlillery, 

* H^lor-Oeneral DouRlaa Mercer, C.B. 

■ UeulenantCoIonel Uonlni, Conuoandlng Wlh Bi 
Ll«it.-C<>h>iiel H. Honieion. 



It William Keith M 



• MiJor-GenerilO'Madey, C 
Uttjor^eneral (he Hon. SI 
General the Hon. Sir Edwe 

• Frederick Hope PatUwn. 1 
Captain Lord Frederic 
Tla Right Honourablf 



Plnlet, Colditream Giiai 



if Bichmund, K.O. 



il Regime 



Ih Regime 



U. Gen. 



Captain Lord Cosmo Ru 

Lleiit. -General Shorlall. 

• UenL-Oeneral 8lelEh,C.B. 

• Major-General I. Webber SmlUi, C.B. 

• LI^L -General Lord Fittroj Bomeraet, R-CB. 
LMut.-Colonel Spoltiswoode, h. p. Tiu Regl. 

• Colonel Slawell, CDramanding isih Lancen. 

• General Lord BtrafTord, G.C.B., O.C.H, 

• The latelicut.-OencralLord Vivian, G.C.B., O.C.H. 

U^or-GenerH] J. WolBb. 

• Colonel Whlnralet, C.B., K.H., Boyal AnlllerT. 
Colonel the Earl or Wlluhlre. 

■ Lleut.-General Sir Aleiander Woodtbrd, K.C.B., K.C 

• M>Oor-Generalglr John WoodlWd, KX:.B.. K.C.H. 

• Colonel Yorke, Astitl. «. M. Oen. 
OOlcenorthe DepAtof the S7th Regt. (1 copy.) 
Offlceisot Iha Depoi of IbB SOlh Regl, (1 copy.) 
omeeri of ths Dep61 of the 47th Begl. (1 copy.) 
Oflcen of the BeiM of the e4th Itegl. It eopdei.) 
Offlcen of the Uepdt of the SQlh Regl. (i copy.) 
OtHcenoI the DepCt of the BSIh Ben. (iGOpy.) 
SeiJeanB of the lath fiegt (1 copj.) 
Son-commlnMoned Offlcen Library, Bor»l ArliUerj 

TbeMllitary Library of the T^ftopi of Brunswick (I cot 
TheBombay Braneh of the Boyal Asiatic Society (Icoi 
Barnstnpje Pnob Club (1 copy.) 
SL Georne'B Beading Society, bollon (I eopr.) 
Ac. Itc. Icc 

lUtr'uh (•) iuer<ol Walerlm. iOOqIq 



OPtNIOKS (>F THB PHBH. 

" It is written in a free and impartial manner, is lucid in its descriptions, anrpriaiagly oonect in 
details, and many important festniea of the cinipaign, wbich bare bitbeito remaiDed eitber wholly 
unnotioed, or else tept too much in ghedow, are now broaghl ftrward into proper relief; whilst the 
grand military opentiana of the period are delineated with the pea of an ealighlened loldier. In a 
word, by lepsTaling, with much diacrimination, the gold from the drosa, he baa turned to excellent 
account the materials for his audertaking, wbich seem to have Sowed to liim from every quarter i and 
the consequeDne is, that a standard history baa been produced, remaikabla Ibr its spirit and rigour, at 
well as for its truth."— U. 5, Journal. 

" We hail this work as a standard history of the Battle of Waterioo and of the Campaign of 
Flanders — a worthy companion and aequel to the Feninaular Campaigns of N^iier. A compilation 
Awn the testimonies of e7e-witueaBeB(astbi8 is) had they been dressed up for publication, and sabjecced 
iaditidnally to the public judgment, wouM bare been cold and lifeless; here all is iresbness, vivacityi 
unaffected truth i and thus is explained the very anperior style of the writer, who poBaessls a nerra 
and spring of thought and a brilliant cohiuring of phrase, combined with a. transparent clearness of 
expression, sucb as is rdrely attained by tiie purely literary writer, and seldom, if eTer, found in con- 
nection with profound, prafessional, and practicai knowledge, as in this work. The most intimately 
acquainted with the scenery and incidents of the days of Jane, 1S15, ore loudest and most decided in 
their admiration of the plans and portraits wbich embellish these volumes. Tbe grouud is engraved by 
a peculiar pn^pvse. which represents in relief the slightest eleratioo, and sinks the smallest depicssioa 
hy the peculiar carve and measure of the line. Thus, the spectator looka down upon the ground, of the 
l^Ille itself with the clear perception of all its undulations, and its every variety of form and aspect 
A second, and veiy different process, to wbich the plate is Ibeo subject, places in their positions tie 
tcoopa exactly as diey occupied the field. These speaking plans have an accuracy hitherto unimagined, 
with an effect which is unequalled by any previous attempt. Tbeie ore portraits of tlie Heroes of ibi 
campaign, wbich have as much merit as novelty— being engraved medallions— perfect portraits in 1%1 
—'--'■• —Naval and Mililarji Catttte. 



" The eventful victory wbich these two splendid volumea are intended to commemorate bastai 
many historians, but none so good or comprehensive as Captain Sitwrue. His facility of access to o&ill 
documents, both £agliah and foreign, tbe assistance wbich be has received from the surviving Waleikiii ' 
heroes of all ranks, and the zeal, enei^, and talent, which he has displayed in tbe construotdon of hit 
nateriala, have produced a record, not only of the battle itself, but ol^ this whole Waterloo cunpaign, 
wbich is likely to be an enduring as it is creditable to his lalenta as a writer, and his reputation aa a 
soldier. For ourselves we heartily tbsnk Captain Siborne for his spirited valnmea,aud sincerely do we 
hope tbey will meet their due reward. Of this we are certain, they cannot be too Boon in the bonds, 
not only of every Officer of tbe Service, but also of every civil member of the community." — Uiiitti 
SerDite CauUe, \ 

" We cannot feel our debt acquitted to Captain Siboroe for the pleasure and instruction his -wciA ha 
sSorded us, if we did not bring our unqnslified testimony to the minute accuracy of detail, the bigUf 
honourable and aoldier-like Bpirit,and the admirable candour and foimeaa by which it is everywhere 
characterised. When tbe work waa first announced far publication, we conceived great expectations 
irom a history compiled by one whose access to every source of information waa favoured both by 
interest in the highest quartera, and the circumstances of an official appointment on the staff. We were 
not disappointed. Such ore the volumes before us — a Military Classic — and tbey will remain bo whilg 
Waterloo ia a word to stir the heart and nerve the arm of a British soldier." — Dublin Univeriily, Mat). 

'' This work is precisely what such a publication should he, a fair, impartial compilation of well 
authenticated testimony relative to tbe great events to which it baa reference, interspcTsed with such 
reflections aa have appeared to the author to be needful for the guidance of hie nnprofeaaional readers." 

Miiming Pot. , 

"The accounts already publiahed vary so much, and so little reliance ia to he placed upon some of ' 

the details that we feel no anolt^y to be requisite fbr noticing a work so faithful and excellent aa tha 

wbich has been recently published by Captain Sibome. Of all the acconnl:^ .we have yet seen, thv 

recenrly pablished,by Captain Sibome ia tbe fullest, tbe fairest, we believe xha most acooraie— the ben' 

Tinui, Jan. iili. { 
" We can declare in all sincerity that we have perused his narrative of mardies and oasIaDgbB 
with infinite satisfiiGtion. He tells his tale with aingular clearness. He is at borne in all tbe varied 
movements and changes of position, &c. ; and his account of Cavalry Chafes, especially in the afl^ 
of QuatreBras, the advance of columns and cannonading, sweep you onwards asif^the scene described 
were actually passing under your eyes. His Plans and Charts too ore excellent, and eveiy way worthy 
of tbe modeiliat of tbe Field of Waterloo. We tbank Captain S„ net only for the amusement we hart 
derived from bis performance, but for tbe opportunity with which the appearance of a genuine Englifli 
History of the Battle of Waterloo supplies ua, of refuting some of the errors regarding it into wiiidi 
oiber historians have fallen." — Frater'i Mag, 
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